A place of quality, a place to grow, from hope to action through knowledge

An Overview & Guide

Aim Of This Presentation: To aid in student counselling,
including programme and course prerequisites (with an
emphasis on undergraduate degrees), curriculum choices,
and the career options available to Arts & Humanities and
Humanities Graduates.
Intended to give an overview of the Faculty of Arts &
Humanities & Humanities and the various departments’
curricula.
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Why Choose The Arts & Humanities & Humaniti
●

UWC’s Arts & Humanities Faculty is well
respected and well connected, both nationally
& internationally. It boasts top academics and
a strong research profile.

●

It offers high-quality education which is of an
international standard, yet remains engaged
with the specifics of our society.

●

Our graduates are highly sought after by
employers and go on to excel in a variety of
fields, including media, journalism, education,
marketing, public relations, publishing, editing,
advertising, development work, information
technology, library and archival work,
translation, interpretation, religious ministry,
writing, tourism and heritage management,
diplomatic services and consultancy.

●

●

The combination of broad critical skills and
knowledge with particular subject training is in
high demand within the job market. UWC Arts
& Humanities Graduates are equipped with the
skills of critical thinking, effective
communication, and social responsiveness,
and they have the ability to interact well in
contexts of social diversity.

●

The 1st year of an Arts & Humanities
undergraduate degree offers a broad grounding
in at least four subjects, improving students’
general knowledge and developing important
thinking, communication, study and information
technology skills. In the second and
third year there is greater focus on the specific
subjects which make up the majors of the
degrees.

●

Our undergraduate degrees offer an excellent
foundation for further study. After the
Bachelor’s degree, Arts & Humanities offers an
exciting range of postgraduate options at
Honours, Masters and Doctoral levels.

●

The Arts & Humanities Faculty is one of the
leading producers of research at UWC, is home
to many internationally-recognised researchers,
and has partnerships with universities and
institutions elsewhere in Africa and further
afield.

●

We have partnerships with universities in
Europe and the US which offer the potential for
top students to participate in exchange programmes with universities overseas.
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“

The Faculty of Arts &
Humanities is an exciting place
to study. We have some of the
best-qualified lecturers in the
country, and several of our
departments rank highly in
national and international
research ratings. Above all, our
lecturers are deeply committed
to providing first-class teaching
to our students.
–PROF.MONWABISI RALARALA, DEAN OF
ARTS & HUMANITIES

”
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is home to:

Department of
Afrikaans and Nederlands

Department of
Linguistics

Department of
Department of
Anthropology
Anthropology

Department of Library &
Information Science

12 Departments

3 Research Centres

Department of
English

Department of
Foreign Languages

Department of
Geography & Environmental
Studies and Tourism

Department of
History

Department of
Philosophy

Department of
Religion and Theology

Department of Women’s and
Gender Studies

Department of
African Language Studies

Centre for Advanced
Studies of African
Societies

Centre for Humanities Research
Desmond Tutu Centre for
Spirituality & Society

World Class Researchers Creates

Department of
Sociology

NRF-Rated
Researchers

Centre for Multilingualism
and Diversities Research

Faculty of Arts & Humanities &
Humanities Bachelor Degrees
BA Degree
The Faculty of Arts & Humanities offers a BA degree in various
disciplines. The normal full-time curriculum takes 3 years.
Students must take:
●
●
●

4 subjects in their 1st year of study
12 modules in their 2nd year of study
12 modules in their 3rd year of study

Students may select subjects from these groups or from different
groups, depending on their future career objectives.
Languages & Literary Studies
● Afrikaans
● Arabic
● English
● French
● German
● Language and Communication Latin
● Xhosa
Historical and Social Sciences
● History
● Anthropology
● Geography and Environmental Studies
● Tourism
● Sociology
Studies in Societal Transformation
● Ethics
● Philosophy
● Theological Studies
● Women’s and Gender Studies
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Students may take one subject from another faculty if they have
good academic reasons for doing so. Examples:
Psychology
●

Psychology is a BA degree major subject. Students who do
well in the BA degree in Psychology may apply to do the BA
Honours degree in Psychology.

●

The best Honours students are selected to do the Master’s
degree, which may lead to professional registration as a
Psychologist.

Political Studies
● Do you intend to enter the diplomatic service? Consider
Political Studies, along with subjects such as History,
Language and Communication, Geography and Sociology.
Industrial Psychology
● Industrial Psychology students intending to enter Human
Resource Management and Labour Relations find it useful to
take Industrial Psychology with Ethics, Sociology and
Anthropology.

BLIS Degree
This four-year degree is a professional qualification for
Librarians and Information Scientists. Students select other Arts
& Humanities subjects to study along with Library and
Information Science subjects.

BTh Degree
This three-year degree in Theology enables students to equip
themselves for a career in ministry – in Christian churches or
communities.
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Faculty of Arts & Humanities Minimum NSC Requirements

35 UWC POINTS

Subject Specific Requirement
for GEOGRAPHY, TOURISM, INFORMATION
STUDIES or PSYCHOLOGY modules

Designated Subject List: Accounting | Agricultural Sciences | Business Studies | Dramatic
Arts & Humanities | Economics | Engineering Graphics & Design | Geography | History |
Consumer Studies | Information Technology | Languages – one language of learning &
teaching at a higher education institution and two other recognized language subjects | Life
Sciences | Mathematics | Mathematical Literacy | Music | Physical Sciences | Religion
Studies | Visual Arts & Humanities
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Department of

Afrikaans Nederlands
You are now at the heart of Afrikaans, the language which originated
from the communities we serve. It is the language in which most
people in this part of the country express their first words, live life to
the fullest and breathe their last.
To us, Afrikaans is a national asset. It is an
important source of knowledge and of
empowerment. That is why our department is
home to all varieties of Afrikaans.

STUDIE IN ONS DEPARTEMENT
BEREI U VOOR VIR ONDER MEER:
●

Onderwys

●

Toerisme

●

Vertaling

●

Maatskaplike Werk

●

Redigering

●

Regte

●

Joernalistiek

●

Teologie

●

Uitsaaiwese

●

Sielkunde

●

Uitgewersbedryf

●

die Staatsdiens

●

Skeppende skryfwerk

We want all speakers of Afrikaans to share
once again in the creation and enjoyment of
literature and the development of the language
as an intellectual instrument.
With our special courses, we also open the
doors widely to non-Afrikaans-speakers. Our
courses in Dutch are, likewise, aimed at
empowerment.
African and International connections are there
to be transformed into opportunities for our
students.

