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 Over 60 participants joined from various institutes, clubs and communities.  Familiar and new faces 
bundu-bashed and scrutinized everything that moved, or that was in flower, 

over a period of 6 days. 

658 observations were uploaded to i-Naturalist with 217 species recorded.  All data collected helps 
toward updating the reserves species list and recording what is found within the endangered Cape 

Flats Dune Strandveld and critically endangered Cape Flats Sand Fynbos vegetation types. 

Each year new additions are found, but the amount is still surprising...
THIS year’s results were impressive!

24 species list additions and 3 photographic additions were added!!

Each year a different loca�on is 
chosen for the Sherman traps. 
This year it was closer to Robert 
Sobukwe road in the Cape flats 
dune strandveld vegeta�on. 

Prof. Adriaan Engelbreght from 
our department of Biodiversity 
and Conserva�on Biology (BCB), 
oversaw this survey. 160 Sherman 
traps were set out over 5 days and 
checked twice a day by staff, 
students and visitors hoping to 
find something exci�ng. 

Despite the amount of traps set out, only 29 
rodents were caught with 3 species recorded, 
the Striped mouse, Forest shrew and Cape 
gerbil.  This sec�on of the reserve did not 
yield as much excitement as other parts 
previously surveyed, but all the data 
captured provides a be�er understanding of 
the reserve.

5 mo�on sensor camera traps were also set 
up throughout the reserve and the caracal 
made an appearance when it was a bit more 
quiet.   



Two sessions of bird watching happened over the course of the week.  All gathered for an early morning start, 
equipped with binoculars and cameras, and slowly explored the entire reserve, ticking o� every bird seen or 
heard. 

The weather did not play along on the second session but we continued through the soft rain with cameras 
covered.  A baby Harlequin snake was found that unfortunately did not survive the cold.   Despite the overcast 
and wet weather, 42 species were recorded .

The total recorded from both sessions was 51 species from the 124 on our list.  No new bird additions were 
seen this year, but the beautiful European bee-eater, did cause excitement.  

Bird watching

Enthusias�c par�cipants joined at the crack of dawn to 
set up mist nets at the seasonal wetland.  Dr Dieter 
Oschadleus and his team expertly removed the birds 
caught in the nets, tagged, measured and weighed 
them, before se�ng them free.  Visitors were 
informed what bird ringing is for and saw birds 
up-close that they would not usually get to see. 

A total of 31 birds were caught with 9 different species 
recorded. There were 13 recaptures including a Yellow 
Bishop (Euplectes capensis) caught in 2018.

Bird ringing



Reptile survey
Without fail, the reptile survey draws the biggest crowd 
every year.  Herpotology students and eager naturalists 
joined Prof Bryan Maritz (BCB department), flipping 
boards and scratching through the sand on hands and 
knees.  The weather did not deter and a treasure trove 
of reptiles were found thanks to everyone’s skills and 
lightning reflexes.  

Vibrant Cape dwarf chameleons were seen in various shades of 
green, orange and blue.  A variety of skinks were seen; the Cape 
skink and red-sided skink made an appearance. The Cuvier's blind 
legless skink and Silvery dwarf burrowing skink were found just 
below the surface of molerat heaps, including the Cape sand frog.   
Adult and baby angulate tortoises were also active throughout the 
reserve and geckos were found under logs and bark strips. 

 
The search continued and a cross-marked sand snake was seen along with the prettiest little spotted harlequin 
snake.  



Insect survey &
Pitfall traps
The insect survey was by far the most successfull 
this year in terms of interest, species found and 
additions. 

Kevin Drummond-Hay and Corne Rautenbach 
joined to stalk butterflies and dragonflies and their 
skills did not dissapoint.  Their keen eyes and 
huge lenses produced a butterfly addition, the 
Water Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus fracta ssp. 
fracta) and a damselfly addition, the Marsh blue-
tail (Ischnura senegalensis).

Entomologist, Handre Basson enthusiastically 
fine-combed the reserve for insects.  34 species 
were recorded, 14 of which were burrowers. Even 
a pseudoscorpion was found. He was thoroughly 
impressed with the diversity of fossorial/under-
ground species within the reserve, which is 
expected for sand fynbos and dune strandveld 
vegetation types. His expertise and knowledge is 
truly an inspiration to future entomologists and 
naturalists. 

Pitfall traps were set up for the week and we were 
thoroughly impressed with what was caught.  Prof 
Brian Maritz demonstrated the trap setup and 
showed us how to safely check the buckets to 
prevent any accidental bites and stings from 
spiders and scorpions.

Inspections happened twice a day and you could 
feel the excitement as everyone ran to a bucket.  
Many different species were found...scorpions, 
spiders, forest shrews, Cape sand frogs, a variety 
of beetles and so many other insects.  One of 
these turned out to be a vulnerable species, the 
Mute Winter Katydid (Brinckiella aptera). 

A total of 31 insect and arachnid species were 
recorded with 11 additions to our species list. 



