
PhD (Social Sciences)     Facilitator: Dr Rozenda Hendrickse 

 

WORKSHOP 1: WRITING A GOOD PHD RESEARCH PROPOSAL (SOCIAL 

SCIENCE) 

Workshop Purpose:  

• To enable the participant to gain insight into translating research methodology into a 

proposed research study format (i.e. research proposal) within a relevant context; 

inclusive of obtaining ethical clearance to conduct the research.  

Workshop Content:  

• Uses and functions of research proposal  

• Conceptual and Theoretical frameworks in research 

• The research proposal lay-out  

• Ethical considerations to conduct research  

• Research study time-lines and work plans  

Workshop Outcomes & Benefits:  

• Conceptualize the research study inclusive of its theoretical framework  

• Clarify the purpose of the research effort by identifying the research questions to answer 

or problems to address  

• Establishing and setting research objectives  

• Write a research proposal to conduct research within relevant context; inclusive of 

study timeframes and ethical requirements.  

Teaching & Learning Strategies: The strategy for this workshop will be: facilitation, i.e. 

transfer of information in a participatory manner.  

The workshop is based on the concept of postgraduate studies ‘competency’; defined as: 

a) the knowledge (what we know about the subject or area of expertise);  

b) the practical skills (what we can do in this subject or area of expertise); and  

c) our attitudes and behaviours (what we value and what we are seen to carry out in our 

attitudes and behaviours).  



Workshop materials: The materials includes the Facilitator’s Workshop PowerPoint slides 

related to the workshop topic as well as Templates, Additional Readings and Electronic Links 

to further assist participants with their research after having attended the workshops 

Duration:  4 hours (10:00 – 14:00) 

Date:  01 March  

Platform: Zoom 

 

 

PhD (Natural Sciences)             Facilitator: Dr Olushola Adeniyi 

 

Introduction 

The Division for Postgraduate Studies (DPGS) is a one-stop shop and serves as an umbrella 

unit for capacity development of postgraduate student within the University structure. DPGS 

facilitate an array of research skills trainings aimed at enhancing postgraduate experiences 

across all semester. In ensuring that the IOP mandate of UWC is accomplished specifically for 

postgraduate students; recruitment, retention and completion rate, DPGS serves as a strategic 

unit in realising these IOP goals. As such, research skills and training contents in the form of 

workshops are designed in a timeous and orderly sequence to cater for postgraduate student’s 

research needs as applicable for each semester. The following objectives constitutes the 

training and workshops in second semester. 

  

Overview of workshops objectives 

a. Expose student to the phases of research 

b. Promote the culture of research among postgraduate students in the form of practical 

and applicable research skills and all-round development of postgraduate students 

c. Deploy resources to assist postgraduate in understanding of research phases  

 

 

 



WORKSHOPS 1: RESEARCH PROPOSAL (THE STARTING POINT: 

TRANSFORMING IDEAS INTO RESEARCHABLE TOPIC) 

 

Workshop Purpose:  

• Research proposal represent the starting point of an intentional academic or scholarly 

investigation.  

• Understanding the key concept of developing a research proposal provides an insight 

into the area of study, the existing problem, previous attempts to address the problem 

and the gaps yet to be addressed 

Content: 

This workshop introduces students to understand in details, processes and components and 

developing a research proposal. The following areas will be covered during this workshop: 

• Topic conceptualization  

• Understanding the interconnectedness of research proposal components  

• What constitute a good research proposal? 

• What goes into a research proposal? (Components and detailed explanations of 

each) 

Outcome: 

• Establishing and setting research objectives  

• Write a research proposal to conduct research within relevant context; inclusive of 

study timeframes and ethical requirements.  

Workshop materials: The materials includes the Facilitator’s Workshop PowerPoint slides 

related to the workshop topic as well as Templates, Additional Readings and Electronic Links 

to further assist participants with their research after having attended the workshops 

 

Duration: 2 hours (10:00 – 12:00) 

Date: 11 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 

 



WORKSHOPS 2: LITERATURE SEARCHING SKILLS (EXPLORING 

DATABASES) 

 

Workshop Purpose:  

This workshop will expose postgraduate student to the versatility of different databases and 

how to navigate each in the process of searching for scholarly articles. The importance of 

searching for credible, validated and factual information will be addressed. The various 

strategies to be adopted or adapted in the searching process will be discussed and thoroughly 

explained.  

Content: 

The outline of this workshop is as follows: 

• Understanding the power of KEYWORDS 

• Exploring the different databases and their features  

• Pre-assessment of articles (eligibility) 

Workshop materials: The materials includes the Facilitator’s Workshop PowerPoint slides 

related to the workshop topic as well as Templates, Additional Readings and Electronic Links 

to further assist participants with their research after having attended the workshops 

 

Duration: 2 hours (10:00 – 12:00) 

Date: 18 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 

 