Besides modules in Creative Writing on third and
honours levels, the department maintains a
writing group consisting of students who want to
explore creative writing and/or develop and hone
their skills. We also offer writing workshops to
students and the community, primarily in
collaboration with Afrikaans organisations like the
ATKV or in partnership with the media, i.e.
Media24.
Recently our students co-wrote the life stories of
twelve women of Atlantis, which was published
by Lapa Publishers with the title Vroue van
Atlantis. This anthology was launched on 30
November 2017. Proceeds from the book will go
towards a bursary fund, specifically for a poor,
deserving student in our department. For our
students this was an important learning curve as
well as an unforgettable lesson in writing
creatively with a purpose.

Department of

Afrikaans Nederlands
AFRIKAANS PRAKTIES
Afrikaans Prakties word slegs op eerstejaarvlak
aangebied en is veral bedoel vir tweedetaalsprekers van Afrikaans. In hierdie module werk
ons daaraan om kommunikasie in Afrikaans te
verbeter. Uiteindelik word gefokus op die
gebruik van meer formele, akademiese
Afrikaans wat u sal help met gepaste taalgebruik
vir die universiteit en in u toekomstige beroep.

AFRIKAANS PRAKTIES
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AFRIKAANS LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

AFRIKAANS
LANGUAGE
ACQUISITION

Afrikaans Language Acquisition is aimed at
empowering non-mother-tongue speakers to
speak, read and write Afrikaans, enabling
them to use Afrikaans freely in all spheres of
society. Attention is paid to daily issues such
as
HIV/AIDS
and
intercultural
communication.

VERDER MET AFRIKAANS
Na hul eerste jaar (Afrikaans en Nederlands of
Afrikaans Prakties) kan studente kies om in hul
tweede- en derdejaar met die meer akademiese
vakrigting Afrikaans en Nederlands – taal- en
letterkunde – of die meer praktykgerigte kursus,
Afrikaans vir die taalprofessies voort te gaan.

VERDER MET
AFRIKAANS

AFRIKAANS EN NEDERLANDS
In hierdie vakrigting bestudeer u die Afrikaanse taal- en
letterkunde en maak op tweedejaarsvlak kennis met
Nederlands. U word geleer om ‘n verskeidenheid tekste te
analiseer en die taalkundige en letterkundige aspekte
daarvan te begryp en te verklaar. Aspekte wat bestudeer
word, sluit onder meer die volgende in: die gebruik van
Afrikaans in verskillende situasies, Afrikaanse naamgewing
en tekste van prominente skrywers soos André P. Brink,
Breyten Breytenbach, Adam Small en Antjie Krog.

AFRIKAANS EN
NEDERLANDS

AFRIKAANS VIR TAALPROFESSIES
In Afrikaans vir die Taalprofessies word u
Afrikaans verder geslyp met die oog op 'n
bepaalde beroep. Studente kies uit modules
soos
Dokumentontwerp
en
Redigering;
Joernalistiek
en
Mediastudies,
asook
Vertaalkunde. Hierdie modules is op die praktyk
gerig sodat studente vaardighede aanleer wat
hulle eendag in die werkplek kan gebruik.

AFRIKAANS VIR
TAALPROFESSIES

BLY
KALM
EN

PRAAT
AFRIKAANS
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Department of

Anthropology
Anthropology and Sociology are social sciences that add value to our understanding of our
complex social world and one’s own social and cultural background and identity.

Why Study ANTHROPOLOGY?
Anthropology is the study of humans: Who are we? What does our social and
cultural existence mean?
Anthropologists are interested both in the diversity amongst people and the
common responses of all people, irrespective of their background, to the
challenges of being human.
The study of Anthropology opens our minds to the many ways of life people
have adopted and to respect diverse responses to common human problems.
With this comes the realisation that the way we live in our society, or
community, is only one among many possible ways of life. Studying
Anthropology helps us to understand that it is not possible to draw a clear line
between "us" and "them".

How do people do things differently,
and still remain the same as human
beings?
Do social identities have a basis in
'nature'?
Has inequality always existed, in all
societies?
Are men and women born to play
different roles in society?
How do societies change?

The study of Anthropology equips you with valuable skills to understand
today's world in all its diversity. At the same time, Anthropology teaches you
how global developments interact with those in our own local environments.

Are you interested in
questions like these?
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Department of

Sociology

Research Skills:
Students learn how to answer questions
about people, culture and society through
undertaking research. Anthropological and
sociological research generally involves
field work that takes the researcher out into
the community being studied.

Sociology is a social science that adds value to our understanding of our complex social
world and one’s own social and cultural background and identity.

Why Study SOCIOLOGY?

What can I do with
Anthropology and Sociology?

Sociology is interested in broad aspects of social interactions i.e. it is interested in all facets of group
behaviour, social organisation and social transformation in a given society.

In a country like South Africa with its diverse population
and huge inequalities, the insights of our graduates are in
high demand. Our graduates are useful to prospective
employers because they have been trained to draw on
comparative information about societies across the globe
and to use the sociological imagination to contest
conventional wisdom and provide creative alternatives to
the challenges faced by our transforming society.

