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INTRODUCTION 
 
This handbook contains lots of information about your rights and responsibilities as a student 
in the Law Faculty. It has been written to improve communication between the staff and the 
students, and to clarify expectations.  Please read it through at the beginning of the year, 
and refer to it throughout the year. 
 
Please note that this handbook is intended to supplement and not replace the general 
university rules, most of which are set out in the University’s Calendar. 
 
You will notice that this handbook contains a large section dealing with writing, researching, 
referencing and plagiarism.  As a law student, you will have to research, write and submit 
many assignments for credit.  Assignment writing is a problem for many students, either 
because they plagiarise or because they do not reference their work correctly.  Please read 
the sections on referencing and plagiarism very carefully and always refer to them when 
doing your assignments. 
 
Writing and research skills are key components of a law student’s education. They are also 
essential for practising law.  You cannot become a good lawyer if you cannot research the 
law and write the necessary legal documents.  You will not be able to provide your clients 
with high quality legal services if you are unable to express their arguments precisely in 
language which is clear, correct and convincing. Therefore, you must try and master the art 
of researching and writing the law as soon as possible. 
 
Remember always that words and their correct usage are, as Lord Denning put it, ‘a 
lawyer’s tools of trade’. Other professionals have specialised instruments or machines or 
tools to enable them to do their jobs.  Lawyers have nothing but words as their tools! Other 
people’s lives or livelihood may well depend on your ability to use words correctly and 
effectively.  Therefore, you must aim to become a wordsmith as quickly as possible. 
 
Use this handbook as a companion to your law studies. The law is a weird and wonderful 
world.  We hope that this handbook gives you some of the help you will need as you wind 
your way through it. 
 
Read the following quotations carefully: 
 

WS Gilbert (1836 - 1911) 
‘The law is the true embodiment 

Of everything that’s excellent 
It has no kind of fault or flaw, 

And I, my Lords, embody the Law.’ 
 
 

 
Eighteenth-century English Rhyme 

‘The law condemns the man or woman 
Who steals the goose from off the common 

But leaves the greater felon loose 
Who steals the common from the goose.’ 
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Each of these quotations says something very important about the nature and meaning of 
law. Meditate upon them as you proceed through your law studies.  Think about them 
carefully and critically as you grapple with the many legal issues which you will encounter 
both as a student and as a professional. 
 
In the meantime, the Law Faculty wishes you all a very enjoyable, productive and successful 
2023! 
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DEAN’S OFFICE – LAW FACULTY 
     

Private Bag X17 Bellville 7535 South Africa 
     Website:  www.uwc.ac.za 
     Dean’s Secretary:  Ms Cheryl Davids (021) 9593757 
      Fax: (021) 959 3313   
     Email:  cfdavids@uwc.ac.za 

Faculty Manager (acting):  Ms Hazel Jeftha (021) 
9593281 Email:  hjeftha@uwc.ac.za 

     Dean:  Professor Jacques de Ville (021) 9593307 
     Email:  jdeville@uwc.ac.za 
     Deputy Dean: Research: Prof Benyam Mezmur 

Tel:  (021) 9593602 Email:  bmezmur@uwc.ac.za  
Deputy Dean: Teaching & Learning: Prof Lea    
Mwambene 

     Tel:  (021) 959 3284 Email:  lmwambene@uwc.ac.za  
 

   

3 January 2023 
 
Dear Student 
 
Welcome to the UWC Law Faculty.  

 

The UWC Law Faculty acknowledges and appreciates your decision to choose it as your 

partner in pursuing a career in law. As Dean, I would like to share with you a few reasons 

why I believe you made a wise choice in choosing this faculty.  

 

UWC is known for the important role it played in bringing about a democratic South Africa. 

Members of the UWC Law Faculty specifically played a significant role in drafting the 

Constitution that governs our country today. You will learn more about the Constitution 

during your studies as well as its importance for every field of law. You will also learn about 

the important contribution that you can make, with your law degree in hand, in the 

achievement of the goals of the Constitution. The UWC Law Faculty has amongst its staff 

some of the leading researchers in the country from whom you will have the opportunity to 

learn about the Constitution and its implications for society.   

 

At the UWC Law Faculty we strive for excellence and in this regard we offer both the 

standard law modules and a range of specialised modules – at both undergraduate and 

postgraduate level – which will add to your knowledge and understanding of the law, and 

http://www.uwc.ac.za/
mailto:cfdavids@uwc.ac.za
mailto:hjeftha@uwc.ac.za
mailto:jdeville@uwc.ac.za
mailto:bmezmur@uwc.ac.za
mailto:lmwambene@uwc.ac.za


 

7 
 
 

which will also give you an edge in seeking employment after the completion of your studies. 

The UWC Law Faculty wants you to be able to take on the opportunities and challenges of 

the 21st century in South Africa and the rest of the world. Many former students of the UWC 

Law Faculty have done so by becoming Judges, Magistrates, Ministers in Government, Law 

Professors, highly successful attorneys and advocates as well as leading figures in the 

business world. You can too - through hard work and dedication. 

 

The academics at the UWC Law Faculty have diverse backgrounds, but share a common 

commitment to bring out the best in their already bright and talented students. We have the 

task of assisting you to learn about the content of the law, but also to think critically about 

the law currently in place. We hope that through your engagement with your law studies and 

your participation in the sporting, social and cultural opportunities offered at UWC (which will 

hopefully again be possible in the coming year), you will become increasingly aware of the 

importance of – 

 

• always conducting yourself ethically and with integrity,  

• treating everyone with empathy and respect,  

• showing a concern for those who are marginalized and oppressed by society, and 

• taking responsibility where it is called for.  

 

Use your time at UWC to learn not only about the law, but also about and from others, as 

well as about yourself.  

 

Prof Jacques de Ville 
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LAW FACULTY STAFF 

  E-mail Address 
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Prof J de Ville jdeville@uwc.ac.za 

Dean’s Administrator   

Ms CF Davids cfdavids@uwc.ac.za 

Deputy Dean  

Prof BD Mezmur bmezmur@uwc.ac.za 

Prof L Mwambene  lmwambene@uwc.ac.za 

Faculty Manager (Acting)   

Ms HP Jeftha hjeftha@uwc.ac.za 

Senior Faculty Officer  

Mr R Meyer  rmeyer@uwc.ac.za 

Faculty Officer   

Mr V Johannes vjohannes@uwc.ac.za 

Mr N Modzanane nmodzanane@uwc.ac.za 

Ms E Sontshete esontshete@uwc.ac.za 

Ms R Valentine rvalentine@uwc.ac.za 
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Ms A Rhoda amrhoda@uwc.ac.za  

Ms L van Graan lvangraan@uwc.ac.za 

Ms H Zimri hzimri@uwc.ac.za 

mailto:amrhoda@uwc.ac.za
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Ms W Dilgee wdilgee@uwc.ac.za 

  

