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Message from the Director of the School of Pharmacy 
 
Dear Postgraduate student 
 
It is a pleasure for me to welcome you into the postgraduate programme at the School 
of Pharmacy, University of the Western Cape. 
 
You have made the conscious decision to improve yourself through scholarship in the 
Pharmaceutical, Practice and Clinical Sciences and though it will require dedication 
and continued hard work from you for the next few years, you will look back on it as 
one of the best decisions you could have made.  During your studies you will develop 
knowledge and skills that will set you apart as critical thinker and problem solver in the 
employment market and entrepreneurial environment. In this process you will be 
supported by our Postgraduate Office and in particular by your supervisor(s), who will 
lead you on the path from student to researcher and scholar. 
 
Best wishes for this journey. 
 
Prof Sarel F. Malan 
Director School of Pharmacy 
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Welcome message from the School of Pharmacy Postgraduate Office 
 
Dear all, 
 
It is our pleasure to also welcome you to the School of Pharmacy as you undertake 
your postgraduate studies. Postgraduate studies are an important pathway to attaining 
higher qualifications, enhancing skills, making an important contribution to addressing 
societal challenges and meeting personal professional development goals. We are 
sure that you have made the right choice in selecting our School of Pharmacy for your 
studies and hope that you will have an enjoyable and successful time at the School. 
 
This handbook is intended to provide you with information to assist you during this 
journey, from time of acceptance through to graduation. Administrative requirements 
to take note of are highlighted. Links to useful resources such as those to assist with 
the thesis writing and data analysis process are also provided. Your supervisor may 
also provide you with additional information. We hope that this handbook will be a 
useful and key resource as you embark on this exciting journey. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Prof. Admire Dube (Postgraduate Co-ordinator) 
 
Mr. Rudy Maart (Postgraduate Administrator) 



 5 

The School of Pharmacy 
 
The School of Pharmacy (SoP) comprises two clusters: The cluster of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences which has the disciplines of Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Pharmaceutics 
and the cluster of Pharmacology, Pharmacy Practice and Clinical Pharmacy. In 
addition, within the School there is an Experiential Learning office. The organization 
and staff complement of the SoP is shown below. 
 
 

 
 
 
Research activities within the School encompass the entire spectrum of pharmacy, i.e. 
“from molecule to clinic” and include drug design, computational drug discovery and 
molecular modelling, pharmacological evaluation of drug candidates, preformulation 
and formulation of dosage forms and drug delivery systems, clinical studies, 
pharmaceutical care, medicine use and health systems administration and 
pharmaceutical regulation. 
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Postgraduate Degrees 
 
The SoP currently offers five postgraduate degrees. These are outlined below. 
 
Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences (MSc Pharm Sci) 
 
This is a two-year course completed through a thesis on an approved research topic 
(PHS801) in either Pharmaceutics, Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Pharmacology or 
Pharmacy Practice.  
 
Master of Pharmacy (MPharm) 
 
This is a two-year course completed through a thesis on an approved research topic 
(PHA801) in either Pharmaceutics, Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Pharmacology or 
Pharmacy Practice. Students intending to pursue careers in the professional practice 
of Pharmacy are encouraged to register for this degree, while those intending to 
pursue the scientific aspects of pharmacy are encouraged to register for the MSc 
Pharm Sci degree. 
 
Master of Clinical Pharmacy (M. Clin Pharm) 
 
This is a three-year blended learning degree aimed at pharmacists working in 

hospitals, who wish to enhance their clinical practice knowledge and take a lead role 

in developing clinical pharmacy services. The experiential learning format provides 

greater flexibility and allows students to work in a hospital environment to gain real-

life practical experience. Much of the learning is case based, where scientific and 

professional elements are integrated. 

 

Master of Science in Pharmacy Administration and Policy Regulation (MSc Pharm 
Admin) 
 
This course is offered through structured course-work with a mini-thesis component. 
The course-work is provided online and the mini-thesis is also completed, in most 
cases, through online supervision by the approved thesis supervisor(s). Students 
currently working in, or intending to peruse careers in pharmaceutical regulatory affairs 
are generally accepted into this programme. 
 
Doctor of Philosophy Pharmaceutical Sciences (PhD) 
 
This is completed through a thesis on an approved research topic in either 
Pharmaceutics, Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Pharmacology and Clinical Pharmacy or 
Pharmacy Practice. 