It focuses essentially on social groups and society in general and from this perspective seeks to unravel
the basis of social solidarity, social order and conflict, as well as proffering explanations of
social processes and generating insights for collective and sustainable progress in human society.
Sociologists want to understand how people interact, and explain why and how these interactions
take the form that they do.
They work with a concept called “the sociological imagination” – our capacity to be curious
about why societies function they do, to ask critical questions about social arrangements and
to be open to different ways of seeing the world.
Sociology is of benefit to contemporary South African society because it provides a framework for understanding the economic and social forces in our transforming society, and
the resulting social problems and conflicts.
Sociology equips you with valuable skills to understand social processes, social resolutions,
social institutions, etc. in South Africa and across the globe.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE:
●

Governmental &
consultancy research

●

●

journalism / new media

●

●

film & media industry

●

market research

●

urban planning

●

museums & tourism

●

diversity management

rural & urban
development
social policy
development

●

personnel departments

●

local & international
development agencies

●

rural development/
extension services

●

NGOs

●

international agencies

●

tertiary institutions

●

business & industry

●

●

labour unions

multi-national
corporations

Department of

English Studies
The Department of English at UWC is a leading interdisciplinary department in the humanities in South
Africa. The department's courses combine traditional literary studies with new courses in media, theatre,
creative writing and practical training in various modes of cultural critique.
English is the major global language of our age, and is widely spoken on all continents of the world.
English is not only important in the world of international business, sport, diplomatic and cultural
exchange, but is also the dominant language of the internet, publishing, research and higher education.
The study of English opens many doors to a variety of careers in South Africa and internationally.
ENGLISH AT UWC
English Studies at UWC is a broad-ranging literary studies programme that gives students an opportunity
to study a range of significant novels, poems and plays, both modern and historical. The core literary
studies programme focuses on the best South African and international imaginative writing, and is
supplemented by elective courses in film and media, drama, environmental criticism, and creative writing.
For students who require additional preparation, there are first year courses that help develop academic
skills in reading, writing and research.
COURSE STRUCTURE IN LITERARY STUDIES
In the three-year BA programme, students attend two lectures and one tutorial (a small group) per week.
In these courses you will study literary texts intensively and also demonstrate your insights in the form of
written tests and essays. At the end of each semester there are examinations.
In ENGLISH ONE, you will be introduced to ways of studying different genres of fiction, drama and
poetry, and develop your critical reading and writing skills.
In ENGLISH TWO and THREE you will study texts from the major
periods in English literature: Additional elective courses
will help you develop your understanding of
contemporary fiction, drama and film.
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Department of

English
Studies

C R EATIVE WR ITIN G
The first multilingual creative writing programme in South African higher education combines
talent from the English, Xhosa and Afrikaans departments. Creative Writing courses are
offered at undergraduate, Honours, Masters and PhD level, and are augmented by
workshops run by well-known local and international writers. Our students develop their own
portfolio of writing in prose or poetry, and their work is regularly published in prestigious
anthologies and in other formats.
The books editor of the Cape Times wrote of our students' work: “ ...the voices are authentic
and new in exciting ways, and [they] have clearly been through the tough moulding hands of
writers of stature, discipline and success..."
EN GL ISH FOR ED U C ATION AL D EVEL OPMEN T
EED offers credit-bearing academic literacy modules to all faculties across the campus
tailored to their specific needs. The modules vary in length from a semester to a full year and
are staffed by five permanent lecturers who cater for close to 2000 students at first year level.
Students are provided with structured support in their studies, are shown how to develop their
academic reading and writing skills, and begin the path towards a critical engagement with
their discipline.
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Department of

Foreign Languages
The Department of Foreign Languages is a Department of
Global Languages, Literatures and Cultures
All the offered languages (Arabic, French, German, Classics) are
world languages with large numbers of language speakers all over
the globe. No prior knowledge of the languages is required when you
enter the first-year modules and by the end of your third year you
should be able to communicate in the languages you have studied.
We strongly believes in the importance of cultural studies in (South)
Africa.
To make the local global, our modules cover, besides language
studies, different world literatures, translation, culture, film & (new)
media studies.
Based in a South African context we reach out to different pArts &
Humanities of the world covering different periods of time, starting in
ancient history up to postmodern cultures in comparison with (South)
African languages and cultures.

“A different language is a different vision of life.” – Federico Fellini
“The limits of my language means the limits of my world.” – Ludwig Wittgenstein
“To have another language is to possess a second soul.” – Charlemagne

Become A Citizen of the World
The department is involved in different projects and reaches out to
several strong partners within the UWC’s Arts & Humanities Faculty,
nationally and internationally: Centre for Multilingualism and
Diversities Research (CMDR), institut français, Goethe Institute,
Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Foundation, German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD), several Embassies (e.g. of France,
Germany, Austria) to name just a few.
Studying in the ‘foreign’ languages department and learning new
languages and cultures provides you with a very beneficial set of
skills that is useful for a whole variety of (scarce skill) job
opportunities, e.g. in sectors of tourism & museums, translation,
education, industry and corporates, international governance, NGOs,
and international relations, communication, journalism.
So, study a language in our department to become a South Africanbased global player and a citizen of the world.
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Department of

The Department offers Arabic, French, German, Latin, and Classical Culture from the first year, which is a foundation
course, to the second and third year levels, which are divided into modules. All languages, except Latin, are also
taught at postgraduate level.

Foreign Languages

Students who already have a firm understanding of Arabic, German, or French (e.g. from Matric) may immediately
begin with the second-year courses in the respective language. However, first-year modules in another subject must
be taken instead.
If you study French of German in the Department, you may take internationally recognised certificates (e.g. DELF).

Why study ARABIC?

Why study GERMAN?

Arabic is one of the major languages in the world, especially in the
Middle East, North Africa and some Mediterranean countries.

German is a major language of international trade and tourism. It also offers access to
a rich literary and cultural tradition.

Job opportunities: Academia, communications, international
governance, industry, government, and religion are all areas where a
knowledge of Arabic can be useful.

Job Opportunities: German is an excellent preparation for a career in business,
journalism, tourism and travel, international relations, marketing, teaching and
translation.

Why study FRENCH?

Why study CLASSICAL CULTURE & LATIN?

French is spoken as a first or second language throughout the world
and is an official language of many African nations.

Classical Culture can be defined as the study of the ancient Greek and Roman
civilisations, in particular their mythology, literature, social conventions, religion and
history.

Job opportunities: South Africa needs professionals with a
proficiency in French in fields such as tourism, translation,
journalism, international relations and the corporate sector.

This is an exciting and important field of study because there are very many aspects of
contemporary Western life that have been influenced by the ancient Greek and Roman
civilisations. Most of the planets, for example, are named after Greek gods, and the
names of the months are all Latin based. This is therefore not a study of a bygone
age, but an examination of our own time through the lens of the ancient Greeks and
Romans.
It is a stimulating field of study which you will absolutely enjoy.

