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Honouring and living the legacy of Desmond Mpilo Tutu at UWC 
 

1. The vision of a Chair in Theology and Transformation 
The University of the Western Cape launched its efforts to establish a Desmond Tutu Chair of 
Ecumenical Theology and Social Transformation in Africa as early as 2006. The University 
thought this to be an appropriate way to honour the legacy of its long-standing Chancellor, 
Archbishop emeritus Desmond Tutu.  

The person 

Beloved South African Desmond Mpilo Tutu is probably one of the best known clerics in the 
world. As a matter of fact, with Nelson Mandela he has been an icon, a legend, even for 
international stars such as Bono, Sir Richard Branson and Opra. His disarming sense of 
humour and his humility have endeared him to people across the globe.  

 

Awards 

He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 and was awarded the Albert Schweitzer Prize for 
Humanitarianism and the Magubela Prize for Liberty in 1986. In 1987 he was awarded the 
Pacem in Terris Award (named after the 1963 encyclical letter by Pope John XXIII that called 
upon all people of good will to secure peace among all nations). Tutu is deeply committed to 
fighting against global AIDS and has served as the honorary Chairperson for the Global AIDS 
Alliance. In February 2007 he was awarded the Ghandi Peace Prize, and more recently, in 
2013 he received the prestigious Templeton Prize for his unique contributions to bring 
religion and scientific knowledge on themes such as reconciliation and forgiveness closer. He 
serves as the unofficial “leader” of the very influential group of senior citizens, called “The 
Elders”, regularly meeting in hot spots around the world and prophesying words of wisdom, 
warning and comfort. 
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Theology and Transformation 

The twin focus on ecumenical theology and social transformation embodies lifelong 
commitments and the pillars of his legacy:  

• he has played a vital leadership role in the ecumenical movement 
• he is a world leader on issues of justice, peace and sustainable development 
• he has shown deep dedication and commitment to processes of transformation 
• he has advocated a spirit of humanity and healing through his leadership of the TRC 

At the heart of the ecumenical movement lies the commitment to seek common understanding 
and fellowship across religious divides. Desmond Tutu has contributed significantly to 
ecumenical theology through his involvement in the Theological Education Fund, the Faith 
and Order Commission, the South African Council of Churches, and his unique ministry 
within the Anglican Communion. For his distinct form of Ubuntu theology, forged in the 
struggle against apartheid, he has drawn on Black, African and Liberation Theology as well as 
classical Christian teaching. On this basis he never ceases to emphasise the inherent dignity 
and immeasurable worth of every person. He has become well known, even famous, for his 
social activism, but he has also written many theological books during his long career. His 
theological reflections, based on a deep spirituality of meditation and prayer, are profound 
and worthy of serious study. 

Tutu’s commitment to ecumenical theology is inseparable from his dedication to social 
transformation. It can be argued that it is his spirituality that empowers him to address social 
problems so directly and effectively, while at the same time, working towards transformation 
stimulates and deepens his distinctive form of spirituality. He simply embodies the biblical 
injunction “be transformed by the renewing of your minds” (Romans 12:2). He has 
recognised the need for the liberation of both the downtrodden victims and their oppressors 
like few others, and has worked tirelessly for justice, reconciliation, sustainability and peace. 
Spirituality and transformation are the two legs carrying his impressive legacy. 

A few endorsements 

If we wanted to we could string together a long list of international endorsements of the idea 
of the Chair, received from all over the world,since we started this project. However, in a very 
real sense that would be superfluous, since Desmond Tutu’s work is well known globally and 
his stature is simple a given. However, just for the fun, here are a few selected jewels: 

• Prof Jakes Gerwel (Previous Rector of UWC, and at the time of this endorsement 
Chairperson of the Nelson Mandela Foundation): 

“Desmond Tutu has been such a central figure in the various phases and facets of the South 
African story that there can be few more deserving to be honoured in a manner that passes on 
the legacy, teachings, examples and messages of his extra-ordinary life and work. In the 
darkest days of apartheid he not only courageously and unflinchingly opposed the iniquities 
of that system; he moreover represented a beacon of light in that darkness through his 
inspiring demonstrations of faith in our common humanity and capacity for good. This Chair, 
we believe, will serve to keep that legacy alive, transmitting it to coming generations as it 
deserves to be done. With best wishes of Mr Mandela, the Nelson Mandela Foundation, and 
myself”. 