Departmental Heads & Administrators 

Criminal Justice and Procedure  Email Address 

Prof A Hamman ahamman@uwc.ac.za 

Ms EL Witten ewitten@uwc.ac.za  

Mercantile and Labour Law   

Prof R Wandrag mwandrag@uwc.ac.za 

Ms O Xako oxako@uwc.ac.za 

Public Law and Jurisprudence   

Prof W Wessel  wleroux@uwc.ac.za 

Ms L Thomas lthomas@uwc.ac.za 

Private Law   

Prof SM Viljoen suviljoen@uwc.ac.za 

Ms M Nelson mnelson@uwc.ac.za 
                                   
 

Student Advisors for 2023 

Academic Advisor Title  Email Address  

Abduroaf Muneer Dr mabduroaf@uwc.ac.za 

Adams Delecia Ms  dladams@uwc.ac.za 

Albertus Chesne Dr calbertus@uwc.ac.za  

Basson Yvette Dr ywiid@uwc.ac.za 

Chonco Thabile Ms tchonco@uwc.ac.za 

Chinnian Karin Dr kchinnian@uwc.ac.za 

Huysamen Elsabe Ms ehuysamen@uwc.ac.za  

Kasker Sameer Dr mkasker@uwc.ac.za 

mailto:ywiid@uwc.ac.za
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Kondo Tinash Dr tkondo@uwc.ac.za 

Loedolf Kim Ms  ksiebritz@uwc.ac.za 

Mabunda Sagwadi Ms smabunda@uwc.ac.za 

Miggels Alvizo Mr amiggels@uwc.ac.za 

Anzanilufuno Munyai Dr amunyai@uwc.ac.za 

Mupangavanhu Yeukai Prof ymupangavanhu@uwc.ac.za 

Mwambene Lea Prof  lmwambene@uwc.ac.za 

Nanima Robert Prof rnanima@uwc.ac.za 

Ndlovu Precious Dr pndlovu@uwc.ac.za 

Njoko Thulisile Ms tnjoko@uwc.ac.za 

Nortje Windell Dr  wnortje@uwc.ac.za 

Olivier Etienne Dr eolivier@uwc.ac.za 

Osiki Abigail Dr aosiki@uwc.ac.za 

Sibanda Nkanyiso Dr nksibanda@uwc.ac.za 
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mailto:ymupangavanhu@uwc.ac.za
mailto:pndlovu@uwc.ac.za
mailto:ywiid@uwc.ac.za
mailto:abooley@uwc.ac.za
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Loedolf Kim Ms  ksiebritz@uwc.ac.za 
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mailto:adiala@uwc.ac.za
mailto:sjassiem@uwc.ac.za
mailto:wleroux@uwc.ac.za
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Njoko Thulisile Ms tnjoko@uwc.ac.za 

Nkanyiso Sibanda Dr nksibanda@uwc.ac.za 
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Olivier Etienne Dr eaolivier@uwc.ac.za 

Osiki Abigail Dr aosiki@uwc.ac.za 
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mailto:ymupangavanhu@uwc.ac.za
mailto:bmupangavanhu@uwc.ac.za
mailto:jmujuzi@uwc.ac.za
mailto:lmwambene@uwc.ac.za
mailto:pndlovu@uwc.ac.za


 

13 
 
 

Wandrag Riekie Prof mwandrag@uwc.ac.za 

 
 
ABSENTEEISM 
 
Lectures 
You must attend lectures, whether offered virtually or in-person. 
 
UWC is a residential university and lectures constitute the core of its academic programme. 
In fact, according to the university’s rules you may not be absent from lectures without 
permission. 
 
Therefore, you are strongly advised to attend all lectures for all your modules. 
 
The bulk of what you will learn as a law student you will learn in lectures.  Reading a text-
book is no substitute for lecture attendance.  
 
Do not believe that you can make up for absence easily by copying notes of friends.   
The notes of friends more often than not, create problems of their own. What may be self-
explanatory to your friend may be obscure to you; he/she will not emphasize or even write 
down that which you would have considered important had you attended class and vice 
versa. 
 
Attend lectures!  It is an indisputable fact that students who perform poorly are invariably 
the students who do not attend lectures. 
 
In order to foster a culture of academic excellence as well as to enhance the teaching and 
learning experience of lectures and students, all students are kindly requested to adhere to 
the following rules when attending lectures: 
● Students must be present in the lecture venue at the time designated for the 

commencement of a lecture. 
● Students may not leave prior to the conclusion of a lecture. 
● Students must switch off cellular phones before entering a lecture venue. 
● Students must refrain from chatting to other students during a lecture. 
 
A. Tests 
Absenteeism from tests is dealt with on a module-by-module basis. 
 
All information pertaining to special tests or optional tests will be found in your course outline 
which will be module specific.  Your lecturer will provide you with the information with this 
document either in class or on the iKamva site. 
 
NB:   NOTE THAT NO APPLICATION PROCESS IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO WRITE  
THE  SPECIAL TESTS BUT YOU MUST INFORM YOUR LECTURER 
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ACADEMIC EXCLUSION 
 
An academic exclusion means that you are not allowed to renew your registration in the 
Faculty because you have not made sufficient academic progress in your study programme. 
 
According to Rule A.3.2.3 of the University’s rules: 
● a student who is not in final year will be excluded academically after failing the 

same year twice; 
● a final-year student will be excluded academically after failing that year three times. 
 
This rule applies to all law students.  Academic exclusions happen automatically, according 
to the provisions of Rule A.3.2.3. 
 
If you have been academically excluded from the Faculty, you will receive a letter from the 
Registrar advising you of the exclusion. You may apply in writing to the Faculty for 
permission to re-register.  Such an application must be made by the 10th of February 2023, 
published in the University Calendar and indicated in the letter from the Registrar. 
 
If your application to re-register in the Law Faculty fails, you may apply to another faculty to 
register for a different degree.  The new faculty to which you have applied will then decide 
whether to accept you or not. 
 
ADDING AND DELETING MODULES 
 
Once you have registered, you will be required to obtain permission from the Faculty to 
make any amendments to your registration. All registered students will be sent the module 
amendment link, which can also be found on the UWC Law Faculty web page. 
 
The procedure is as follows: 
● Students click on the module amendment link, and complete the relevant form 

requesting the amendment to their registration 
● The student advisor will consider the request and will either approve or decline the 

amendment 
● The Faculty Office will then process the request and notify the student via email. 

 
NB The module amendment process is not to be used as a means of exceeding your 
credit limit.   
 
The academic adviser dealing with your application will assess it on academic grounds. 
 

● Please note the module amendment process exists to correct errors in your 
enrolment.  
 

● It is not a way of shortening your degree or of catching up time you may have already 
lost because of a failure to promote. 
 

● The maximum amount of credits allowed to be registered applies for the entire 
academic year. 

 
 
                                     Please note the following important dates: 
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Type of Module Dates for Amendments 
First Semester and Year 
module 17 of February 2023 

Second Semester modules 24 July 2023 - 27 July 2023 
 
Please bear in mind that you will not be allowed to cancel or delete modules after this 
period. Furthermore, you will be unable to cancel modules before the final examinations, if 
you have not attained the required continuous assessment results. 
 
