
MASTERS & HONORS (Social Sciences)     

Facilitator: Mrs Janine Senekal 

THESIS WRITE UP WORKSHOP SERIES  

Workshop series purpose: 

The write up of the final thesis can be intimidating, as it includes some sections that need to 

be adapted and extended from the initial proposal, as well as various new sections that need 

to be written. The focus of the training will be on explaining the function and key elements of 

each section, and providing good-practice tips on writing up the thesis. This will assist 

Honours and Master’s-level Social Science students to develop a frame of reference from 

which they can approach their thesis write up. 

 

SESSION 1: PROPOSAL TO FIRST THESIS DRAFT 

 

Description: 

The first session will provide an overview of the purpose and structure of the thesis. The 

focus of the session will be on how to use your proposal as a base on which to build towards 

your first draft of your full thesis. 

Workshop contents: 

• Purpose of the thesis 

• Generic structure of the thesis 

• What examiners look for 

• Tips for using your proposal as a base for your first draft 



Workshop outcomes: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the overall purpose and structure of a thesis 

• Awareness of how the proposal leads into the thesis 

• Basic skills to edit the proposal into a first draft of the thesis 

 

Time: 13:00 – 15:00       

Duration: 2 Hours 

Date:  21st September 2022      

Platform: Zoom 

 

HONOURS AND MASTERS (Natural Sciences)   

Facilitator: Ms Aasiyah Chafekar 

WORKSHOP: STRUCTURING YOUR THESIS (guidelines to preparing your thesis)  

Description: 

The ability to carry out research forms an important aspect of one’s postgraduate journey, and 

the thesis is often seen as the culmination of one’s research. The structure of a thesis is intended 

to facilitate the understanding of the master’s students work by experts in the field. In some 

faculties structuring a thesis in a specific manner is intended to aid students in manuscript 

preparation of their scholarly work. This workshop will focus various aspects to consider when 

structuring your thesis.  

Content  

• Components of a Master’s Thesis 



▪ General chapter-by-chapter guidelines 

▪ Model I: Sequential Chapter Structure 

▪ Model II: Stand Alone Chapter Structure 

• Quantitative Versus Qualitative Studies 

▪ Qualitative Master’s Thesis 

▪ Quantitative Master’s Thesis 

• Formatting Requirements 

Time: 13:00 – 15:00       

Duration: 2 Hours 

Date:  15th September 2022      

Platform: Zoom  

 

Quantitative Data Analysis (Part 2)  

This workshop continues from the last workshop further introducing student’s data analysis 

components and post hoc analysis of importance in their thesis.  

Content  

• Regression Analysis  

• Roc Curves 

• Chi Square  

• Goodness of fit test  

Outcomes:  

• An introduction to the quantitative analysis methods and when to use them  

• Presenting results that are objective in nature more accurately  



• Basic knowledge of statistical analysis 

Time: 13:00 – 15:00       

Duration: 2 Hours 

Date:  20th September 2022      

Platform: Zoom 

 

Using Likert scales for questionnaires and surveys (A practical guide) 

ALL POSTGRADS 

Likert scales are psychometric scales that allow questions to be used based on a five or more-

point scale in a survey. It is the most common used type of scales used in surveys. Survey 

Respondents do not choose between a simple yes or no, instead their specific choices are based 

on agreeing or disagreeing with the survey questions posed. This workshop will introduce 

students to the Likert scaling system as well as provide a more in depth understanding of how 

to analyse Likert scales in SPSS.  

Content  

• Types of Likert scales 

• How it helps measure respondent attitude 

• Likert scale questionnaire and examples 

• Unipolar Likert scale examples 

• Bipolar Likert scale examples 

• How to write Likert scale survey questions? 

• Advantages of Likert scale questions in a survey 



• Analysing Likert scale data using SPSS 

Time: 13:00 – 15:00       

Duration: 2 Hours 

Date:  28th September 2022      

Platform: Zoom 

 

 