• Dr K.G. Hammar (Archbishop emeritus, Church of Sweden, instrumental in our 
renewed belief that an endowed Chair, based on goodwill and generosity, is possible): 
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“Desmond Tutu is a prophet of today, a Christian of tomorrow and a sign of hope. A Chair 
not only in his name but in his spirit would be most welcome and needed for Africa but also 
for the whole world.” 

• Anna Marie Aagaard (Professor emeritus, University of Aarhus, Denmark): 

“The attempt to establish a Desmond Tutu Chair in Ecumenical Theology at UWC merits 
substantial support from the international community, and not least from the North, both in 
terms of academic exchange and financial underpinnings. Few things would better serve 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s ongoing challenge to the ecumenical world than a programme, 
headed up by an endowed Chair, of vigorous critical research on church and society”. 

• Wolfgang Huber (Bishop emeritus, Evangelical Church in Germany): 

“It is a great idea to honour Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s theological, pastoral and political 
activities in such a way and to give a future to the combination of sincerity and courage, of 
prophetic witness and deep faith, which is so characteristic for his person and his work.” 

• Dr Gunnar Staalsett (Bishop emeritus of Oslo, Norway): 

“It is my privilege to give my enthusiastic support for a Chair in ecumenical theology 
honouring Archbishop Desmond Tutu. This is a great idea that should be the dream of any 
university… Among the many well deserved laureates of the Nobel Peace Prize, few like him 
continue to fascinate and inspire people around the world for the great cause of humanity. He 
has continued to be a prophetic voice as the world faces new challenges such as HIV/Aids and 
global warming. Archbishop Tutu has broadened the ecumenical vision to include all people 
of good will of every living faith and worldview. He is a 21st century messenger for truth and 
reconciliation”.  

 

 



 

Tutu and the “University of the struggle”

UWC was called“the university of the struggle
stage:“the intellectual home of the left”. Its logo “Respice, Prospice”
forward”) is mirrored in the inscription below the two figures
beginning and the end” -suggesting that 

Almost simultaneous with Prof Jakes Gerwel’s inauguration as Rector at UWC in 1987, 
Tutu’s appointment as Chancellor in 1988 started a long, enriching and profound relationship 
with this university of the struggle, as symbolised by the beautiful s
mother and her triumphantly graduating son, at the entrance of Freedom Square on campus.

Desmond Tutu’s internationally recognised stature as an outspoken anti
meant he was also able to speak out against injustice 
countries he visited, and at the same time championing UWC’s trans
marched side by side with UWC staff and students, led rallies and was tear
them. He served as Chancellor for a r
for him to let go of this “job”. 

Beginning with rotating Chairs and the annual Desmond Tutu lecture

Prof TinyikoMaluleke (between Prof DaanCloete and Prof Hans Engdahl of UWC), at the occasion of 
Maluleke’s Desmond Tutu lecture in 20
years before that senior African scholars such as Prof Jesse Mugambi from Kenya and Prof Elias 
Mbongba from Nigeria and the USA delivered lectures in honour

5 

the “University of the struggle” 

the university of the struggle”, “ the workers’ university
intellectual home of the left”. Its logo “Respice, Prospice” 

is mirrored in the inscription below the two figures in the famous statue above
suggesting that “origins” do not always determine “t

Almost simultaneous with Prof Jakes Gerwel’s inauguration as Rector at UWC in 1987, 
Tutu’s appointment as Chancellor in 1988 started a long, enriching and profound relationship 
with this university of the struggle, as symbolised by the beautiful statue, of the working 
mother and her triumphantly graduating son, at the entrance of Freedom Square on campus.

Desmond Tutu’s internationally recognised stature as an outspoken anti-apartheid activist 
meant he was also able to speak out against injustice and oppression, and spread the word in 
countries he visited, and at the same time championing UWC’s transformation efforts. He 
marched side by side with UWC staff and students, led rallies and was tear-
them. He served as Chancellor for a record period of almost 25 years. It was clearly difficult 

 

Beginning with rotating Chairs and the annual Desmond Tutu lecture 

Prof TinyikoMaluleke (between Prof DaanCloete and Prof Hans Engdahl of UWC), at the occasion of 
Desmond Tutu lecture in 2010, with Dutch guests, Prof Cees van der Kooi a

years before that senior African scholars such as Prof Jesse Mugambi from Kenya and Prof Elias 
Mbongba from Nigeria and the USA delivered lectures in honour of Desmond Tutu.

the workers’ university”, and even at one 
 (“Look back, look 

in the famous statue above: “the 
do not always determine “the end”. 