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONSULT THE LAW FACULTY WEBSITE SHOULD 
THERE BE CHANGES TO THE DATES FOR MODULE AMENDMENTS.  
 
 
ASSOCIATE STUDENTS 
 
According to rule A.5.2.2 Associate Students 
 
a) An associate student may be permitted to register for the purposes of examination or 

final assessment only for a module s/he failed the previous year. An associate student 

may not attend classes or submit material for continuous assessment in the relevant 

module. To be admitted as an associate student, s/he must have obtained a 

continuous assessment mark of at least 50% in the module as well as at least 30% in 

the previous year’s examination or final assessment task. 

 

b) Unless otherwise decided by Senate, a student may be an associate student for 

modules to a maximum of 30 credits per year. 

 

c) A student may apply in writing to the relevant Faculty before the closing date as 

published in the General Calendar.  Please see closing dates below. 

 

d) Associate student status is only valid for the current registration year. 

 
As an associate student, you: 

● keep last year’s continuous assessment mark; 
● do not write tests or submit assignments this year; and 
● may not attend lectures. 

 
You only have to write the final examination in the module. 
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Please note that you cannot become an associate student within the current academic year 
in a module that you did not complete in the previous year. 
 
The closing dates for applications to become an associate student are given in the table 
below: 
 

Type of Module Closing Dates 

First Semester 
and Year 
Modules 

 3RD OF 
FEBRUARY  2023 

Second Semester 
Modules 

 20TH OF  
JULY 2023 

 
GRADUATE ASSISTANTS 
 
The primary role of the GA is to conduct tutorials.  This means that the GA leads and 
facilitates the discussion of the tutorial questions or topics set by the lecturer. 
  
GA’s are appointed because they have done well in the subject and can offer students many 
insights into the structure of the module and about how to deal with the content of the 
module.  They are usually eager to share what they know and to help students overcome 
difficulties which they may experience. 
  
However, please remember that the GA is not a lecturer.  He or she will be prepared for the 
tutorial and will be able to answer most of your questions regarding the tutorial topic, but is 
not in a position to replace the lecturer as far as overall and expert knowledge of the subject 
goes.  Although GAs will be as helpful as possible, it is probably unfair to expect them to 
know offhand the answers to questions which do not concern the specific tutorial topic being 
discussed or debated. 
  
GAs also mark some or all of the tutorial assignments which you have to complete.  
This is done under the guidance and supervision of the lecturer. 
  
You will be able to consult your GA during his or her advertised consultation hours which will 
be provided.  Please stick to their advertised consultation hours, bearing in mind that they 
are themselves postgraduate students.  
  
During these consultation times GAs are available to assist with some of your academic 
difficulties and guide you to solutions.  But do not expect answers to forthcoming 
assignments or tips for forthcoming tests or examinations from your GA! 
  
If your GA cannot assist you with an academic matter, he/she will refer you to the lecturer. 
  
If you have a legitimate complaint, please first approach the GA him- or herself with your 
problem. 
  
If this does not solve the problem, please approach the lecturer in charge of the module. 
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Examples of legitimate complaints would be that: your GA does not come to a tutorial, or 
consistently arrives late, or is unprepared for the tutorial, or has not marked your assignment 
in good time. 
  
  
TUTORIALS 
  
The tutorials form an integral part of the lectures as well as of the continuous evaluation 
programme. 
  
You are expected to attend and participate in all tutorials. 
  
The tutorials will be run by Graduate Assistants (GAs) under the supervision of your 
lecturers.  You have to finalize the time of your tutorial with your GA. 
  
Students will be required to complete and submit tutorial assignments. 
  
  
Tutorial attendance and tutorial assignments have a direct bearing on your continuous 
assessment mark and ultimately play a vital role in your final mark.  Details about the tutorial 
assignments will be given in class. 
  
ASSIGNMENTS 
  
All assignments, unless alternative instructions have been issued by your lecturer, should 
be handed to your GA.  When handing in your assignment, you must sign a register as 
proof that you have submitted the assignment. 
  
Your GA or lecturer will advise you when and where to submit, and will be available to receive 
your assignment at the appointed place and time. 
  
Please keep a copy of every assignment which you submit. 
  
Before handing in your assignment, ensure that you have: 
●             understood the assignment question or topic; 
●             answered the question posed; 
●             consulted the relevant literature; 
●             used research techniques acceptable in and applicable to law studies 
●             evaluated and interpreted your findings in a balanced manner; 
●             presented an assignment which is grammatically and technically correct; 
●             not plagiarized. 
  
In addition, you must take note of the following general points, all of which have a significant 
influence upon the mark which you are awarded for an assignment: 
●             Your assignment must have a clear structure (introduction, arguments, 
conclusion). 
●             Use of authority is very important.  Only refer to authority that you have personally 
consulted.  Always acknowledge sources. Remember that plagiarism is the worst of 
academic sins! 
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●             Coherence and integration are crucial.  There must be a golden thread that 
runs through the assignment.  Identify the issue/problem to be answered, systematically 
explore the problem, and arrive at a final answer. 
●             Spelling and grammar matter in everything you write.  In assignments, spelling 
and grammar form part of the grade which you earn.  Numerous spelling and grammar 
mistakes can easily result in a failing grade.  Always edit your work for such errors before 
submitting.  You can eliminate most mistakes by running a computer spelling and grammar 
check.  It is a good idea to ask a student mentor or other senior student to help check your 
drafts. 
  
An assignment which is well-structured, well-researched, well-written and 
well-presented will impress any marker, and ensure that you receive a good passing grade. 
  
If you experience serious difficulties with assignment writing, please consult the Writing 
Centre where the staff are trained to assist accordingly.  You should ensure that you have 
an appointment with the Writing Centre and that you have completed your assignment 
timeously in order to benefit from the consultation. 
  
COLLECTING TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  
Lecturers will tell their students when test scripts will be available and where they may be 
collected. 
  
In order to prevent test scripts from going missing, no tests or assignments will be given to 
any student other than the one whose name and student number appears on the cover.  So 
please collect your own scripts!  In order to get your script or assignment, you will be required 
to show your student card, and to sign an acknowledgement of receipt. 
  
Marked assignments will usually be returned by your GA during tutorials or during 
his/her consultation hours. 
 
 
 
APPEALING AGAINST A UNIVERSITY DECISION 
 
You may appeal against any decision taken by a Faculty Committee or by a Senate 
Committee. 
 
The appeal procedure is set out in Rule A.1.1.4: 
● An appeal must be lodged in writing within 14 days of the publication of the decision in 

question. 
● The ground(s) of appeal must be specified in the appeal document. 
● An appeal against a Faculty Committee decision must be submitted to the Dean. 
● An appeal against a Senate Committee decision must be submitted to the Registrar. 
● The Dean or Registrar must ensure that the Faculty or Senate Committee which made 

the original decision also deals with the appeal. 
● Once it has considered the appeal, the Faculty or Senate Committee will then refer the 

matter, with its comment and recommendation, to the Senate Executive Committee 
(SEC) for a final decision on behalf of the Senate. 