Application and Acceptance 
 
To gain admission into the SoP, the first step is for the prospective student to have a 
particular research interest and then identify an academic in the SoP conducting 
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research in the area of interest. The research interests of the academic staff are 
available on the website of the SoP. Prospective students are advised to contact the 
academic to discuss their research interests and request for supervision. Prospective 
students may also email the SoP postgraduate administrator (sop-
postgrads@uwc.ac.za) for details of the research programmes and for guidance in 
identifying a potential supervisor. An application for studies should thereafter be made 
to the University of the Western Cape (UWC) online. 
 
Applications are assessed within the SoP by the postgraduate office for the issuance 
of a provisional acceptance letter, and thereafter forwarded to the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences where the final acceptance is made and an official acceptance letter is 
issued. There are limited number of spaces available and although an applicant may 
meet the minimum criteria, an applicant may be unable to be accepted for study during 
a specific year. 
 
For admission into the Masters degrees the prospective student should normally 
possess: 

• A four-year Bachelor of Pharmacy degree or BSc Honours degree, or relevant 
professional degree. A qualification at the National Qualifications Framework 
(NQF) level of at least 7 is required 

• Average mark of at least 60% for the final year modules 

• A potential supervisor 
 
The following supporting documents are required as part of the application: 

• A certified copy of an identification document/passport 

• Certified copy of academic transcript 

• Certified copy of degree certificates 

• Motivation letter. The educational background should be appropriate for the 
proposed study. This should be highlighted in the motivation letter. 

• Research interest. A brief statement of the intended research to be pursued 
should be provided. 

• A curriculum vitae 

• South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) certificate (in cases where 
degrees were awarded by institutions outside of South Africa). 

 
For an MPharm degree, the above requirements apply, however, the prospective 
student should be in possession of a four-year Bachelor of Pharmacy degree. In the 
case of a PhD, the prospective student must possess a Masters degree in a suitable 
area. 

Registration 
 
After final acceptance is granted to first time students and in the case of senior 
students, the successful submission of a progress report in the previous year, a 
student may proceed with registration. Registration for each academic year is 
conducted at the beginning of the year, online, via the UWC Student Portal. Before 
registration can be finalized students will be required to attend to any registration flags 
that may prevent registration from being finalized. This could be the registration fee 
that needs to reflect in the student’s account or documents that need to be submitted. 
International students should submit their required documents to the International 

https://www.uwc.ac.za/study/all-areas-of-study/schools/school-of-pharmacy/research
https://www.uwc.ac.za/study/all-areas-of-study/schools/school-of-pharmacy/research
mailto:sop-postgrads@uwc.ac.za
mailto:sop-postgrads@uwc.ac.za
https://student.uwc.ac.za/
https://student.uwc.ac.za/


 8 

Student Support Office (isso@uwc.ac.za). In the first year of a student’s registration 
the student should register for the module with “-01” suffix, e.g.: 
 
MSc Pharm Sci - PHS801 
MPharm - PHA801 
PhD - PHA901 
 
MSc Pharm Admin and M. Clinical Pharmacy students will be assisted with their 
registration throughout their years of study. 
 
In subsequent years of study, students in the full research programmes should register 
for the module with the “-02” suffix e.g.: PHS802, PHA802, PHA902. 
 
An induction session for all new postgraduate students is held in March each year. All 
registered students are invited to this session. 

Tuition Fees 
 
Tuition fees are published by the university at the start of each year. Fees should be 
paid in full within the first year of study. International students are expected to pay their 
fees upfront upon their registration. The 2021 fees are the following: 
 
MSc Pharm Sci/MPharm – R36 460 

M. Clin Pharm – R48 480 

MSc Pharm Admin – R127 500 

PhD – R36 460 
 
Payment arrangements can be made with Student Credit Management 
(scm@uwc.ac.za) at the start of each year prior to the student’s registration.  
 
If the programme tuition fees have been paid in full, each subsequent year’s 
registration administration fee should be paid before registration. This amount is made 
available together with the fee structure for the year.  

Financial Assistance 
 
Financial assistance, in the form of bursaries, can be found in at the National Research 
Foundation (NRF) website. The university’s communication will also send out notices 
of bursary and scholarship opportunities via your email address so please be on the 
lookout for them. 