Almost simultaneous with Prof Jakes Gerwel’s inauguration as Rector at UWC in 1987, 
Tutu’s appointment as Chancellor in 1988 started a long, enriching and profound relationship 

tatue, of the working 
mother and her triumphantly graduating son, at the entrance of Freedom Square on campus. 

apartheid activist 
and oppression, and spread the word in 

ormation efforts. He 
-gassed alongside 

It was clearly difficult 

 

 

Prof TinyikoMaluleke (between Prof DaanCloete and Prof Hans Engdahl of UWC), at the occasion of 
Cees van der Kooi and his wife. In 

years before that senior African scholars such as Prof Jesse Mugambi from Kenya and Prof Elias 
of Desmond Tutu. 
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Driven by the vision of studying, teaching and further researching Desmond Tutu’s legacy in 
theology and transformation, the Chair was initially promoted through annual Desmond Tutu 
lectures. The Chair itself was finally established in 2012, initially in the form of a rotating 
chair, but in July 2013 it was decided to appoint Prof Christo Lombard, upon his retirement, 
primarily to manage the process towards the reignited vision of a fully endowed chair. This 
vision has grown over the past year or two to not only include the task to find generous 
funding for the Chair itself, the associated annual lectures, various associated research 
projects and programmes, and bursaries for post-graduate students in theology, ethics, human 
rights and transformation studies, but also for the establishment of a Desmond Tutu Centre for 
Spirituality and Society at the University where Desmond Tutu served for almost 25 years as 
beloved Chancellor. 

 

 

The UWC Chancellor (on his way to deliver the Desmond Tutu lecture in the year of his retirement as 
Chancellor, in March 2011), is here facing the media, together with the Rector, Prof Brian O’Connell 
and Prof Hans Engdahl from Sweden (Extra-ordinary Professor at UWC), who has been deeply 
involved in the establishment of the Desmond Tutu Chair, via his extensive ecumenical contacts. 

Honouring Tutu’s legacy of spirituality(theology) and action (social transformation) 

The Chair was thus the first step to ensure that we honour, treasure and sustain the vision and 
legacy of our long-standing Chancellor. This implies the need to capture Desmond Tutu’sown 
vision – which obviously does not merely focus on his own person and prophetic ministry 
(however illustrious and significant that may be), but on a particularvision for 
socialtransformation. For the Arch, the energy to engage in so many dimensions of social 
transformation is derived from a distinct ecumenical spirituality. This spirituality was born 
from the engagement of his Anglican rootedness in the disciplines of the Community of the 
Transfiguration with all the ecumenical and socio-political challenges he faced. The focus of 
the chair is therefore on the interplay between ecumenical theology and social transformation, 
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with specific reference to the African context. It is the elusive “and” that captures the 
imagination. It is clear that Tutu’s spirituality is prompted and deeply shaped by his social 
context. At the same time it is his spirituality that empowers his prophetic ministries, 
especially in the face of intractable obstacles. How, then, can this energy be tapped into and 
channelled in order to address contemporary and emerging challenges? 

Three contexts 

The significance of this focus has to be understood in especially three contexts: 

1. Firstly, in the contemporary South African context there can be no doubt on the need for a 
vibrant and resurgent civil society (alongside various levels of government, business and 
industry) in order to address numerous stark challenges. The crucial role played by religious 
communities in this regard is widely recognised, albeit that religion is often ambiguous, 
stimulating social reform but also deform. In civil society one may distinguish between non-
government organisations, community based organisations and faith based organisations. One 
may say that such faith based organisations function as dynamos for social transformation. If 
so, the energy that elicits and sustains such change, exemplified in Tutu’s ministry, should be 
understood in order to maximise its potential but also to avoid distortions. 

 

 

Here the “retired” Archbishop emeritus speaks to a crowd gathered for a “March of Witness” 
(against corruption in government and violence in society), from District Six to the gates of 
Parliament, on Saturday 19 April 2014. He has consistently been calling for the religious 
communities and civil society to “speak truth to power”. 

2. Secondly, the University of the Western Cape has often described itself as an “engaged” 
university. This requires unpacking since such engagement may well function as a one-way 
process, for example in the form of continuous education progammes, service centres, 
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outreach projects or marketing exercises. The vision behind the establishment of a Desmond 
Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society is to provide a forum where mutual “engagement” 
can take place with specific reference to faith based organisations. On the one hand, research 
and teaching around social transformation should be supplemented by internships for students 
who hope to find employment in such organisations. On the other hand the expertise gathered 
in such organisations may be channelled for postgraduate teaching and may shape and 
contribute to the university’s research agendas. A forum would provide the space for such 
engagements, but also to organise conferences and workshops, to host visitors and to explore 
common problems. The aim cannot be to take over the role of localised faith based 
organisations but to study and synergise their sources of energy as dynamos of social change. 