● If you are unhappy about the decision taken by the Senate Executive you have a right 
of further appeal to the Senate. 
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CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 
 
Continuous assessment occurs in the majority of  Law modules throughout the academic 
year.  It usually constitutes 50% of the value of a module. 
 
It is crucial, therefore, that you work consistently to accumulate a high continuous 
assessment mark.  There is usually a direct relationship between a student’s continuous 
assessment mark and his/her final mark for a module. 
 
Your continuous assessment mark will be calculated on the basis of your tests and 
assignments, according to a predetermined formula.  In some modules, tutorial attendance 
and participation also contribute to the continuous assessment mark. 
 
Details of the worth and composition of the continuous assessment mark will usually be 
explained to you by your lecturer at the beginning of the module. 
 
This information will also be published in the relevant module outline which will be made 
available by your lecturer at the beginning of the module. 
 
Please note that in order to qualify for the final examination you require a continuous 
assessment mark of at least 40%.  See the item titled ‘Duly Performed’ for further details. 
 
COPING WITH YOUR WORKLOAD 
 
Studying Law is demanding.  If you find it difficult to cope with your studies, it is very 
important that you seek help as soon as possible.  The best person to help you is your 
lecturer. Please consult your lecturer timeously.  Many students approach lecturers just 
before the final examinations, when it is far too late to remedy the problem. At university 
level, if you have a problem it is your responsibility to do something about it quickly. 
 
Law is in many ways like mathematics.  You generally progress from simpler ideas to more 
complex ones.  Therefore, if you approach your lecturer just before the final examination 
and say that you do not understand what you studied in the first month of the module, the 
problem is likely to be bigger than you imagined.  It is like going to write matric mathematics 
and realizing that you have never really understood multiplication!  So please do not leave 
your problems until it is too late!  Do not be afraid of appearing to be ignorant - the really 
ignorant student is the one who knows there is a problem and does nothing to fix it! 
 
Lecturers are very willing to spend time with students who genuinely are having difficulty 
with the work and truly are prepared to put in the time and effort to solve the problem.   
 
 
The University also runs an Institute for Counseling which offers help to students who, inter 
alia, feel that they cannot cope. This feeling can often be attributed to various reasons, such 
as inadequate study methods, reading or language problems and not necessarily as a result 
of a lack of ability or effort on the part of the student. These can often be remedied if tackled 
timeously.  If you think you need to consult a Student Counsellor, do so as soon as possible.  
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COMPLAINTS 
 
If you have a grievance against either a lecturer or a member of the administrative staff, it is 
advisable that you first mention your problem to him or her directly so that the two of you 
can try and resolve it.  Should this not produce the desired outcome, approach the relevant 
Head of Department and Dean when necessary. 
 
Your complaints should be made in writing and, again, please confine your complaints to 
professional issues you might have experienced. For example, a lecturer may be speaking 
too softly, or proceeding too quickly or too slowly, or not speaking clearly, but will probably 
not be aware that there is any such difficulty unless he/she is informed of it!  Class 
representatives can also assist in communicating the complaints of the class and take this 
up with the lecturer concerned.  
 
If your lecturer teaches something in a particular way which you find helpful, please also let 
him/her know - it helps lecturers to improve their lectures and teaching methods if they are 
made aware of what they are doing right as well as what they are doing wrong! 
 
Note that all lecturers are required to conduct a lecturer evaluation on a quarterly 
basis in an effort to address whatever challenges students might encounter with a 
particular module.  Students are therefore encouraged to use this opportunity in a 
constructive manner to highlight the concerns they might experience in the module. 
 
CONCURRENT REGISTRATION 
 
A.3.1.15 Concurrent Registrations 
a) A student at this University shall normally not be permitted to enroll simultaneously 

as a student at another university or higher education institution without the 

permission of Senate. 

 

b) A student may apply to enroll at another university for one academic year for modules 

approved by the Faculty concerned, with a view to obtaining recognition for degree 

purposes, provided that s/he - 

 

i) obtains prior permission of Senate; and 

ii) applies for recognition of such modules after completion thereof. 

 
 
As a UWC Law student, you are required to complete all your modules at UWC.   
 
If you do wish to apply for concurrent registration at another institution, you will have to make 
a fully motivated formal application to the Law Faculty Student Affairs Committee for 
consideration.  The required application form is obtainable from the Faculty Office Helpdesk.    
 
Note that: 
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● Applications that are not properly motivated will not be considered.   
● Please note that the fact that you have failed a course at UWC does not constitute a 

good basis for applying to do it at another institution. 
● The fact that the course requested may be cheaper than the UWC course is not a 

good reason for concurrent registration. 
● Please note that the rule on concurrent registration should be read in conjunction with 

the Recognition of Attendance rule A 3.1.12(b)(ii) which requires at least half of the 
period of attendance must be at UWC, including exit modules. 

 
You will receive written notification of the outcome of your application.  If your application is 
successful, you must complete the other university’s module within the current academic 
year, and you must then apply to UWC for recognition of the module. 
 
Please note that: 
● You may not register concurrently at any other university without prior written 

permission from the Faculty; 
● Such permission does not entitle you to any indulgences or concessions from UWC in 

respect of your studies at another university. 
● In the event of any timetable clashes between your UWC courses and your outside 

studies, your obligations to UWC always take precedence. 
 

CONDONED PASSES 
 
A.5.2.10 Condoned Passes 
 
On application by the student, the Faculty Assessment Committee concerned may grant a 
condoned pass under the following provisions: 
 
a) Condoned passes must be granted by the Faculty Assessment Committee based on 
the student’s overall performance. 
 
b) Condoned passes shall be permitted for the purposes of graduation in one of the 
programme’s modules only; they should preferably only be permitted in elective 
modules rather than core modules. 
 
c) A condoned pass permits a student to gain credit for a completed module, which s/he 
failed, where the final mark for the module is no less than 45% and a sub- minimum 
40% in the examination or final assessment has been achieved. 
 
d) A condoned pass may not be granted if there has already been an upward mark 
adjustment for the purpose of a pass in the same year. 
 
e) A condoned pass must be reflected as 50% on the student’s academic record, 
provided that an inscription will indicate that it is a condoned pass. 
 
f) The Senate Assessment Committee should be notified of all condoned passes 
granted. 
 
g) Faculties will finalize the condoned pass and the completion of the student shall be 
done by the Senate Assessment Committee. 
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The Senate may grant a student a condoned pass in a module on the recommendation of 
the Faculty Assessment Committee and/or the Senate Assessment Committee. 
 

  
 
RECOGNITION OF CREDITS 
 
 
You may obtain credit for both internal modules (completed at UWC) and external modules 
(completed at another university), provided they are deemed to be equivalent to current 
UWC modules. 
 
Whether or not a module completed at UWC or at another university is equivalent to a current 
UWC module is decided by the academic department which presents and administers the 
module in question. 
 
The process would require you to complete the application form for recognition of internal 
and external credits.  If the modules are accepted as equivalent to the UWC modules, you 
have to pay a prescribed fee to have them officially recognised.  
 