Department of
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Geography, Environmental Studies & Tourism
This department ranks proudly among the oldest and
most established at UWC while still providing students
with insights into the key social and environmental
issues of the day.

As a research-led department we are committed to quality research and
publication in areas including: biophysical geography; critical environmental
studies; human, historical and cultural geography; urban geography, mobilities
studies;
heritage;
tourism
planning
and
development;
geographical information systems; fluvial geomorphology, wetlands; land
issues; and critical geographies of development.

Would you like to critically explore the
interrelations between people, place and
environment, in Africa and in the global
context?
GES & Tourism boasts a multicultural and multinational group of students and academic staff,
excellent student facilities, up-to-date GIS laboratories,
and top-class library and archive resources.
Students are exposed to a variety of approaches
across a range of exciting areas in both human and
physical geography and in related interdisciplinary
fields.

Department of
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Geography, Environmental Studies & Tourism

With structured and specialised teaching, graduates
find careers in: environmental management tourism
GIS Mapping
urban planning
sustainability
management teaching and academia.

Undergraduate Programme: A BA degree takes a
minimum of three years to complete and you may choose
to major in one of two exciting areas, or both:

They find work in a range of settings from
environmental consultancies in the private sector, to
national and local authorities, Non Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and research institutions, as
well as educational environments.

GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Our discipline focuses on the complex relationships between humans and
their environment(s). In our exciting modules on environmental and
geographical issues ranging from cities to land issues to environmental
management, you will be exposed to key debates in the local Southern
African and global context.
Our range of modules includes:
1st year
GES 111 Introduction to Human Geography
GES 121 Introduction to Physical Geography
2nd year
GES 225 Space, Place and Mobility in Southern Africa
GES 226 Environmental Processes & Landscapes in Southern Africa
3rd year
GES 311
GES 321
GES 322
GES 323
GES 328
GES 329

Contemporary Environmental Issues
Problematizing the City in Africa
Coastal Environments
Geographical Info Systems
Political Geography of Land
Understanding Rivers of Southern Africa

TOURISM
With its impact on the economy, environment and society in South
Africa, tourism studies offers opportunities for understanding the
roles and effects of tourism in post-apartheid South Africa.
Our range of modules includes:
1st year
(All students wishing to major in tourism take GES 111 and
GES 121 in the 1st year)
2nd year
TOU 223 Introduction to Tourism and Economic Development
TOU 224 Tourism, Culture and the Environment
3rd year
TOU 311
TOU 322
TOU 321
TOU 341
Tourism

Tourism Planning
Analytical Techniques for Tourism
Tourism Marketing
Contemporary Issues and Debates in Niche

Department of

History

UWC’s Department of History is one of the leading History departments in South Africa. It is currently at the
forefront in teaching and research in visual, public, social and forensic history. The Department is committed
to developing new critical interpretations in the research and teaching of history.

HISTORY 1 – First Year
The HISTORY 1 course studies, discusses and
debates changes that took place along the
eastern and western coast of Africa between the
11th and the 19th centuries.
The central theme of the course is the production
of history.
It focuses on how historians collect evidence from
various sources of knowledge, how they interpret
and use such evidence to produce history, and
how these processes sometimes produce
different or conflicting interpretations, opinions
and arguments.

The main feature of the course is the debates that
take place during lecture periods. Two lecturers
holding different opinions on a particular topic
lead out by debating the topic, after which the
chairperson opens the discussion to the floor for
the students to join in.
Modules:
●

HISTORY 151: Historians and their arguments:
Selected themes in coastal African histories,
1000-1900

●

HISTORY 152: The use of evidence: Selected
themes in coastal African histories, 1000-1860

The courses offered by the
History Department are
designed to provide students
with critical insights around
the writing and re-writing of
history and textual analysis.

The course is aimed at assisting the students
identify and understand different interpretations of
the same historical events, develop means to
assess the value of conflicting interpretations
and, most importantly, enable them to structure
their own historical argument.

The Slave Ship by J.M.W. Turner, 1840
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Department of

History

Areas of specialization in the Department of History are: public history,
visual history, museum studies, African history, liberation histories and
archives, biography and nationalism, urban history, oral history, theory of
history, creative historical writing.

HISTORY 3 – Third Year

HISTORY 2 explores two themes in world history: the Atlantic slave
trade and its abolition; and studies in imperialism in the modern era.

HISTORY 3 explores contemporary African history from various
perspectives. The first semester dwells on the history of Africa
at large, from the Berlin conference to recent times, leading the
students in a pan-African journey through the frictions of
colonialism, the dilemmas of nationalism, the fortunes of
socialism, civil conflict and popular cultures. The second
semester explores themes in contemporary South African
history, including the making of the city, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, land restitution and resistance.

The course seeks to deepen students' understanding of
historiography by exploring detailed case studies of dynamic
historical debates using film, fiction and writings of leading historians.

History 3 aims to develop research skills. The students are led
to choose research topics; to identify suitable bibliographies; to
lead interviews; and to construct narratives and arguments.

These debates include the extent of cultural continuity between
Africa and the New World; the authenticity of disputed slave
narratives; the culture of the abolitionist movement in Britain and the
United States; the European scramble for colonies; Imperialism in
the Middle East, Far East and India; the cultural dimension of
imperialism; and ways of judging the authenticity of historical films
representing slavery, abolition and empire.

The elective Genocides in the 20th century focuses on a
number of case studies to understand the concept of genocide
and to draw out historical comparisons

The elective Gender and African history uses the conceptual tool of
gender to understand African history in precolonial, colonial and
postcolonial eras

●

HISTORY 331: Africa, Colonial and Post-colonial

●

HISTORY 332: Themes in 20th Century South African
History

●

HISTORY 324 (elective): Genocides in the 20th Century

HISTORY 2 – Second Year

History 3 makes large use of multimedia material in classes—
from African film, music and photography to TRC testimonies.

Modules:

Modules:
●

HISTORY 231: Slavery and abolition in the Atlantic World, 14501800

●

HISTORY 241: Studies in modern imperialism: Africa and the east

●

HISTORY 223 (elective): Gender and African History

Our courses are directed at
transformation in society
particularly in the education,
land and heritage sectors.
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Linguistics
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South Africa is a highly multilingual society and recognizes eleven official languages and
hosts many more spoken varieties within its borders. In this respect South Africa is typical
of our world of complex translocal communities, where multilingualism is the norm.
Individuals in the global community no longer engage single languages to communicate or
to think and construct their identities, but rather they use sets of languages.