Academic Internship and Work Study 
 
The SoP is registered as an academic internship site with the South African Pharmacy 
Council (SAPC) and students may fulfill part of the internship requirements while 
completing their postgraduate studies. To be registered an academic intern, the 
student should provide proof of the research project to the SAPC. There are academic 
staff members in the SoP who are registered with the SAPC as tutors and a student 
may approach them to request tutorship. Students may approach the postgraduate 

mailto:isso@uwc.ac.za
https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding
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office to obtain the list of tutors. The student will also be required to complete 400 
hours at a community or hospital pharmacy, complete the portfolio and assessments 
as prescribed by the SAPC and complete the Masters degree successfully. 
 
The University offers a work-study programme where students can gain valuable 
experience as a teaching assistant or tutor to students in the SoP’s Bachelor of 
Pharmacy programme. Tutors get paid for hours worked. The tasks include, among 
others, practical demonstration, tutorial setup, marking of assessments and one-on-
one tutoring with students. Teaching assistants gain vital experience in lesson and 
task development, in addition to the same duties of a tutor. 

Research Proposals, Registration of Thesis Title and Appointment of 
Supervisors and Memorandum of Understanding 
 
The main elements of the research proposal describe the research topic and questions 
that are to be answered, the methods and timeline associated with the proposed 
project. Within six (6) months of registering, the student is required to complete the 
research proposal and register the title of the thesis with the university by submitting 
a registration of thesis title form. In the case of a Masters degree, this form should 
include an abstract (200 words to 1 page maximum) of the research project and in the 
case of a PhD, an abstract on one single page as well as the proposal (5 - 10 pages) 
should be submitted. A student will not be allowed to register for their third year of 
study without a thesis title registered. 
 
The student should meet with the supervisor and write a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU), which provides the framework for the student-supervisor 
relationship as well as responsibilities and expectations within the project. The 
completed MoU should be submitted to the university alongside the registration of 
thesis title. Students are encouraged to discuss the MoUs with their supervisors on at 
least a yearly basis or as and when circumstances change. This documentation is 
submitted through your supervisor to the Faculty (via the SoP postgraduate office), 
where it will serve at the Faculty Higher Degrees Committee (FHD) and a 
recommendation is made, and thereafter serve at the Senate Higher Degrees (SHD) 
Committee where a decision is made. 
 
Should the project evolve and require a change in the thesis title, a change of thesis 
title request can be submitted to the Faculty. In cases where the direction of the project 
has changed substantially, a new abstract should be submitted alongside the request, 
or in the case of PhD studies, a new proposal should be submitted. 
 
Supervisors are appointed by the university through the SHD committee. Your 
supervisor will submit documentation of their profile to the Faculty and a decision will 
be made by the SHD committee. This documentation is typically submitted alongside 
the registration of thesis title documentation. 

Ethical Approval of Studies 
 
Certain research projects will require ethical approval prior to the start of the research. 
These are various ethics committees within UWC which can assess the ethical 
aspects of the project and provide approval as necessary. The following three 
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committees are available within the university: (i) Animal Research Ethics Committee 
(AREC), (ii) Biomedical Research Ethics Committee (BMREC), (iii) Humanities and 
Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee (HSSREC). The student should discuss 
with their supervisor(s) regarding the ethical requirements for the project and for the 
processes for submitting an application for ethical approval to the appropriate 
committee. 

Research Integrity 
 
It is important that you as a postgraduate student conduct your research in a 
responsible manner, adhering to principles of honesty in all aspects of research, 
accountability in the conduct of research, professional courtesy and fairness in 
working with others and good stewardship of research on behalf of others. These 
responsibilities are embedded in the Singapore Statement on Research Integrity.  
 
The university employs the anti-plagiarism software Turnitin® to detect the levels of 
plagiarism. You should discuss access to Turnitin® with your supervisor(s). 

Safety 
 
Students are requested to adhere to the rules and requirements applicable in their 
various workspaces. These may include laboratory safety rules or rules at a hospital 
or clinical facility. In these times of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is also important for 
students to be aware of the UWC and the SoP standard operating procedure for 
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
All students working in laboratories are required to first undergo induction to the 
laboratory. Please speak to your supervisor(s) to obtain the required induction to the 
specific laboratories and other work spaces that you will work in.  
 
There are designated First Aid Officers in the SoP. First Aid kits are available 
throughout the School, alongside signage for contact information in case of 
emergencies. 