Flora survey
Plants, moss and lichens were not ignored during the faunal 
survey.  The reserve was divided into 6 blocks to have a 
block-a-day surveyed.  Everyone bundu-bashed off pathways, 
climbed up and down the dunes, fell through many mole-rat 
tunnels and scrutinized plants on hands and knees. 

Each section was thoroughly searched and everything in 
flower photographed.  This helps confirm what is currently on 
the species list and to update the photo library, with the hopes 
of always finding something new. 

Since the survey consistently produced species list additions in the past, the attitude of the week was definitely 
that of ‘challenge accepted’ to find more.

Once again...we were not dissappointed.  5 flora additions, which included tall and low growing shrubs and 
ground covers, 5 moss and lichen species and 3 photographic additions were found!  One of the photographic 
additions is a Near Threatened species, the Gold and Silver everlasting (Helichyrusm cochleariforme) and the 
other exciting find was in the orchid family, Pterygodium crispum (Pigsnout monkshood).



Species list & Photographic additions
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1. Salvia lanceolata (Lance-leaf Sage)
2. Cliffortia obcordata (Diamond Caperose)
3. Pelargonium myrrhifolium var. coriandrifolium 
    (Corianderleaf Storksbill)
4. Herniaria capensis 
5. Cotula pruinosa (Yellow Turban Buttons)

MOSS & LICHENS

PHOTOGRAPHIC ADDITIONS

6. Genus Parmotrema (Ruffle lichen)
7. Teloschistes chrysophthalmus (Golden-eye lichen)
8. Pseudocrossidium crinitum (Bearded screwmoss)
9. Ramalina celastri (Cartilage lichen)
10. Xanthoria parietina (Common sunburst lichen)

11. Pterygodium crispum 
      (Pigsnout monkshood)
12. Helichrysum cochleriforme 
      (Gold & Silver everlasting)
13. Ehrharta calycina 
      (Perennial veldgrass)
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Species list additions continued...
ARACHNIDS
14. Euprosthenopsis pulchella (Dark sheetwebber spider)
15. Harpactira marksi (Elizabethfontein Baboon Spider)
16. Genus Olios (Golden huntsman spider)

INSECTS
17. Cacyreus fracta fracta (Water geranium  
       bronze) image by Corne Rautenbach
18. Paralacydes vocula (Zebra Emine moth)
19. Mesocelis monticola 
      (Mountain White-spot caterpillar)
20. Ischnura senegalensis 
      (Marsh bluetail damselfly)
21. Akicera grisea (Shieldback locust)
22. Scarabaeus intricatus (Dung beetle)
       image by Meagan Eddy
23. Family Lampyridae (Fireflies)
24. Brinckiella aptera (Mute Winter katydid) VUL
25. Elasmopoda valga image by Tammy-lee Solomons
26. Theuma sp (Long-spinneret ground spider)
27. Ceroplesis capensis 
      (Flat-faced longhorn beetle)



The experience



Thank You’s
A heartfelt thanks to each and every participant who dedicated their time during our 2022 Faunal 
Survey.  Not only did you physically participate, but spent the extra hours to either download your 
photographs or upload them to i-Naturalist.  

A big thank you to all the people behind the scenes on i-Naturalist who put time aside to help identify 
the photographs.  This has been an immense help in updating the species lists of the Cape Flats 
Nature Reserve. 

To Linda van Heerden (Biodiversity and Conservation Biology) and Monya Dietrich (Science Faculty), 
thank you for sharing the survey invititation to staff and students.  

A special thank you to Prof’s Bryan Maritz and Adriaan Engelbreght, you were a big help guiding and 
overseeing the reptile survey, pitfall traps and Sherman traps and getting your students involved.

Thank you to everyone, volunteers and students who enthusiastically joined and helped make this 
survey a success. We hope that you have left with some new skills and experience.

We would also like to extend a special thank you to Ornithologist, Dieter Oschadleus and his team for 
assisting each year with the bird ringing and enlightning our students and visitors about ringing and 
data capturing.

Thank you to our early birders, Martin Hendricks, Felicity Ellmore, Denver Hendricks and Karis Daniel 
for heading up the bird watching session.  It is the most peaceful time of day and everyone loved 
learning from you. 

A butterfly was added thanks to the keen eyes of Corne Rautenbach and Kevin Drummond-Hay.  
Thank you so much for joining and also spreading the word and promoting the reserve.  

The many additions to our flora, moss and lichens list would not have been possible without the help 
of all participants from outside organizations, students and community members from near and far. 
Thank you all for carefully scanning each section of the reserve and photographing everything in 
flower. 

A special thank you to Prof Lincoln Raitt and Dr Rosemary Raitt for everything you do for our Unit and 
spending your time surveying the reserve with us. 

Another special thank you to entomologist, Handre Basson for joining us again and for the many 
behind the scenes ID’s.  Most of our additions are insects and our list is growing thanks to your help!
 
And last but not least, thank you to the UWC Nature Reserve Unit staff for putting in the hard work to 
prepare for, and long hours during and after the survey. 

We can arrange this survey each year, but without the supportive staff, students and community, it 
would not be possible.  Thank you all and we hope to see you again next year!
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