With a BA degree in Language and
Communication Studies, you will be able
to use knowledge of the following in the
workplace:
How humans use available communicative
resources to create and exchange meaning
How language can be described as a system
How language reflects and shapes societies,
as well as the individuals within them
How language is used to exercise power, to
persuade, and to manipulate
How words and images work to create
meaning
We recommend you combine LCS with the study
of a particular language (Afrikaans, Arabic,
English, French, German, isiXhosa or Latin). You
can also combine it with Psychology, Sociology,
Anthropology, Women & Gender Studies, and a
variety of other subjects.

You will be able to take exciting
modules across four major streams:
• Modules in the communication stream explain
how we draw on communicative resources to make
meaning generally, in business contexts and
across cultures.
• Modules in the formal stream present the various
systems that make up language, and show how
these systems can be analysed.
• Modules in the sociolinguistics stream explore
the variety of ways in which individuals and society
influence and are influenced by language,
especially in an age of new technologies, migration
and globalisation.
• Modules in a critical studies stream unlock the
strategies through which people are positioned,
and power is exercised in the media and other
contexts of interaction.
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Department of

Linguistics
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For a BA degree with a major in Language and Communication Studies, there are
several core and optional modules.

Second year:

Third year:

Communication Studies

Research in Language and Communication

Introduction to Language and
Communication Studies

Functional Grammar

Multilingualism in Society and Education

Critical Media Studies

Introduction to Language
Learning and Design

Language Identity and Society

Advanced Studies in Business
Communication

Cross-Cultural Communication

Critical Analysis of Texts

First year:

Features of Language

Advanced Studies in Design Features of
Language

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: A BA degree in Language and
Communication Studies (LCS) from the Department of Linguistics lays a
solid foundation for careers in the media, entertainment industry,
marketing and advertising, public relations, tourism, technology, health
care services planning and provision in multilingual environments,
language teaching and research, educational planning, consumer
protection, intelligence gathering, the justice system, and
nongovernmental organisations, among others.

“

Literacy Studies
Advanced Functional Grammar

When I began my studies at UWC, I knew that I was passionate about two things:
language and people.
Three wonderful years after registering for Language and Communication Studies (LCS) in
the Department of Linguistics, I can say that every lecture has left me with new insights.
Studying LCS has developed me intellectually and opened up for me the prospects of a
career in which my passions and strengths can be interwoven.

”

Thanks to LCS, I now have the key to unlocking an exciting career in the field!
– LAUREN FORTUIN, GRADUATE OF LINGUISTICS

Department of

Library
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Information Science

What is Library &
Information Science?
The discipline is concerned with
collecting, storing, organising,
retrieving and using information - with
the aim of creating and sharing new
knowledge within organizations and
communities and in society as a whole.
Librarians and information workers
play an important role in managing the
information needed by individuals,
groups and organizations in the global
information society of the 21st century.

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY?

Themes include:
Social history of recorded information and libraries
Information and communication sources and
networks
Collection development
South Africa as a knowledge society
Information literacy
Information organization: cataloguing, indexing,
and classifying
Databases
Information retrieval
Organizational management
Social Media
Information and knowledge management
Children’s and youth literature
Information Management
Archives and Records Management
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Library

Information Science

MLIS (Information Studies)
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

●

Bachelor of Library Information Studies (BLIS)
● Four-year professional degree
POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
Postgraduate Diploma in Library and Information Studies (PGDLIS):
●

●

Admission requirements: an appropriate degree and working
experience in libraries is an advantage.

A part-time structured programme with an emphasis on
professional education for the information and knowledge
society. It comprises five modules followed by a mini-dissertation
and is to be completed within three years. The composition of
this degree is subject to change.
Admission requirements: a four year BLIS or Bbibl degree or
equivalent with at least an average of 65% in final-year courses.
Professional work experience might also be taken into account.

PhD by dissertation
MLIS by dissertation:
●

Admission requirements: an Honours degree in LIS with an
average of 65% and a course in research methods.

●

Admission requirements: a good MLIS or Mbibl degree (or
equivalent) with at least 65% for the Master’s research
dissertation.

CHALLENGING CAREERS FOR THE EMERGING
INFORMATION SOCIETY
The Department of Library and Information Science
provides education for a professional career in a wide
variety of library and information services. There is a wide
range of job prospects in different types of libraries as well
as in other information agencies, e.g. working as a
librarian, teacher, information worker, curator, archivist,
publisher, information manager information broker,
researcher or internet specialist.

Department of

Philosophy
Students of philosophy explore ideas about our world and ourselves, examining them
systematically and critically, in order to work out what we should believe. Philosophy as
you will meet it at university is a critical examination of reality characterised by rational
inquiry that aims at the truth for the sake of attaining wisdom.

Philosophy gives you the opportunity to carefully question, think about, write about
and discuss fundamental aspects of our existence and our place in the world.
Not only is the subject matter of philosophy important and interesting, but philosophy gives you
essential skills whatever your degree or career plans are: Philosophers work in industry,
finance, government, education, science, and as lawyers, doctors, teachers, diplomats,
bankers and managers.

How should we live? How should we act?
What is the world really like and how does this relate to
how it appears to us? Do different cultures have
different realities?
What can we know? What makes knowledge
different from opinion? Are there different kinds of
knowledge (like indigenous knowledge)?
Are we as free to choose what we do as we think
we are? Can we be held responsible if we are not?
What sort of thing am I? How does my mind
relate to my body? Do I have a soul?
Are you a deep thinker interested
in questions like these?

Philosophy has for centuries been concerned with critically formulating and attempting to solve
complex problems. In doing so, philosophers have developed skills applicable to almost every
problem:
Analytic Skills: Philosophy teaches you how to analyse arguments, issues, cases, and
situations. It gives you the tools to sort out what is important from what is not and to
respond critically to what is important.
Communication Skills: Philosophy teaches you how to make your point clearly, and
concisely; and how to reason and argue logically and convincingly.