Progress Reports 
 
Each student is required to submit a progress report once a year to Faculty. A form for 
the progress report is provided and the student should discuss their progress with the 
supervisor(s) and complete the form. The supervisor also makes comments on the 
progress of the student. Submission of a progress report is required for continued 
registration of the student. A progress report may also serve to highlight any 
challenges being faced in the progression of the studies. 

Research Symposium 
 
All first year Masters and PhD students are required to present their research 
proposals to the SoP, i.e. to the academic staff members and other postgraduate 
students. This forum provides an opportunity for the student to receive feedback from 
the School on the proposed research. This year, the research proposal seminar is 
scheduled for August. 
 

https://wcrif.org/guidance/singapore-statement
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yu97VVMnNCn3rT7v-WSZ7231g2-QAJI_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yu97VVMnNCn3rT7v-WSZ7231g2-QAJI_/view
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The SoP holds an annual research symposium. The symposium is typically held in 
September and provides a forum for all senior postgraduate students (in the second 
years and beyond) to present their research findings to an audience. This is a platform 
for dissemination of research results and also for receiving feedback which can be 
incorporated as the student finalizes their research and prepares the thesis for 
examination. 

Postgraduate Student Committee 
 
All postgraduate students are encouraged to become members of the SoP 
postgraduate student committee and to take up leadership positions within the 
committee. There are several advantages associated with being part of the committee 
including (i) a platform to meet and arrange scientific seminars and workshops, (ii) 
networking opportunities with academics and industry (iii) opportunities to develop 
leadership skills (iv) provide support to other students, (v) fundraising for activities and 
(vi) presenting a common voice to the SoP on any aspects. The committee also plays 
a key role, working alongside the SoP postgraduate office to organize the proposal 
presentation seminar and the annual research symposium. 

Intention to Submit 
 
Once the writing of the thesis is near completion, and before the thesis is submitted 
for examination, the student in consultation with the supervisor(s) should submit an 
Intention to Submit form to the Faculty declaring an intention to submit the thesis for 
examination. Typically, the thesis should be submitted for examination within a 6-
month period. Alongside the Intention to Submit form, your supervisor(s) will also 
appoint examiners for the thesis. For a Masters degree, two examiners are required 
and at least one of the examiners must be external to the university (i.e. not affiliated 
with the university). In the case of students who are staff members, only external 
examiners should be appointed. For a PhD thesis, three external examiners, who are 
recognized experts in their field should be appointed. The Intention to Submit as well 
as appointment of examiners documentation will serve at FHD committee for a 
recommendation and thereafter the SHD committee where a decision will be made on 
the examiners to be appointed. 

Upgrade to PhD 
 
In certain cases, a Masters degree student may, in consultation with the supervisor(s) 
wish to upgrade their studies to a PhD. In general, requests for upgrade are the 
exception, rather than the norm and should be made only when exceptionally high 
standard of research have been demonstrated. Therefore, in making such an 
application, a copy of work already completed should be submitted, as well as a letter 
from the supervisor(s) stating their support for the upgrade. The work completed 
should be sent to two external advisors who will comment on the work and make 
recommendations on the upgrade. A proposal and timeline for the PhD should also be 
submitted. These documents will serve at the FHD committee for a recommendation 
and thereafter at the SHD committee where the decision will be made. It should also 
be noted that if approved, the student will not be awarded a Masters degree and 
should still complete the outstanding research. 
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Extension of Studies 
 
Should the student require an extension of studies/registration beyond the normal 
study period, i.e. for fourth enrollment for a Masters degree and for sixth enrollment 
for a PhD degree, a request for extension of studies should be submitted, in 
consultation with the supervisor(s) to the Faculty. Detailed motivations from both the 
student and the supervisor(s) should be submitted with the application. A timeline from 
towards completion of the studies is also required to be submitted by the supervisor. 
A 10% of the programme fees is required before registration of the extended year. 

Submission of Thesis and Examination 
 
Upon completion of the thesis, the supervisor will submit the thesis for examination to 
Student Administration, Examinations Office. The thesis should be submitted together 
with the similarity report (Turnitin® report) and the thesis submission form (which is 
completed the supervisor). The SoP Postgraduate Office and the Faculty are notified 
of the submission. These days theses are sent to the examiners electronically, 
therefore the student should prepare a PDF version of the thesis for examination. The 
examiners for the thesis remain confidential until the examiner reports have been 
approved by SHD and the examiners have indicated that their names may be divulged 
to the student. Examiners are given 6 weeks within which to return to the reports on 
the thesis. Please note that only for Masters degrees is a percentage mark assigned 
to the thesis by the examiners. A distinction or cum-laude mark is 75% or above. A 
pass mark is 50% and above.  
 
