
About Prof Rodney Uphoff 

RodneyRodney J. Uphoff is first Elwood L. Thomas Missouri Endowed Professor of Law at 
MU, where he also served as the associate dean of academic affairs for three years. 
In 2006, Uphoff was selected to be the director of the University of Missouri South 
Africa Educational Program, representing the four University of Missouri System 
campuses. He also directs the School of Law’s study abroad program in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

BeforeBefore joining the Missouri University(MU) in 2001, Uphoff taught at the 
University of Oklahoma College of Law, where he served as a professor and director 
of clinical legal education and ran a criminal defense clinic for 10 years. Before 
becoming a law professor, Uphoff was a public defender, including service as the 
chief staff attorney of the Milwaukee Office of the Wisconsin State Public Defender. 
Uphoff has written numerous articles on criminal defense practice, the delivery of 
indigent defense services and ethical issues facing those involved in the criminal 
justice system. justice system. 

In 1995, Uphoff was appointed by Gov. Frank Keating to the Oklahoma Indigent 
System Board, which oversees the operation of Oklahoma’s public defender 
program in all counties except for Tulsa and Oklahoma County. In 2009, he was 
appointed the Big 12 representative to the NCAA Infractions Committee. Uphoff 
frequently speaks at conferences across the country on criminal trial advocacy and 
has participated five times as a faculty member at Harvard University’s Trial 
Advocacy Workshop. Uphoff was one of four attorneys appointed to represent Terry 
NicholsNichols in Oklahoma state court. Nichols was convicted of 160 murders based on 
the bombing of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City in April 1995, but did not 
receive the death penalty.

Uphoff teaches trial practice, professional responsibility, criminal procedure and 
criminal litigation skills.

In 2020, Prof Uphoff received a special recognition award at the University of the 
Western Cape’s Annual Research and Recognition Awards.  The Award is conferred 
to an individual who has made valuable contribution to research growth and 
progress of  UWC over the years.

About the late Ivan Rugema 

Mr Ivan Rugema, who passed away on the 5th of October 2014, was an outstanding 
student and Lecturer of Law. 

HeHe excelled at the University of the Western Cape (UWC) earning a Bachelor of 
Laws (LLB) in 2006. In addition to finishing summa cum laude, he was awarded the 
Hofmeyr-Herbstein-Gihwala medal given to the student with the best academic 
record in LLB studies. Ivan went on to earn a Master of Laws (LLM) in international 
trade and investment law. Moreover, during his time at UWC, he was awarded a 
fellowship to pursue a second LLM in dispute resolution at the University of 
Missouri, which he completed in 2008. Until his death, he was teaching Criminal 
Law in the Department of Criminal Justice and Procedure at UWC.Law in the Department of Criminal Justice and Procedure at UWC.

Ivan Rugema
Memorial Lecture  

   Date:  5 October 2021             Time:  16:30 - 18:30 SAST
       Registration Link:         Enquiries:    Prof Benyam Dawit Mezmur
                                                                      bmezmur@uwc.ac.za

Speaker: 
Professor Rodney Uphoff

Title of the lecture: 
Wrongful convictions: Why the US Criminal Justice systems don’t always get it right
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