The recognition or transfer fee is R595.00 for an external module and R350.00 for an internal 
module. The closing date for credit applications is the 10th of February 2023. 
 
Please note that you must pay the fee before your credits will be recognized and transferred 
to your current degree or diploma.  If you do not pay the fee and transfer the credit(s), you 
are deemed not to have completed the module(s) in question.  Many students fail the year 
and some are even refused re-admission to the University because they delay in paying the 
recognition fee.  It is therefore in your best interests to pay the fee as soon as you have 
confirmation that your credits will be recognised. You are encouraged to consult the LAW 
FACULTY website for the link to apply for credits. 
 
FIFTY PERCENT RULE 
 
This is a rule used by virtually all universities, both in South Africa and other countries. 
 
It is a rule which governs the number of credits a student may be granted for modules 
completed earlier or elsewhere.  In simple terms it says that a student must complete at 
least 50% of the modules in a degree at the university which confers the degree upon him 
or her. 
 
By example, this means that if you are doing an LLB at UWC, you may not get credit for 
more than 50% of the modules prescribed for the LLB at another university.  In other words, 
in order to graduate with an LLB from UWC you must complete at least half of the prescribed 
modules at UWC, i.e. 240 out of the prescribed 480 credits. 
 
The rule also governs the time which a student must spend registered at UWC in order to 
qualify for a UWC degree.  Basically, it requires a student to be registered for at least 50% 
of the time allocated for the completion of the degree.  This means that if you are an LLB 
student with credits from another degree or another university, you must be registered for at 
least 2 years of the 4 years in order to qualify for the degree. 
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The fifty percent rule thus has two components: 
● at least 50% of the credits for the LLB (at least 240 credits); and 
● at least 50% of the time for the LLB (at least 2 years). 

 
 
 
CUM LAUDE 
 
Graduating cum laude means that you have done so well in your studies that the University 
will confer the degree upon you ‘with praise’. 
 
The following university rules are applicable: 
 

Rule A 5.2.20:  Awarding of Undergraduate Certificates, Diplomas and Degrees 
cum laude 
 
Rule A.5.2.22:  Awarding of Undergraduate Certificates, Diplomas and 
Degrees magna cum laude 
 
Rule A.5.2.23:  Awarding of Undergraduate Certificates, Diplomas and 
Degrees summa cum laude 

 
 
 
DEAN’S MERIT LIST 
 
The Dean’s Merit List is the record of our top performers in every programme in every year 
of study. 
 
It is a great honour to appear on the list and every Law student should aim to earn a place 
on it. 
 
The following criteria is applicable, in order for a student to qualify for the Dean’s Merit 
Awards (DMA): 

A student must have been enrolled for their full credit load prescribed for his/her year of 
study. Full credit for each group of students is to be interpreted as follows: 

● ECP Year 1 = 45 credits 
● ECP Year 2 = 75 credits 
● Year 1-4 (4 year LLB) = 120 credits 
● Transfer students = 120 credits (including advance registration for modules in that 

particular year) 
● B Com (law) Year 1 = 125 credits 
● B Com (law) Year 2 = 140 credits 
● B Com (law) Year 3 = 130 credits 
● B Com (law) BA (law) transfer students = 120+ credits 

A student must have passed all the modules for which he/she was enrolled in the particular 
year; 
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A student must have obtained a weighted average of at least 75% for the year. 
 

NB: The 75% weighted average excludes credits obtained from any modules that 
were repeated.  

Every student who qualifies for the list receives a congratulatory letter from the Dean, as 
well as a certificate, confirming his/her achievement. 
  
A place on the list puts you in the upper academic echelons of the Faculty and is an excellent 
recommendation in anybody’s curriculum vitae. 
 
 
 
 DULY PERFORMED (DP) 
 
‘Duly performed’ or DP signifies whether or not you have performed well enough during the 
semester or year to earn the right to sit for the final examination in any module. 
 
The DP is determined by your continuous assessment mark. 
Rule A.5.2.3 prescribes that you may not write the final examination in a module unless you 
have earned a continuous assessment mark of at least 40% in that module. 
 
If you write an examination for which you have not qualified, your script will not be marked.   
 
Note the exceptions to the DP rule:  

● The 40% minimum requirement in continuous assessment is not applicable to first 
semester modules at the first-year level.   

● The rule is also not applicable to modules in any other year level where only 
continuous assessment is used.    
 

All other LLB modules require the DP for entrance to the examination. 
 
EXAMINATION RESULTS 
 
You can access your (mid-year and year-end examination) results on your student portal as 
soon as it has been released. 
 
Please note that the rules of the University prohibit any staff member of the Law Faculty from 
making these results known to students under any circumstances. 
 
 
LAW STUDENTS’ RESOURCES CENTRE (LSRC) 
 
The LSRC is a special institution dedicated to the provision of resources and services 
required by law students during their studies.  
 
 
It is a fully-fledged computer lab consisting of 90 computers. The services range from 
printing, scanning, and copying services. The Centre also provides support for basic to 
advanced computer/laptop support required for assignments and data recovery. It also has 
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access to both Butterworth’s and Juta Stats database. The Centre also houses Wifi and 
laptop cubicles.  
 
The LSRC is very important in the academic lives of most law students.  It is the place where, 
besides the Law Library, you most likely will spend large amounts of your time while you are 
on campus. You are therefore advised to get to know the LSRC and what it can offer you as 
quickly as possible.  
 
It is housed on the first floor of the Legal Aid Building (next to the Law Faculty). The lab also 
has a booking system to ensure fairness to all students. 
 

Day Opening Time Closing Time 

Monday 09h00 16h00 

Tuesday 09h00 16h00 

Wednesday 09h00 16h00 

Thursday 09h00 16h00 

Friday 09h00 12h00 

 
 
 
 
LECTURERS 
 
The lecturer fulfills a dual function in his/her relationship with students, namely, that of 
teacher and that of examiner. 
      
As a teacher, the lecturer not only imparts knowledge but also motivates and stimulates 
independent thought.  Student and lecturer are teamed together, under the leadership of the 
lecturer, in pursuit of certain common goals, important amongst which is success at the end 
of the academic year.  The student who recognises this will participate fully, posing questions 
and identifying problems about the subject.  Such initiative will benefit not only the student 
himself but, often, also the class as a whole:  there may be other students with the same or 
a similar problem or idea but who are unwilling to speak.  Student participation also helps 
the lecturer, especially in a big class, where difficulties experienced by individual students 
sometimes go undetected until it is too late.  In this way maximum benefit is derived from 
the services of the lecturer. 
      
Just a word of advice to students in this regard: some of you may feel inhibited, for whatever 
reason, to speak in the classroom.  However, it must be remembered that you have chosen 
a field of study which will qualify you to enter a profession where verbal skills will, at one 
time or another, have to be exercised.  What better place, then, to practise than in the 
classroom?  More importantly, a thought shared will serve to enrich the entire class.  
However, should you still feel reluctant to speak in the classroom please do not hesitate to 
consult your lecturer. 
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As an examiner, the lecturer has to set and maintain both the standards of his/her 
discipline and of the university: in doing so the lecturer has to ensure that only those 
students are credited with having passed the module who have earned it by satisfying the 
minimum requirements in this regard.  The lecturer owes this duty to the student, the 
University, the community at large including the professions, and in the final instance to 
himself/herself. 
 