 

An example of civil society engagement in workshops and colloquia has been for instance the close 
cooperation between the department of Religion and Theology at UWC and the Western Cape 
Religious Leaders Forum. 

3. Thirdly and more specifically, the ecumenical movement has long been characterised by a 
tension between ecclesial debates on Faith and Order (“ecclesiology”) and discourse on the 
social agenda of the church (“ethics”), with reference to what is termed Life and Work, 
Church and Society, and Faith and Science. The intuition of the ecumenical movement is that 
these agendas are closely related but the tension is often undeniable. Again it is the “and” that 
invites reflection. In the African context this is symbolised by two distinct and sometimes 
conflicting theological discourses, namely theologies of liberation and reconstruction and 
theologies of inculturation. The vision behind the establishment of the Desmond Tutu Chair 
therefore includes making a distinct African contribution to wider ecumenical debates on 
ecclesiology and ethics. 



 

An example of ecumenical cooperation on
Churches and the World Council of Churches,
up on the challenge regarding “empire” by
and Theology at UWC worked on the team with the BeyersNaude Centre for Public Theology with Dr 
Allan Boesak (Project Chair back), Prof NicoKoopman (Dean of the Faculty of Theology at 
Stellenbosch), and Rev Avril Rust of 
BADISA, here in serious conversation with the economist, Prof SampieTerreblanc
project and cooperation produced three publications.

The successful establishment of the Chair

Since the rotating Chairwas started 
ErnstConradie and Charles Amjad

Prof Charles Amjad-Ali, in his energetic way,
served for three months as Chair in the 2nd      the witness walk of 19 April 2014) has been
semester of 2012, giving stimulating acade
mic injections in class and at colloquia.            endowment for the Chair and its programmes. 
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An example of ecumenical cooperation onecumenical agendas of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the World Council of Churches, was the project on globalization and justice, following 

“empire” by the Accra Declaration of 2004. The Department of Religion 
at UWC worked on the team with the BeyersNaude Centre for Public Theology with Dr 

back), Prof NicoKoopman (Dean of the Faculty of Theology at 
Stellenbosch), and Rev Avril Rust of the service organisation of the Dutch Reformed churches, 
BADISA, here in serious conversation with the economist, Prof SampieTerreblanc
project and cooperation produced three publications. 

The successful establishment of the Chair 

was started in 2012, scholars such as Professors
ErnstConradie and Charles Amjad-Ali occupied the Desmond Tutu Chairuntil June 2013

Ali, in his energetic way,    Prof Christo Lombard (showing his poster for 
served for three months as Chair in the 2nd      the witness walk of 19 April 2014) has been

of 2012, giving stimulating acade-     appointed as from July 2013 to ensure a full 
mic injections in class and at colloquia.            endowment for the Chair and its programmes. 

 

of the World Alliance of Reformed 
was the project on globalization and justice, following 

the Accra Declaration of 2004. The Department of Religion 
at UWC worked on the team with the BeyersNaude Centre for Public Theology with Dr 

back), Prof NicoKoopman (Dean of the Faculty of Theology at 
the service organisation of the Dutch Reformed churches, 

BADISA, here in serious conversation with the economist, Prof SampieTerreblanche (left). This 

essors Christo Lombard,  
until June 2013.  

 
Prof Christo Lombard (showing his poster for  

served for three months as Chair in the 2nd      the witness walk of 19 April 2014) has been 
appointed as from July 2013 to ensure a full  

mic injections in class and at colloquia.            endowment for the Chair and its programmes.  
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Prof Ernst Conradie, current Chairperson of the Department of Religion and Theology (left in serious 
conversation with Prof PremeshLalu, Director of the   Centre for Humanities Research, and right with 
the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Prof Duncan Brown. Prof Conradie has been a driving force over 
years for the establishment of the Desmond Tutu Chair and he is a prolific researcher. 
 