So, doing philosophy can make you into an independent, critical thinker who is good
at solving problems and making decisions!
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Philosophy
PHI111 – Introduction to Philosophy
This course requires no previous familiarity with Philosophy and it
serves to introduce the subject and philosophical issues through the
work of a major philosopher in history.
PHI122 – Introduction to moral and political philosophy
This module introduces you to range of central theories on the
practical side of philosophy. It focuses on issues around equality and
inequality, individual rights and entitlements, and our obligations to the
state.
PHI213-Contemporary Critical Reasoning
This will be a skills course, aimed at improving abilities in identifying
and evaluating arguments and in critically analysing concepts.
PHI212 – Classical and contemporary conceptual problems
The course studies a selection of the main problems of philosophy in
such areas as ethics, epistemology, metaphysics and religion. Topics
include the mind, free will, the self, God, or moral concepts like
equality.
PHI221 – Enlightenment and the problem of knowledge
The course investigates fundamental issues in the theory of
knowledge – the challenge of skepticism, the issue of finding a
foundation for knowledge, the nature of perception, knowledge of the
world outside of our minds, and the question of how to analyse the
concept of knowledge itself.

PHI311 – Currents in Modern Philosophy
The selected current will vary from year to year. The selection
will be made from different traditions in philosophy. This year it
focused on the ‘linguistic turn’ in twentieth century philosophy
– the idea that all philosophical problems are ultimately problems
of language.
PHI312 – Metaethics
The course is concerned with questions that currently bother
moral philosophers – about the nature of moral reasons, and to
whom and how they apply. It also considers the consequences
of this for moral issues themselves.
PHI321 – Issues in Contemporary Philosophy
This module aims at critical understanding of the key debates
around a particular set of problems or a particular text in a
currently important area of philosophy. At the moment, we study
issues concerning the self and personal identity.
PHI322 – The Philosophy of Race, Culture and Identity
This module aims at a critical understanding of the debate
around the relationship between these three central concepts
and at a critical understanding of the social and political issues
created by conflicting notions of race, culture and identity.

PHI222 – African Philosophy
This is a survey of the main contributors to disputes around the
tradition of African philosophy. You study of the founding texts of
African philosophy and investigate of a selection of writings from key
African philosophers.
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Religion Theology
The Department of Religion and Theology offers modules in three subject areas:
Theological Studies, Ethics, and Religious Studies.
● The programmes in (Christian) Theological Studies continue a long and proud history of
theological training at UWC. The approach is thoroughly ecumenical and deeply rooted in
the South African and broader African contexts.
● Ethics is offered as a subject at Bachelors and postgraduate levels. The focus is on the
moral and religious foundations of society and more specifically on the task of moral
education and formation towards a human rights culture in the South African context.
● Religious Studies is fully integrated in the study of Ethics, given the ways in which moral
judgements are typically shaped by religious traditions.

Three Undergraduate Programmes:
● The BTh degree offers theological training to prospective ministers from a wide variety of
Christian denominations.

“The enriching experiences, and
invaluable knowledge and wisdom I
gained at the Department of Religion
and Theology have undoubtedly given
me hope for a more promising future.”
–NEWTON CLOETE, STUDENT

“The Department of Religion and
Theology is a vibrant department that is
very dynamic and driven by the best
Professors in the field of theology and
ethics studies.”
–MBHEKENI S NKOSI, STUDENT

● Students may take Ethics and also Theological Studies as a major towards the BA degree.
They may also take elective modules in these subject areas as well as in Hermeneutics (at
1st year level only) towards the BA degree.
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Theology

ETHICS AT UWC:

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES AT UWC:

THEOLOGICAL TRAINING AT UWC:

Students from across the university may register for
modules in Ethics. Such modules explore the moral
and religious foundations of society in order to reflect
on the development of human rights culture.

The programmes may be taken with a view to the
ordained ministry in various confessional traditions
(the BTh), with a view to part-time ministry as a
“tentmaker” (e.g. as a major subject towards a BA).

●

The following questions are typically posed in the
field of Ethics:

The programmes currently offered focus on
Christian theology (only) while modules in Islamic
Studies are also offered at postgraduate level.

●

●

●

What is an appropriate vision for a good society?
How can we share our vision with others and
work together to build the society we want?
What virtues and character traits make one a
good person? How do we form responsible
citizens, virtuous people, people of good moral
character?
What are the values, rules and goals that guide
our actions? How can we make moral decisions
responsibly?

In each case the ways in which religious traditions
inform moral judgements are considered. These
questions are placed in the context of debates on
societal issues such as:
●

Human rights and civil society

●

Economics, labour and business

●

A sustainable environment

●

Gender and human sexuality

The ability to reflect critically on moral problems, to
engage in contextual analysis, to weigh up options
and to be informed by theories is an asset in a wide
variety of occupations.

The modules offered cover the traditional areas of
Christian theology such as Old Testament Studies,
New Testament Studies, the History of Christianity,
Systematic Theology and Practical Theology, while
also introducing students to other world religions
and the moral issues that confront churches today.
BTh students may also take one major subject
outside the fields of Theological Studies and Ethics.

●

Is non-denominational and encourages
ecumenical dialogue;
Is deeply rooted in the South African and
African contexts and address issues such as
HIV/AIDS, poverty, gender equity and
environmental sustainability;

●

Seeks to bring theory and practice closely
together so that graduates may best serve
their local communities;

●

Stimulates critical reflection and fosters moral
responsibility.

WHAT CAN I DO WITH RELIGION &
THEOLOGY?

The degree BTh is primarily for those who wish
to qualify for the Christian ministry. Our degree
conforms to the standards set by a wide range of
churches for the training of full time or part time
ministers and pastors.
Those who are, or intend to be, in leadership
positions in religious and moral communities
(including NGOs) will benefit from taking at least
some of the modules in Theological Studies and
Ethics.
The modules in Ethics are most valuable to those
who intend to pursue a career in, for instance,
education, law, social work, psychology and
anthropology. E.g. teachers of Life Skills need an
understanding of the moral and religious
foundations of society.