You can approach your lecturer immediately after a class for a brief consultation to clear up 
any issue about the lecture or about a forthcoming tutorial or assignment.  Sometimes a brief 
consultation is also possible before the lecture commences. 
 
If you need to speak to your lecturer about a more important matter and need more time, 
then you should do so during his/her consultation hours.  Every lecturer posts his / her 
consultation hours on his/her door.  These are also available from the relevant departmental 
administrator. 
 
Please consult your lecturer only during these times. Lecturers have many other 
administrative tasks and academic duties to perform and cannot be available to students all 
the time.  You are urged, therefore, to use your lecturer's services, inside and outside of the 
classroom, with due consideration for the needs of other students and for the lecturer’s other 
commitments. 
 
If you need academic assistance from your lecturer, please go prepared.  In other words, 
try and identify your problem and apply your mind to the matter before approaching your 
lecturer.  Your consultation will then be rewarding. 
 

LLB RESEARCH PAPER 

The LLB research paper is a 10-credit undergraduate module for all fourth year LLB 
students. The LLB research paper was implemented from 2019 as a compulsory module 
pursuant to the CHE National Review of LLB degrees. Students start developing a research 
proposal as part of the compulsory module, Research Methodology 311 (RSM311) in the 
second semester of the third year.  

In preparing you for the research paper, the RSM311 module will focus on research broadly 
covering aspects, among others: What is legal research - is legal research a scientific 
research method? How to conduct legal research. Ethical considerations in conducting 
research. Formulating a title. Formulating a research question. Avoiding plagiarism. 
Developing a research proposal. As this module prepares you for the final year research 
paper you will be expected to pass the module in order to complete the research paper in 
the following year.  

Selection of a Research Paper Topic / Supervisor 

As part of the RSM311 module in their third year, students will be required to formulate a 
topic with a research proposal and having in mind a suitable supervisor within whose area 
of specialization the topic resonates. 
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The process of supervisor selection is coordinated by the Research Paper Module 
Coordinator. A date and time for the selection of supervisors will be communicated and 
students will be required to log on to iKamva, RSM311 module site to make their selection.  
The process of selecting a supervisor works on a first-come-first served basis. Lecturers in 
the faculty will supervise approximately ten students. Two students who have selected the 
same supervisor have the option to co-author the research paper at the discretion of the 
supervisor (see the research paper below).  

Students may only select one supervisor. Should a student manage to select more than one 
supervisor, it will be at the discretion of the module coordinator to allocate who their 
supervisor will be (your other selection will be deleted). Upon conclusion of the supervisor 
selection process, the student will develop a research proposal in the RSM311 module.  

Supervision and consultation 

Students are required to meet with their supervisor to develop their research paper. A 
timeline will be provided at the start of the research paper module to guide students and 
supervisors. 

The research paper 

The length of the research paper must be between 5 000 and 6 000 words. Students who 
co-author a paper (at the discretion of the supervisor) have a length requirement between 8 
000 and 9 000 words. In terms of formatting and referencing of the research paper, students 
should familiarize themselves with the Referencing and Style Guide included in this Faculty 
of Law Student Handbook.   

Examination of the research paper 

Students should refer to the Module Outline for the examination process, examination 
criteria, submission date as well as re-examination of the research paper. Students will be 
required to submit their research paper with a Turn-It-In (Tii) report. Students are 
encouraged to submit their drafts to Tii to familiarize themselves with the similarity indices 
of their paper. 

Participation in moot court competitions 

Participation in recognised moot court competitions will be regarded as an equivalent for the 
compulsory research paper requirement. The following are examples of recognised moot 
court competitions: The All Africa Human Rights Moot, Public Interest Law Moot and the 
Kate O’Regan Moot. The participation in a recognised moot court competition should have 
been in the preceding or current year to be considered. The lecturer/s who assists students 
in preparing for moot courts will act as supervisor in this respect. Students are required to 
select the supervisor in order to be allocated to the supervisor. 

NB: The best 3 research papers each year will receive an award.  
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MARKS 
 

 
If your marks have been recorded incorrectly, you should take the test or assignment to the 
Lecturer who marked it and ask him/her to correct it. 
 
Check carefully that the corrected mark is reflected in the continuous assessment mark at 
the end of the semester. 
 
Make sure that you keep all your test scripts and marked assignments.  In the case of a 
dispute, they are the best and only proof you have that you have done the work. 
 
First, carefully check the calculation. Check also that all your marks have been correctly 
entered. 
 
Make sure that you understand and can use the formula by means of which the continuous 
assessment mark has been calculated. 
 
 
If, after checking, you remain convinced that there has been a mistake, please go and see 
the lecturer who is in charge of the marks for that module as soon as possible. 
 
Lecturers will usually advertise a specific date by which mistakes in the calculation of 
continuous assessment marks must be reported.  Please take your concerns to the lecturer 
before the deadline. 
 
Please also take with you all the assignments and tests which you have done as part of the 
module. 
 
Many students come with queries about marks which are in fact correct, so please make 
sure that there is in fact a mistake before approaching the lecturer.  It is obviously a waste 
of everybody’s time to have to deal with a non-existent ‘mistake’. 
 
 
The lecturer/GLA who has marked your test/assignment will discuss the answers (‘memo’) 
to the test or the assignment in class.  If you take the time to compare your answers to the 
memo you will usually understand why you were given a particular mark. 
 
Students regularly say that they have ‘written well’ and cannot understand why they have 
performed badly. In this regard, please note that there is often a very big difference between 
what you think is the correct answer and the actual correct answer to a question.   
 
Remember also that you are given credit only for the correctness and quality of your 
answers.  You do not get credit for the effort you have put into the piece of work – at 
university hard work is assumed! 
 
Please also note that your mark is determined crucially by whether you have answered the 
question as it is posed, and how well you have done so.  Many students tend to write down 
everything they know about a topic instead of choosing the aspects which are relevant to 
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answering the question.  The result is that often their answers contain lots of irrelevant 
information and superfluous material, which devalue their work. 
 
You must learn to identify what a question is about and answer it as pertinently and clearly 
as possible.  Relevance is fundamental also to the practice of law. Legal practitioners know 
that they cannot waste their clients’ time and money on side issues. Unless they are able to 
get to the point smartly and quickly, their clients will move on to different lawyers smartly 
and quickly! 
 
If after you have compared your work to the ‘memo’, and you still do not understand why 
you got a particular mark for a test or assignment. Please consult the person (lecturer or 
GLA) who marked it, so that the person will be able to explain his/her decision to you clearly. 
 