During the first semester of 2013, with heightened public interest in the Chair and the 
programmes of the Department of Religion and Theology, the Department reviewed the 
budget and strategy for establishing a fully endowed Chair, in line with the original idea and 
plan. It was then decided, and approved, by the Faculty of Arts and the Senate Appointments 
Committee, to appoint retiring Prof Christo Lombard in the Chair for an interim period, 
starting in July 2013, with the express goal of reaching out to ecumenical partners and donors, 
including local ones, to establish a fully endowed Chair, with a scholarship fund to make 
provision for more post-graduate students researching aspects of Tutu’s legacy of public 
justice, peace, reconciliation and truth.  

Ecumenical Studies and Social ethics 

In 2010 the Department submitted research proposals under the rubric of “Ecumenical Studies 
and Social Ethics”, incorporating several of the existing projects. This has led to a new 
initiative, namely a series of think tanks and public conferences on the interface between 
ecumenical studies and social ethics. The underlying question is how ecclesiology and ethics, 
spirituality and society, an ecumenical vision and moral transformation, Christianity and 
culture, faith and science are connected. The interest is elicited by the “and” in these paired 
concepts. The aim of this project is to identify key areas where this relationship between 
ecclesiology and ethics requires further reflection in the South African and wider African 
contexts, to stimulate reflection on these areas and to provide academic leadership in the 
debate through a series of carefully planned publications. This series of think tanks and public 
conferences are listed here, with the progress made thus far indicated in each case. 

1. Guiding visions for the transition to a post-apartheid society (Friday 9 November 2012)  

Format: Think tank with a preparatory paper by Christo Lombard on the vision 
embedded in the National Development Plan with prepared responses from invited 
participants. A publication on this crucial theme is held in abeyance towards the 
completion of the project 

2. A critical assessment of “reconciliation” as one of the guiding visions during and beyond 
the transition period in South Africa (26 October 2012)  
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Format: Think tank with a position paper by Ernst Conradie and prepared responses by 
invited participants. An edited volume was published in November 2013. 

3. Notions and forms of “ecumenicity”  in (South) Africa (22 February 2013)  

Format: A position paper by Ernst Conradie and prepared responses by invited 
participants. An edited volume was published in November 2013. 

4. The quest for identity within so-called mainline churches in South Africa (24 May 2013) 

Format: One day conference with invited speakers, namely John de Gruchy, Stephen 
Brislin, Thabo Makgoba, MusawenkosiBiyela, Jerry Pillay, Peter Storey and Lindsay 
Rinquest. An edited volume was submitted for publication in November 2013. 

5. Ecumenical engagement in the form of NGO’s and FBO’s as dynamos for social 
transformation in the Western Cape (2 August 2013) 

Format: Think tank with an introductory paper by Charles Amjad-Ali and short 
statements on the vision embedded in various faith-based organisations. More 
contributions are being awaited for publication. 

6. Religion and moral formation towards responsible citizenship (30 August 2013)  

Format: Think tank with a position paper by Charles Amjad-Ali and prepared responses 
by invited participants. The final version of the position paper has not been received as 
yet. 

7. Recognising current ecclesial reform / deform movements in South Africa (28 March  
2014) 

Format: Think tank with short papers by up to 9 invited participants. The colloquium 
resulted in animated discussion and papers are being submitted for publication. 

8. The Pentecostal movement and the Ecumenical movement in Africa (30 May 2014) 

Format: One day conference with papers by invited participants. The planning is in 
progress. 

9. African notions of ethical leadership (29 August 2014) 

Format: One day think tank with a position paper by Christo Lombard and prepared 
responses by various invited participants 

10. Ecclesiology, Ethics and Ecumenism (31 August – 2 September 2014) 

Format: Three day colloquium co-hosted with the Department of Religious Studies 
(UCT) at Volmoed with four invited international scholars participating. 

11. Ecclesiology and ethics: The state of ecumenical theology in Africa (4-6 June 2015) 

Format: Three day conference to be hosted at UWC. The date and theme has been 
finalized and communicated to stakeholders. Further planning will follow during the 
course of 2014. 