Once reports are received by the supervisor(s) from the examiners through the 
Examinations Office, the supervisor(s) will prepare a summary of the examiner reports 
which then serves at the FHD committee for a recommendation and thereafter at the 
SHD committee where a decision is made. The thesis may be finalized under any one 
of the following five categories: 
 

1. The candidate has demonstrated mastery of the overarching learning outcomes 
in fulfilment of the degree requirements. The thesis in its present form does not 
require any revisions and can be accepted in its current form. 

2. The candidate has demonstrated mastery of the overarching learning outcomes 
in fulfilment of the degree requirements. The thesis in its present form requires 
minor revision as specified in my report. The corrections/ revisions must be 
made to the satisfaction of the supervisor. 

3. The candidate has demonstrated mastery of the overarching learning outcomes 
in fulfilment of the degree requirements. The thesis in its present form requires 
substantial revision as specified in my report. The corrections/ revisions must 
be made to the satisfaction of the supervisor. 

4. The thesis in its present form is not sufficient to assess whether the student has 
met the learning outcomes in the fulfilment of the degree requirements. The 
thesis should be re-worked substantially as specified in my report and it should 
then be re-submitted for examination. 

5. The candidate has not demonstrated mastery of the overarching learning 
outcomes in fulfilment of the degree requirements. The thesis cannot be 
passed. 
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Following a decision by SHD may the comments from the examiners and the marks 
awarded be shared with the student. Once corrections (if any) have been completed 
in consultation with the supervisor(s), may the thesis be submitted to the UWC Library. 
The submission is also electronic and the thesis is deposited through the Thesis and 
Dissertation submission portal. The supervisor will approve the submission made by 
the student through the online portal. If necessary) an embargo on the release of the 
thesis to the public (for example for protection of data pending patent filing) may be 
requested via this portal. 

Graduation 
 
Following the approved submission of the thesis to the Library, the student will be 
included on the graduation list for the next ceremony. The student will be contacted 
by the university to make sure that the student’s details are correct, in terms of degree 
registered and course fees paid in full. The university will also communicate the date 
for graduation and how to obtain the graduation attire. 
 
To obtain a letter of completion, the student may contact student administration 
(helpdesk@uwc.ac.za). 

Administrative contacts 
 

SoP Postgraduate Office sop-postgrads@uwc.ac.za 
 

Student Credit Management scm@uwc.ac.za  

International Student Support Office isso@uwc.ac.za 

Academic transcripts and general 
queries 
 
Proof of registration 
 
Verifications 
 
Letters of completion 
 
Course terminations 
 

helpdesk@uwc.ac.za  

 

Summary of Processes 
 
 

https://submissions.uwc.ac.za/
https://submissions.uwc.ac.za/
mailto:helpdesk@uwc.ac.za
mailto:sop-postgrads@uwc.ac.za
mailto:scm@uwc.ac.za
mailto:isso@uwc.ac.za
mailto:helpdesk@uwc.ac.za
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Links to Useful Resources 
 
Library 

– https://lib.uwc.ac.za/ 
– https://library-research.uwc.ac.za/ 

 
 
UWC Thesis Guide 

– http://etd.uwc.ac.za/xmlui/handle/11394/4598 
 
 
Division for postgraduate studies 

– https://www.uwc.ac.za/admission-and-financial-aid/postgraduate-
admission/division-for-postgraduate-studies 
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https://library-research.uwc.ac.za/
https://library-research.uwc.ac.za/
http://etd.uwc.ac.za/xmlui/handle/11394/4598
https://www.uwc.ac.za/admission-and-financial-aid/postgraduate-admission/division-for-postgraduate-studies
https://www.uwc.ac.za/admission-and-financial-aid/postgraduate-admission/division-for-postgraduate-studies
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Writing Centre 

– https://www.uwc.ac.za/campus-life/special-units-and-
programmes/writing-centre 

 
 
Research Office 

– http://research.uwc.ac.za/  
 
Technology Transfer Office 
 

– http://www.tto.uwc.ac.za/  

https://www.uwc.ac.za/campus-life/special-units-and-programmes/writing-centre
https://www.uwc.ac.za/campus-life/special-units-and-programmes/writing-centre
http://research.uwc.ac.za/
http://www.tto.uwc.ac.za/
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