MODULE OUTLINES 
 
A module outline sets out in a systematic way the work which is to be taught in the course 
during the current academic year.  It usually lists the cases, statutes and other items to be 
read by students.  And it contains details of the way in which students will be assessed. 
 
The module outline is an indispensable gateway to a course and every student must 
ensure that he/she acquires a copy of the module outline as soon as it becomes available. 
 
Module outlines are available on the module site on iKamva. 
 
 
PASSING A MODULE 
 
The rules for passing a module are provided under Rules A.5.2.5 (Pass Requirements) and 
A.5.2.6 (Supplementary Examinations), A.5.2.7 (Special Assessments), A.5.2.8 (Senate 
Discretionary Assessment (SDA)) and A.5.2.10 (Condoned Passes). 
 
 
RE-MARKING 
 
If you believe that the mark which you receive in an examination is too low, you may apply 
to have your examination script re-marked by an external examiner. 
 
You have to apply in writing to the Student Administration Department and pay the 
prescribed fee in advance. 
 
Please note the following deadlines for re-mark applications: 
 
 

Examination Deadline 

2022 Year-End 
Examination 13 January 2023 
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The re-marking process operates as follows: 
● If your application is made in time, the Student Administration Department will obtain 

the examination script from the lecturer. 
● Once the lecturer delivers the script to the Student Administration Department, he or 

she has no further role in the remarking process. 
● The Student Administration Department will then send the examination script to an 

external examiner for re-marking. 
● The external examiner will return the re-marked script to the Student Administration 

Department. 
● The external examiner may raise, lower or leave the mark as is.  Whatever mark is 

allocated by the external examiner becomes your new examination mark. 
 
If you are successful and the external examiner awards you a pass mark, the prescribed fee 
will be refunded to you. 
 
PROMOTION 
 
Faculty rules require a student to have earned a minimum number of credits in an academic 
year in order to advance (promote) to the next year level of study.  
 
The program specific promotions rules are contained in the Faculty Calendar.  Please 
ensure that you familiarize yourself with your specific promotion rule requirements. 

Final promotions are done according to the rules applicable to the degree at the date 
of first enrolment, provided that the student continues to be promoted. 
 

It is therefore essential that law modules are completed in their prescribed sequence.   
If you have failed a module, repeat it in the next year.  If you leave it over for some 
later year, your chances of promotion are reduced significantly.  There is even the 
danger that you may be excluded academically. 
 
Please note that anticipated modules from higher academic years do not count for 
promotion purposes. 
 
Please note further that internal and/or external credits cannot be counted for promotion 
purposes unless and until they have been paid for and formally transferred to your 
degree. 
 
 
 
PLAGIARISM 
 
A. What is Plagiarism? 
The Oxford English Dictionary (8ed) 1990 defines the verb ‘to plagiarise’ as follows: 
 1 take and use (the thoughts, writings, inventions, etc. of another person) as 

one’s own. 
 2 pass off the thoughts etc. of (another person) as one’s own.’ 
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In an academic context plagiarism refers to copying, and thereby stealing, someone else’s 
ideas or words, whether that ‘someone else’ is another student or the writer of a book, article, 
judgement, statute or any other published work. 
 
To copy out someone else’s words in an essay, even if they are just describing the law, also 
amounts to plagiarism.  You know that copying the essay of one of your classmates is wrong.  
It is no less immoral to copy an academic’s or a judge’s or a legislator’s words just because 
you do not know him or her. 
 
Plagiarism is considered to be the worst academic crime and the penalties for a plagiarist 
can be very severe.  The University’s rules tell us that plagiarism is a form of academic 
dishonesty and that a student who attempts to obtain credit in a module through dishonest 
means commits a serious disciplinary offence. 
 
Rule 3.1.1 Academic Dishonesty stipulates as follows: 
 
“Academic dishonesty is any form including, but without being limited to plagiarism, and 
collusion, cheating in tests, examinations, assignments, theses and research papers, or any 
other such conduct that results in a breach or prejudicial effect on the University’s academic 
integrity.” 
 
In terms of Rule 3.6 and Rule 3.8 students suspected of committing plagiarism will be 
reported to the Proctor who will refer the matter to a Student Disciplinary Court which will 
then institute an enquiry into the matter.  The possible penalties which such Court may 
impose are listed in Rule 3.10.4.2 and includes penalties such as exclusion from residence 
or the University, expulsion from the University, and forfeiting of your degree or diploma etc. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence.  The Law Faculty enforces the rules against plagiarism 
rigorously. 
 
B. Why is Plagiarism a Serious Offence? 
To create or produce a work involves time and effort, often lots of both.  It is considered to 
be unfair and illegal to take the products of someone else’s work without paying for these 
products or for the work, whether the products are physical property or intellectual property 
(ie ideas). 
 
Where these products are physical (eg a pair of shoes, a jar of jam, a car), taking them 
without paying for them or the work which produced them is easily recognizable as theft. 
 
It is not difficult to understand that taking someone’s ideas, or intellectual property, without 
payment or at least acknowledgment, is also a form of stealing and is just as unfair and 
illegal. 
 
 
C. How can Plagiarism be Avoided? 
The answer is simple: refer to and acknowledge your sources! 
Always!! 
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1. Direct Quotation 
If you use the exact words of another, you are quoting directly or verbatim. 
Whenever you use any series of words composed by somebody else, put it in quotation 
marks (inverted commas).  Then use a footnote to indicate the source of the quoted words. 
 
Quotation marks and footnotes separate your own words from the words of other authors.  
If there is no clear distinction between your own words and the words of other authors, then 
you are going to stand accused as a plagiarist.  Forgetting to refer to and acknowledge your 
sources is no defence against a charge of plagiarism.  The only way to avoid all accusations 
of plagiarism is always to ensure that you differentiate clearly between what you have 
composed and what another person has composed. 
 
Consider the following sentence: 

‘There is no central legislative body in international law with the power to enact rules 
binding upon all states.’ 

 
The sentence was composed by John Dugard, a famous international lawyer.  It is to be 
found on page 3 of the second edition of his book entitled International Law: A South African 
Perspective, published by Juta & Co in 2000. 
 
If you wish to use this sentence in an essay, you must acknowledge and identify it clearly 
as the composition of Dugard, by quoting it and footnoting it. 
 
You may not use the sentence in any of the following ways: 
● There is no central legislative body in international law with the power to enact rules 

binding upon all states.  Not even the UN can enact such binding rules. 
 

● In my opinion there is no central legislative body in international law with the power to 
enact rules binding upon all states. 

 
● In international law there is no central legislative body with the power to enact rules 

binding upon all states.’ 
 
● It is a well-known fact that in international law there is no central legislative body with 

the power to enact rules binding upon all states. 
 
● There is no central legislative body in international law with the power to enact rules 

binding upon all states.1 
__________________________ 
1      Dugard (2000: 3). 

 
 
All five of the above usages of the sentence composed by Dugard amount to plagiarism.  Be 
sure that you understand fully why they are all acts of plagiarism. 
 