Department of

Women’s
Studies
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Gender

Given the legacies of inequality alongside our Constitution’s commitment to equality there is a lot of work for
graduates who have some expertise in Women’s & Gender Studies.
This department aims to promote scholarship on gender issues in South Africa, and to contribute to the
challenge of gender transformation in the university and in society at large.
Many people mistakenly think ‘gender’ means women. In this programme ‘gender’ is the analytical tool
used to describe and reflect upon power relationships between groups of men and groups of women.
Women’s & Gender Studies (WGS) is not just about women and femininities. It’s also about men and
masculinities, and men are not the enemy. Patriarchy is the problem and its harmful for men as well as
women
Students may enrol for elective under-graduate modules or major in Women’s and Gender Studies.
At a postgraduate level, we offer an honours programme, both structured and unstructured masters
programmes, and a doctoral degree.

Do you care
about the way
inequalities
continue to
exist between
different kinds
of South
Africans?
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Women’s

Gender Studies

OUR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMME begins in students’ 2nd year of study. Gender studies is
interdisciplinary, and students require the foundation provided by their first year of university study to
explore knowledge and case studies that straddle different disciplinary fields.

THIS DEPARTMENT DOES NOT OFFER 1ST YEAR MODULES: If you want to do our 2nd year
modules in your 2nd year of study, you must make sure you choose at least one of the following in your
1st year of study: English, History, Humanities, Anthropology and Sociology.*

2ND YEAR COURSES: Students are introduced to key concepts and case studies for understanding the
social construction of gendered identities, relationships and performances. Students who wish to major in
Women’s and Gender Studies must take the following four modules:
WGS 211: GENDER IN SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS AND CULTURE
WGS 212: INTRODUCTION TO SEX, GENDER AND SEXUALITY
*ANT 222: KINSHIP AND THE FAMILY – Offered by Dept. of Anthropology & Sociology
*HIS 223: GENDER AND AFRICAN HISTORY – Offered by Dept. of History

3RD YEAR COURSES: Students are encouraged to deepen their understanding of: gender as a unit of
analysis; the theories used to explore gender and sexuality; and methodological and research skills for
writing about gender.
If you intend majoring in Women’s & Gender Studies you need to take four modules in total. You must
choose one of the following: ETH 321, ANT 312, HIS 322, SOC 311, SOC 312, SOC 321 or SOC 322
and complete all three of the modules described below:
WGS 311: GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT
WGS 312: GENDER AND EMBODIMENT
WGS 321: GENDER RESEARCH PROJECT

If you graduate with a degree in Women’s & Gender Studies, you may want to further your education by
registering for our Honours programme.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A degree in Women’s & Gender
Studies opens doors to a wide range
of careers that involve social change
and social justice. You could work in
non government organisations like
Sonke Gender Justice, Rape Crisis,
Sweat, or Men as Partners. Other
opportunities for WGS graduates can
be found in international aid and
development organisations like the
World Bank, United Nations and the
African Women’s Development Fund.
Or combine WGS with Psychology, or
English, or Law, or Anthropology &
Sociology to work towards careers in
Organisational Development, Human
Resources, Journalism, Legal Aid.
Think about a postgraduate degree in
Women’s & Gender Studies to
become a researcher and contribute
to knowledge about challenging
social inequalities. People with
expertise in WGS are in demand
wherever inequality exists.

Department of
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African Language
The core activity of the African Language Studies department currently at UWC is the teaching of Xhosa to both
Studies
mother-tongue speakers (Xhosa Studies) and non-mother-tongue speakers (Xhosa Language Acquisition).

XHOSA STUDIES: Mother-Tongue
Speakers
Isebe lesiXhosa linamacandelo
amabini. Elokuqala lelijongene
nokuphuhliswa kwesiXhosa kubantu
abantetho isisiXhosa. Elesibini
lelokukhuthaza nokufundisa abo
bangengomaXhosa ukuba bakwazi
ukunxibelelana nabanye abantu
ngesiXhosa. Abafundi kufuneka babe
basifundile isiXhosa kwiBanga leshumi,
ukuze bakwazi ukwenza uNyaka
wokuQala kwiisiXhosa.
I IMODYULI EZENZIWAYO [Modules
Offered]
Unyaka Wokuqala [Year One]
● Izifundo zoNcwadi neNkucubeko
yama-Afrika [Literary and African
Cultural Studies]
● UFundo-nzulu ngoLwimi nobuChule
bonXibelelwano [Language and
Communication Studies]

Unyaka Wesibini Nowesithathu [Years
Two and Three]
● UbuChule bokuBhala
● Izifundo zeNkcubeko yama-Afrika
● UFundo-nzulu ngoLwimi
● Izifundo zoNcwadi
● Izifundo zobuGcisa neMidlalo
yeQonga
● UkuGuqula
● Ubugcisa bokuBhala
Imisebenzi [Careers]
● intatheli
● umsasazi
● itoliki
● umhleli
● umbhali weencwadi
● ititshala
● abadlali beqonga
● abaqambi beengoma nabadanisi

LEARN XHOSA: Language
Acquisition Modules
Xhosa is one of the official languages
in our multilingual South Africa.
Together with English and Afrikaans it
is also an official language of the
Western and Eastern Cape.
Requirements
There are no special admission
requirements. Wamkelekile! [You are
welcome!]
What to expect
In the introductory modules you learn to
listen, speak, read and write in Xhosa,
so that you can join in conversations in
everyday contexts and have access to
the written language. From second
year you are introduced to Xhosa
literature, traditional and modern, in
ways which open up the cultural world
of the amaXhosa.

FUNDA isiXhosa! [Learn Xhosa!]
Not only will you be able to have
conversations with Xhosa-speaking
compatriots, you will also secure a
bright future for yourself.
Knowing Xhosa is excellent
preparation for work in any
employment context where
communication and service
rendering are important, e.g. the
civil service, banking, insurance,
tourism, the media, publishing, law
and education, and for work as a
translator or editor.
Multilingualism is a great asset that
is increasingly receiving recognition
in our country.

THE CENTRE FOR HUMANITIES RESEARCH

CHR

The Arts & Humanities Faculty’s oldest research centre,
the CHR, was established in 2006 and has matured into
one of the leading humanities centres in South Africa,
garnering considerable international recognition and
recently being awarded National Flagship status by the
Department of Science and Technology and the National
Research Foundation.

