
MASTERS (Social Sciences)     Facilitator: Mrs Janine Senekal 

 

Objective 

The Division for Postgraduate Studies provides a range of workshops to ensure masters 

students are equipped with the skills needed to carry out high quality research effectively. In 

the second semester students begin writing or submitting their research proposal. As a result, 

the second workshops delve into academic writing, critical thinking, formulating a proposal 

and literature review.  

Outcome  

Students attending the workshops will be equipped with a foundational understanding of the 

writing process involved to submit their proposal, thesis or a journal article. As more students 

are in interdisciplinary fields, the types of study designs will further equip students in framing 

their research methodology.  

 

Writing a research proposal for Masters Social Science students 

A research proposal is a formal document, highlighting the relevance of your research, 

orienting it within the broader field of research, and outlining the proposed methods to be used. 

It should be concise and coherent, with good methodological alignment and considerations of 

ethical practice. The Division for Postgraduate Studies will be offering a 3-part workshop 

series, to all Social Science Masters students, covering the various elements of a research 

proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORKSHOP 1: OVERVIEW AND INTRODUCTION 

Description: 

Workshop 1 will provide an overview of the purpose of the research proposal, the style and 

tone thereof, as well as the standard structure of a proposal. Thereafter, a summary of the 

purpose and key elements of the introduction, including the problem statement and rationale, 

will be provided. 

Content: 

• Overview of the research proposal 

• Proposal review processes 

• Introduction 

- Background 

- Problem statement 

- Rationale 

 

Duration: 2 hours (13:00 – 15:00) 

Date: 02 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 

 

WORKSHOP 2: PROPOSAL LITERATURE REVIEWS AND FRAMEWORKS 

Description: 

Workshop 2 will provide an overview of how your research is framed in the proposal. This 

includes the literature review and the theoretical or conceptual framework. The purpose of each 

section, as well as key considerations in writing these sections will be discussed. 

Content: 

• Literature review 

• Theoretical / conceptual frameworks 

 

Duration: 2 hours (13:00 – 15:00) 

Date: 16 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 

 



MASTERS (Natural Sciences)    Faciliator: Ms Aasiyah Chafekar 

 

 

WORKSHOP 1: INTRODUCTION TO SCIENTIFIC WRITING  

 

Workshop Purpose:  

• The aim of this workshop is to provide a reference point for students to develop a core 

of writing skills that will benefit them across a range of topics.  

Content:  

This workshop introduces students to writing skills required in organizing information as part 

of their master’s degree. The content that will be covered in this workshop is as follows: 

• The writing process 

• Academic tone and structure 

• Writing format 

• Coherence- hooking the reader 

• The golden thread: paragraphs  

• Revising your own writing  

• Improving your comprehension ( active reading)  

Workshop Outcomes & Benefits:  

• The ability to effectively communicate research findings is important for success in 

natural sciences. 

• Encourage participants to begin writing early and often to establish a solid foundation 

in scientific writing early in their academic careers.  

Workshop materials: The materials includes the slides and writing exercises to further assist 

participants after the workshop will be made available via iKamva 

 

Duration: 2 hours (13:00 – 15:00) 

Date: 03 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 



 

WORKSHOP 2: REVIEWING LITERATURE 

Workshop Purpose:  

A literature review is imperative in your research proposal and thesis as it provides a 

comprehensive look at the research of interest. Workshop 2 will outline how a literature review 

is formulated and various examples of literature reviews will be covered. Furthermore, a good 

literature review is imperative for developing the research proposal as well as refining 

methodology 

Content:  

• Different types of literature reviews 

• Structuring a good literature review  

• Critical thinking (circumventing the critical mind)  

• Explore the available knowledge; identify gaps in literature to formulate your 

research proposal and thesis introduction  

• Importance of correct citations 

• Using citation managers  

• How far back in published data should you look? 

• Common mistakes  

Workshop Outcomes & Benefits:  

• Participants should be equipped to begin developing their research proposal, refining 

their methodologies to begin their research 

• Provide adequate and comprehensive review of existing literature on their research of 

interest  

Workshop materials: The materials includes the slides and writing exercises to further assist 

participants after the workshop will be made available via iKamva 

 

Duration: 2 hours (13:00 – 15:00) 

Date: 23 March 2022 

Platform: Zoom 

 