It is not difficult to see how these colloquia, think tanks and conferences, with published 
papers, fit in with and give concrete substance to the two legs of Desmond Tutu’s theological 
and social legacy: “ecumenicity” and “transformation”.The ten themes of the Ecumenical 
Studies and Social Ethics project are all directly related to Desmond Tutu’s legacy as South 
Africa’s prime public theologian. Moreover, these think tanks and conferences have actively 
drawn in church leaders, faith based and community based organisations, and non-
government organisations, operating actively within civil society – one of the prime 
objectives of honouring Desmond Tutu’s legacy. Backed up by the Department of Religion 
and Theology, these colloquia and conferences successfully revived something of the past 
glory of truly engaged theology so deeply associated with UWC, and it captured the typical 
profile sought for the Desmond Tutu Chair.  
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The project will be concluded with an international conference on “Ecclesiology and Ethics: 
The State of Ecumenical Theology in Africa”,to be hosted at UWC, 3-6 June 2015. It is part 
of the planning for the future of the Chair that promising mid-career theologians from Africa, 
male and female, will be identified and invited to participate in this conference and hopefully 
become contenders for appointment in a fully endowed Chair, hopefully shortly after the 
conference. 

Cooperation with the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation 

Within this scenario the vision for the Desmond Tutu Chair at UWC was reignited and many 
positive developments have taken place during the second semester of 2013. A close 
understanding with Rev Mpho Tutu, Director of the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy 
Foundation, has been established, including cooperation in an ecumenical programme 
regularly accommodating groups of American students doing “service” in South African civil 
society. The Desmond Tutu Peace Lecture, now already an international annual event on 
UWC’s calendar, organised by the Desmond and Leah Legacy Foundation, has facilitated 
contact with international well-wishers. The Annual Desmond Tutu Academic Lecture, in 
which some aspect of Tutu’s rich theology is being highlighted, will in August 2014 focus on 
citizen responsibility, as part of one of the conferences on Ecumenical Studies and Social 
Ethics. With the Chair now established and functioning, many invitations for academic 
cooperation, on teaching and research, and engagement with public issues, are forthcoming. 

The Chair and the churches, religious groups and civil society 

Recently, the Chair and Prof Conradieparticipated in the Concerned Citizens Group, which 
successfully averted an illegal and possibly violent protest in the City of Cape Town, while 
also mediating (with the blessings and active participation of emeritus Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu) in talks between the affected communities and the Western Cape government on issues 
of service delivery. The Chair has a direct working relationship with the active Western Cape 
Religious Leader Forum in which the new UWC Chancellor, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, 
plays a dynamic leading role, as illustrated by the very recent “March of Witness” by a strong 
group of religious leaders and a few thousand followers, from District Six to the gates of 
Parliament, where “truth was spoken to power” in no uncertain terms. 

Reaching out to partners and donors 

During September 2013 Prof Lombard, with the assistance of Prof Hans Engdahl, undertook 
the first of four planned trips to meet overseas partners and donors, targeting existing donors 
in Sweden and Germany. The outcome of this venture was extremely positive, with Lund 
Mission Society (who are involved in funding two major ecumenical Chairs, one in Lund and 
one in Jerusalem) offering a substantial start-up amount, and possible further involvement in 
the ongoing funding of the Chair. The EvangelischesMissionswerk (EMW) in Hamburg also 
showed keen interest to restart and speed up their pledges of the past (affirming willingness to 
start paying the first instalments of a healthy three year pledge.) This, together with other 
pledges, means that the one trip secured circa R10 million. In mid-March a similar trip 
targeted partners in the UK (including Dr Burridge of King’s College, in connection with the 
Tutu digital library, and various influential church people and politicians), including officials 
of ACTSA, Lambeth Palace, Christian Aid and St Ethelburgha’s Reconciliation Centre in 
central London.During a next trip, planned for early May, follow-up visits will be made in 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands and Germany. In the meantime contacts in the USA 
will be followed up (with assistance from influential theologians such as Prof John de 
Gruchy) to plan a trip for November 2014, before the annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion. Sound pledges by South African business partners are already 
materialising. There is much goodwill and plenty to be thankful for. 
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2. The Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society 

A very important new detail which has become clear and prominent, in discussions with our 
partners and donors, and also via internal discussions in the Department and Faculty, is the 
strong recognition that the Desmond Tutu Chair almost automatically calls for a Desmond 
Tutu Centre (for Spirituality and Society), in which teaching, research and community 
engagement (especially with civil society) in the field of religion, society and science can be 
accommodated in the Faculty of Arts.  

