
 

 

 

University of the Western Cape. Private Bag X17. Bellvil le 7535. South Africa. 

    02 February 2022 
 

Re: Faculty of Natural Sciences vaccination communication 
 

 
Dear staff, current and prospective students 
 
The "INTERIM COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE FOR 2022" was 
approved by the Council of the University of the Western Cape on 25 November 2021. 
 
The Policy records that the majority of stakeholders have advocated for hybrid learning and teaching, and an 
incremental return to Campus. This serves the interests of its students and will allow them to enjoy all the 
benefits of a holistic campus experience. In terms of the policy, a general soft mandate applies where students 
who are not vaccinated may register for their relevant degree or module but may not enter Campus or attend 
certain University events. The UWC Interim Vaccination Policy requires those who access campus to either be 
vaccinated (fully or partially; full vaccination is required within the timeframes as stipulated by the Interim 
Vaccination Policy), or to have applied for and obtained exemption from the Interim Vaccination Policy based 
on verifiable medical, constitutional and/or religious grounds.  

1. Undergraduate Students 

While the Faculty of Natural Sciences‘ emergency remote teaching has addressed practical skills development 
in an online manner, this has not been ideal, and the development of “hands on” key practical skills has been 
omitted. Indeed, the absence of “face-to-face” engagement during the pandemic period has only highlighted 
how critical peer engagement is to fundamental learning across Natural Science disciplines.  

The Faculty of Natural Sciences has therefore opted for hard vaccination mandates for the following Academic 
Departments and School:  

1. Medical Biosciences  
2. Biotechnology 
3. Biodiversity and Conservation Biology 
4. Chemistry 
5. Physics and Astronomy 
6. Earth Sciences  
7. School of Pharmacy (as indicated in the Interim Vaccination Policy) 

For these Academic Departments and the School, a soft vaccination mandate would not be practically feasible, 
nor would it be educationally sound to run different ‘parallel’ modes of learning and teaching, i.e. vaccinated 
students face-to-face and non-vaccinated students online. The centrality of face-to-face activities in these 
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Departments and the School make access to campus a necessity for students, hence, the implementation of a 
hard vaccination mandate. 

As a general rule, for the six Departments, hybrid or blended learning activities will take place online in addition 
to the face-to-face campus activities. The on campus activities would mainly include practical, fieldwork and 
tutorial sessions, where face-to-face training is essential for offering a quality education and imparting critical 
laboratory based skills. Details of the mode of teaching and learning will be communicated by the Heads of 
Departments or respective lecturing staff to their students. 

The Faculty of Natural Sciences has also opted for soft vaccination mandates for the following Academic 
Departments:  

1. Computer Science 
2. Statistics and Population Studies 
3. Mathematics and Applied Mathematics 

In terms of the policy, a general soft vaccination mandate applies where students who are not vaccinated may 
register for their relevant degree or module but may not enter Campus. The Faculty of Natural Sciences’ 
blended learning, as well as the proposed differentiated vaccination mandate, will ensure that the return to 
campus is phased in accordance with the state of the pandemic and national lockdown guidelines; while 
ensuring optimal learning and teaching opportunities under safe conditions for both students and staff.  

Students will not all be on campus each day of the week. The scheduling of campus-based, face-to-face 
activities will be dictated by the state of the pandemic and will be communicated to students through the 
individual Departments in the Faculty. 

Important Notice 

Natural Science students often register for modules, both elective and core, across Departments. Students are 
therefore requested to engage with the Faculty of Natural Sciences’ Faculty Office and their Academic 
Department to ensure that the vaccination mandate requirements are met for modules they intend to register 
for.  

2. Service level modules agreements 

The Faculty of Natural Sciences offers various Service Levels Modules to Faculties at UWC. Students from other 
Faculties, who intend to register for a module offered by one of the six Faculty of Natural Sciences 
Departments with a hard vaccination mandate, must be vaccinated within the required timeframes as 
stipulated in the UWC Interim Vaccination Policy. 
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3. Postgraduate students 

Supervisors require PG students to be present on campus and active in research laboratories. Therefore, all 
Faculty of Natural Sciences post-graduate students are required to be vaccinated (fully or partially; where a 
second vaccine shot is required for full vaccination, this needs to be done within the timeframes as stipulated 
in the UWC Interim Vaccination Policy). In exceptional cases, the Natural Sciences Faculty Office will be guided 
by the Academic Heads of Departments to allow postgraduate students who have completed laboratory work, 
and/or where no on-campus laboratory work is required, to register.  
 
Students and staff may apply for exemption from the hard vaccination mandate via the application form 
available on the UWC website: 
 
https://form.jotform.com/MyUWC/vaccination-exemption-application 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Prof Burtram C Fielding 
Dean: Faculty of Natural Sciences 