The Centre strives to develop unifying and interdisciplinary themes in the
humanities that will enable a renewal of its study in Africa.
For the CHR, the chief indicators of success in knowledge production are
masters and doctoral graduates; the dissemination of research through the
publication of monographs and journal articles; mentorship and guidance of
young scholars; a vibrant post-doctoral programme; and the employment of
its PhD graduates, preferably in South Africa’s universities.

●
●

●

The Centre also encourages visiting academics and researchers who are working
in these areas to form strategic partnerships.
Current areas of research include:

A unique model: Research Platforms, a Seminar Programme, Winter Schools
and Reading Programmes

●

Ecclesiology and ethics

●

Food contestation (the human side of food security)

●

●

Poverty, unemployment and inequality (PUI)

●

Gender based violence

●

Politics of identity, ethics and reconciliation

●

Emerging voices in theology and ethics

Research Platforms allow scholars in the faculty and the Centre to read
and write around specific areas, such as Aesthetics and Politics, and
Violence and the Law, and enables students to read and write together
around connected areas of research.

●

A vibrant Seminar Programme attracts around 80 people each week from
all over the region, where postdoctoral fellows, postgraduate students,
academics from neighbouring institutions and international visiting
scholars present their research in a non-threatening environment.

●

An annual Winter School programme is run collaboratively by the
University of the Western Cape, the SARCHI Chair for Social Change at
Fort Hare University, and the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Study of
Global Change at the University of Minnesota in the USA. The winter
school is an integral element in the broader collaboration between these
Centres and Projects, which includes intellectual and academic
exchanges, conferences, and colloquia.

●

The Centre for Multilingualism & Diversities
Research (CMDR)

The Centre provides resources for projects such as Earth in God’s Economy,
Transformative Social Policy Programmes, Gender Equality, and Ecumenical
Studies and Social Ethics. Workshops, colloquia, seminars and public conferences
are regularly hosted on these and other issues.

The theology, values and ethical leadership of Desmond Tutu

The Centre for Humanities Research (CHR)
The Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality &
Society (DTCSS)

DTCSS

Inspired by the Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, the
DTCSS offers a space for mutually enriching academic, civil
society and faith partnerships. In this respect, the DTCSS
plays a key role in facilitating the Desmond Tutu Research
Chair, which was established with a similar focus.

●

Research Centres
The Faculty of Arts & Humanities has
established 3 research centres in order to
enable a stronger focus on a number of
key research areas:

DESMOND TUTU CENTRE FOR SPIRITUALITY & SOCIETY

A coherent Reading Programme – the Programme on the Study of the
Humanities in Africa (PSHA) brings together masters, doctoral, and
postdoctoral fellows and faculty, into discussions on constructing new
directions in humanities research.
For the latest info on new and emerging research platforms, projects and
events, please visit: www.chrflagship.uwc.ac.za

These centres complement research in academic
departments, and also allow forms of thinking and
research that cross conventional disciplinary
boundaries.
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As part of its commitment to active collaboration between academic, civil society
and fats-based organizations, the Centre provides avenues for the dissemination of
the findings of its research in both popular and peer-reviewed publications.

CENTRE FOR MULTILINGUALISM & DIVERSITIES RESEARCH

CMDR

CMDR’s central brief is to embark on a project of intellectual
reorientation, namely a significant rethinking of multilingualism
and the development of a new discourse with which to
approach interdisciplinary work in the humanities and the
education sciences.

The brief involves interrogating contemporary and historical African intellectual
heritage through a critical review of the role of language and multilingualism in the
colonial archive, and in the light of critical framings of multilingualism and diversity.
Such an endeavour requires new modes of theoretical engagement, which in turn
involves engaging with linguistic diversity in it multiple manifestations, local
representations and practices by providing a careful historiography of linguistic
diversity and a critical analysis of contemporary deliberation on multilingualism
across academia and society at large.
To that end, the Centre seeks to provide an intellectual space to further a critical
rethinking of what kinds of questions we should be asking of language, literary and
cultural study, strengthening existing interdisciplinary projects or leading to new
ones, and enabling challenging questions to be asked of the disciplines themselves
in the reconstitution of a post-apartheid humanities.
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NRF Rated Researchers
The Faculty of Arts & Humanities’ strong focus on the
development of research platforms that intersect with
the questions that confront those who live in postapartheid South Africa is reflected in our increasing
numbers of “B” and “C” rated researchers.
The South African National Research Foundation has
developed its rating system for researchers in an
attempt to establish internationally recognizable
benchmarks with regard to research output and
influence.
In this system, although still somewhat uneven, a “B”
rating indicates an “internationally acclaimed
researcher”, while a “C” rating indicates an
“established researcher” in their field. Many of our “C”
rated researchers have considerable international
recognition.
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Arts & Humanities Creates
●

Every year, UWC hosts a multilingual creative writing programme called UWC
Creates.

●

The programme brings together students writing in English, isiXhosa, and Afrikaans
and is coordinated by UWC’s Meg Van der Merwe who is a lecturer for the Faculty of
Arts & Humanities, teaching creative writing in the Department of English.

●

Van der Merwe started UWC Creates in 2009 with famous South African poet, Antjie
Krog as a means to encourage creative and social dialogue across languages,
culture and ethnicities and in 2011, the celebrated South African writer Sindiwe
Magona joined in to help.

●

“Together we hope to foster dynamic and previously marginalized voices in South
African literature, which recognize the hybridity of this country whilst also honouring
their own literary and cultural roots.”

●

“Every year UWC Creates hosts a literary festival. We also host individual workshops
and events with visiting writers throughout the year.

●

“Zakes Mda, Athol Fugard, Eben Venter (from Canada), Jean McNeil (from the UK),
and more recently the UK poet Graham Mort are just a few of the writers we have
been lucky enough to introduce our students to.”

●

“We always take the approach of encouraging UWC Creates students and alumni to
share the stage with those writers who are already established. I think we are quite
unique in that regard. Most creative writing programmes tend to keep their students
in the audience rather than allow them to share equal billing with famous writers.”
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Private Bag X17 Bellville 7535 South Africa
Tel: +27 (0)21 959-2152
Email: arts@uwc.ac.za
Web: https://www.uwc.ac.za/study/faculties-and-programmes/faculty-of-Arts & Humanities-and-humanities/overview
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