The idea of a Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society has indeed sparked very keen 
enthusiasm from church leaders, civil society actors, colleagues in the Faculty, and perhaps 
most importantly: current and potential donors.There has been a long-standing interest in 
discourse on social transformation at the University of the Western – in many departments 
and across several faculties. In the Faculty of Arts this has been a special interest in the 
Institute for Social Development and the departments of Philosophy, Religion and Theology 
and Women and Gender Studies. Although the concept of “social transformation” is 
necessarily rather amorphous, colleagues in the Department of Anthropology / Sociology 
have contributed to conceptual clarification alongside the other initiatives that may be covered 
under this umbrella term. The envisaged Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society 
will seek to consolidate and enhance existing teaching, research and community engagement 
activities in this field in the following ways: 

• Postgraduate modules offered in this field in various departments will be packaged and 
marketed as a more or less integrated offering (at least within a common timetable) in 
order to attract students to studies in social transformation.  

• Several existing research frameworks and projects will be acknowledged under this 
umbrella. In terms of the current significant research projects in the faculty this may 
include a) Transformative Social Policy Programme b) The Earth in God’s economy 
(ecological theology), c) Ecumenical Studies and Social Ethics and d) Gender Equality. 

• The core of the envisaged Centre’s activities will be to develop partnerships with various 
non-government organisations, community based organisations and faith-based 
organisations in civil society that work on speficic aspects of social transformation. The 
aim of these partnerships will be twofold. Firstly, the centre will offer an outlet to scholars 
and activists employed in such organisations to disseminate their work through research 
and postgraduate teaching in terms of the existing modules in the curriculum of various 
departments. It will thus strengthen the academic reflection within such organsiations. 
Secondly, the Centre will establish channels of communication with such partners in order 
to allow final year and postgraduate students to do internships within such organisations 
(whether voluntary or not) in order to understand developments in the appropriate fields, 
to gain field experience and to enhance their employability. 

• The existing research projects will operate at the cross-section of this two way process. 
Postgraduate students will be encouraged to do research within collaborate research 
frameworks that can collectively help to understand processes of social transformation. 

• In order to aid this process, the Centre will host seminars, workshops and public 
conferences with inputs from academics and activists in the field.  

• The Centre will also provide an institutional home for visiting academics working in any 
one of the fields indicated above. 
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With the view to establishing such a Centre, the following agendas and priorities for the work 
of the Chair during 2014 were endorsed at a planning meeting of the Department of Religion 
and Theology at UWC, in December 2013 (apart from normal teaching and supervision on the 
Desmond Tutu legacy; running the Programmes of the Ecumenical Studies and Social Ethics 
Project; the Desmond Tutu Annual Lecture, etc.):  

1. Reports to various donors (as appropriate during the first semester of 2014) 

2. A new brochure with endorsements (specific brochures for Europe, the UK and the 
USA, as needed for the different trips)  

3. The three trips to the UK, Europe and the USA, scheduled for 2014 

4. Setting up a Trust Fund for the Chair and Centre, with three focal areas: the Chair, the 
Centre, and Scholarships and a Committee to manage the Fund(May 2014) 

5. Laying the groundwork for a Centre for Spirituality and Society within the Faculty of 
Arts (to serve at Council by June 2014) 

6. Reaching out to South African donors (March – October 2014) 

7. Preparing a profile of a suitable candidate for the endowed Chair and a provisional list 
of candidates (by December 2014) and setting up a Search Committee 

8. Preparing the Conference on “Ecclesiology and Ethics: The State of Ecumenical 
Theology in Africa Today” (3-6 June 2015) 

9. Building networks regarding the Desmond Tutu digital archives (especially during visits 
to the UK). 

10. Sealing cooperation with the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation and other 
Desmond Tutu Chairs and Centres 

The involvement and assistance of UWC Senior Management 

The small committee, now driving the process towards a fully endowed Desmond Tutu Chair 
(Prof Ernst Conradie, Prof Hans Engdahl and Prof Christo Lombard), has submitted the above 
plans and priorities at a meeting with the UWC Senior Management (including the Rector, 
Prof Brian O’Connell, the Vice Rector, Prof RhameshBharuthram, and the Institutional 
Planner, Mr Larry Pokpas), on 23 January 2014. At this meeting, the proposal for the 
Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society has been approved in principle by the 
Management, and then also through the structures of the Faculty of Arts (in March 2014), and 
it will now serve at Senate and Council level before June 2014. The Centre will hopefully be 
in place by July 2014! 

Thethreefold purpose of this Centre 

The goals of the Desmond Tutu Centre for Spirituality and Society will be to 

(a) reflect on the distinct role of religion in civil society in the current South African context 
where a lively debate in this regard has re-emerged;  

(b) reflect on and theorise about what an “engaged university” (which UWC prides itself to 
be) really means; and  

(c) sustain further debate on ecclesiology and ethics in the Western Cape, with specific 
reference to a large number of Faith-Based Organisations (FBO’s) and Community-Based 
Organisations (CBO’s) that may be regarded as the real dynamos of social transformation. 
Almost all of them are working in impoverished communities in and around Cape Town and 
deal with a range of issues including violence against women and children, inclusive 
ministries (in terms of sexual orientation), caring for AIDS orphans, caring for the elderly, the 
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prophetic voice of the church and so forth. The Department of Religion and Theology has 
built up close relationships with many of these organisations so that they already participate 
regularly in events hosted by the department. 

The Centre will provide a forum for two-way traffic so that the expertise developed in such 
organisations will be disseminated through academic research and teaching in a way that will 
also shape research agendas and so that our staff and students will reinforce the work done in 
such organisations. The forum will allow for hosting visitors but especially for hosting 
workshops and conferences on themes that are of common concern. 

 

The meeting with the Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Rev Mpho Tutu, Director of the Desmond and 
Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, on 26 March 2014, where the UWC plans for the Chair and the Centre 
in Tutu’s name were endorsed and close cooperation on this legacy was richly blessed. 

3. Providing Bursaries for post-graduate studies in Spirituality and 
Social Transformation 

A logical third pillar of the process of honouring Desmond Tutu’s legacy at UWC is to make 
ample provision for students to study this legacy and its implications and implementation in 
new, future contexts, in Southern Africa and the world at large. To handle the whole process 
of funding these dreams, and of receiving donations from South African and overseas donors, 
effective and transparent, we are in the process of setting up a Desmond Tutu Trust Fund and 
a Committee of responsible functionaries and partners. 
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The Desmond Tutu Trust Fund 

In the current efforts to establish a fully endowed Desmond Tutu Chair, a managed Desmond 
Tutu trust fund will be established that will serve three purposes (that will be kept apart 
administratively), namely  

(a) The Desmond Tutu Chair itself,  

(b) Projects of the Desmond Tutu Centre, and  

(c) makingScholarships available for postgraduate students to do research within the 
framework that has been established as has been described above. 

The third “leg” needed to ensure proper study of and research into aspects of the Tutu legacy 
will be the provision of ample bursaries for post-graduate students who wish to study in any 
academic field inspired by Desmond Tutu’s legacy, especially Masters, Doctoral and Post-
doctoral students. These fields could include for instance the following: Christian spirituality, 
Ecumenical Theology, Ecological Theology, Ethical Leadership, Business Ethics, 
Environmental Ethics, Sexual Ethics, Entrepreneurial Ethics, Science and Religion, 
Reconciliation and Justice, Social Transformation, Sustainable Development – there are many 
possibilities! 

In South Africa business people who have been approached have reacted keenly to this 
proposal that they or their companies support a specific masters and doctoral bursary (given a 
name associated with their company) over an extended period, e.g. ten or 15 years. 

“The million dollar question” 

This question, about “the money”, the funding, can be answered very briefly: The target for a 
fully endowed Chair and Centre with Bursaries is as follows: Chair:  BP 1.5 million, Centre: BP 1.5 
million, Bursaries: BP 1.5 million. We trust to get to this target by June 2015 with the help of all our 
partners in Europe, the UK and the USA, as well as business people and organisations from South 
Africa.“Ora et labora!Pray and work!” 

These then are the plans to honour the unique human being called Desmond Tutu: at 
UWC, “a place of quality, a place to grow, from hope to action through knowledge”!! 

 

UWC library                                                           New Life Science building 

CONTACT DETAILS:  Prof Christo Lombard, Department of Religion and Theology, 
University of the Western Cape, Private Bag X17, Bellville 7530, South Africa, tel +27-
219592206, fax, +27-219591313, clombard@uwc.ac.za   Web (click on link to Desmond 
Tutu Chair):   www.uwc.ac.za/faculties/art/randt/pages/research-frameworks.aspx 
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Prof Hans Engdahl and Prof Christo               Prof Christo Lombard, Prof Hans Engdahl, 
      Lombard in front of King’s College,                  and Dr Roger Willaimson received at 
      London, where Desmond Tutu  studied             Lambeth Palace, London, March 2014            
 

 

     A post-graduate seminar at the Department       Graduation ceremony at UWC – many happy faces 
of Religion and Theology, UWC – senior and     and fulfilled dreams! 
junior students learning together! 
 

 

    South Africa’s Noble Peace Laureates:               The Rector signing a big contract with Petro SA 
    Tutu second from left 

 