Note that even the last usage is unacceptable because although the sentence is footnoted 
correctly, Dugard’s words have not been placed in quotation marks.  This omission gives the 
impression that although the idea is Dugard’s, the words are your own.  That is obviously 
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false.  Both the idea and the words are Dugard’s and you must indicate this fact clearly by 
using both quotation marks and footnoting. 
 

 2.     Indirect Quotation 
If you do not use the exact words of another author, but rewrite the concept or idea which 
you borrow in your own words (paraphrasing or summarizing), then use what you are quoting 
indirectly. 
 
Quotation marks are not used for indirect quotation (since it is your own composition). 
 
However, it is still necessary to use footnoting to indicate that you are using somebody else’s 
idea or concept (even though you are not quoting the idea or concept verbatim). 
Consider the following sentence: 

‘Feminist scholarship uniformly rejects the positivist characterisation of law as a 
science of rules which can be understood apart from its historical origins and from the 
political, social and economic conditions which have given it form and shape.’ 

 
This sentence was composed by Sandra Berns and is to be found on page 120 of her book 
entitled Jurisprudence, published by The Federation Press in 1993. 
 
If I wish to quote Berns indirectly, I would do it along the following lines: 

Feminist jurisprudence is anti-positivist, rejecting the idea that the rules of law can be 
separated from their historical, socio-economic and political context.1 
__________________________ 
1     See Berns (1993: 120). 

 
Note the following: 
● I have reformulated Berns’s sentence in my own words. 
● I have not used quotation marks, because they are my own words. 
● But I have used a footnote indicating clearly that the source of my formulation is Berns 
 
If you follow the Rules of Referencing (found at the end of this handbook as an appendix), 
you are allowed to ‘borrow’ another person’s words and ideas - this is acceptable because 
you are not pretending that they are your own.   
 
Please read the appendix on the Rules of Referencing carefully. 
 
Please apply the Rules of Referencing whenever you are writing an assignment or an 
essay!!! 
 
If you do, you will never be accused of plagiarism. 
 
D.     Plagiarism Declaration 
All law students are required to attach the Faculty’s prescribed Plagiarism Declaration to 
all their assignments, essays and take-home tests. 
 
It is a document in which you declare, essentially, that the work you are submitting is your 
own and that you have not plagiarised. 
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An assignment, essay or take-home test which is not accompanied by the prescribed 
Plagiarism Declaration will not be marked. 
 
An example of the Plagiarism Declaration is attached to this handbook as an appendix. 
 
The official Plagiarism Declaration may be downloaded from the Faculty web-page at: 
https://www.uwc.ac.za/files/files/LAW-PLAGIARISM-DECLARATION.pdf 
 
E.   Turnitin 
The University has acquired plagiarism detection software called Turnitin. 
It is freely available to all UWC students and staff. 
 
The programme allows you to submit your work for a ‘plagiarism test’.  It will compare your 
work to a large number of other works in the field and warn you about all those parts of 
your essay or assignment which contain plagiarised material.  You will then have the 
opportunity to remove all plagiarism before submitting your work for assessment. 
 
Although it is new at UWC, Turnitin has been in use in many other universities all over the 
world for some time now.  It appears to be an excellent means of detecting and preventing 
plagiarism.  All students are encouraged to check their work via Turnitin to ensure that 
they do not stand accused of plagiarism. 
 
Note 
Lecturers can identify plagiarised work very easily. 
They are trained to spot the difference between the writing of a student and the writing of a 
professional. 
 
Also, they would have read the cases, articles and other materials which you use in your 
work, and will usually be able to identify exactly what you have plagiarised from whom. 
And when you are caught plagiarising, the consequences will be severe. 
 
In fact, very few cases of plagiarism go undetected. 
If you get away with plagiarism once, you are lucky, not clever. 
But remember, luck always runs out. 
Sooner or later, every plagiarist is exposed and humiliated. 
 
Avoid humiliating exposure! 
Do not plagiarise!! 
 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Most Law students follows a prescribed curriculum.  All the details of modules are contained 
in Part 8 of the University Calendar which should be read carefully.   
 
Any queries about compulsory modules should be directed to the Faculty Office or to the 
student advisers at registration. 
 
 

https://www.uwc.ac.za/files/files/LAW-PLAGIARISM-DECLARATION.pdf
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RESEARCH FACILITIES 
 
Your main research resource is the Law Library, housed on Level 9 of the University Library. 
Consult the Law Librarian in respect of facilities at your disposal at the University of Cape 
Town and Stellenbosch University libraries. 
 
Often, success in a module will be linked directly to your ability to use the Library correctly 
and efficiently. 
 
 
 
SPECIAL EXAMINATIONS 
 
If you have missed an examination, you should apply ONLINE for a special examination. 
This process must be repeated for each module missed. 
 
STEPS TO ACCESS THE APPLICATION FORM: 
 
 
SICK/SPECIAL EXAM APPLICATION   
If you've missed an exam, apply within 5 working days of the exam and attach all supporting 
documentation, see below the steps on how to apply: 
 
Go to the UWC website, www.uwc.ac.za  
Click on Law Faculty 
Click on Student Notices. 
 
The Head of the department will assess the application and you will be informed via email 
about the outcome. 
 
The special exam takes place on the same day and at the same time as the supplementary 
or SDA exam. 
 
For Special Exams within and outside (SDA) the official examination period:  
 
 
Medical reasons: 
A student who missed an examination due to medical reasons must submit the following to 
the online application: 
A valid medical certificate that covers the exam period you've missed. 
 
Special circumstances: 
A student who missed an examination due to special circumstances must submit the 
following to the online application: 
A valid affidavit explaining the circumstances why you've missed the 
exam AND proof of any other supporting documentation eg:  
The death of a close relative, a copy of the death certificate must be submitted. 
In case of loadshedding, a copy of the schedule for your area. 

http://www.uwc.ac.za/
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In case you've been logged out, a clear copy of a picture/photo you've taken etc. 
 
NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
 
STUDENT CARDS 
 
Your student card gives you access to the university and its facilities.  A valid student card 
is crucial to your life as a student. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a valid student card at all 
times, as required by the University’s rules.  You are obliged to produce your student 
card whenever a university official asks to see it. 
 
Please note that you will not be allowed to sit for tests or examinations if you are unable to 
produce your student card. 
 
Also note that you're missing a test or examination because you could not produce your 
student card is not a valid ground for being granted a special test or examination. 
 
You are not a complete student without your student card. 
Form a (good!) habit of keeping it with you and keeping it safe! 
 
If you lose your student card, please report the problem immediately to the Student 
Administration Office, where you will be issued with a replacement card for a stipulated 
fee. 
 
STUDYING ABROAD      
 
Being able to spend time in another country, and thus encountering a different culture, 
meeting students from other parts of the world, as well as graduating from a foreign 
university, is an invaluable experience. 
  
Fortunately, many opportunities exist because the Law Faculty has formal exchange 
agreements with inter alia the following universities: 
●             Humboldt University (Berlin, Germany) 
●             Howard University (Washington DC) 
●             University of Missouri (USA) 
●             Leiden University (The Netherlands) 
●             University of Utrecht (The Netherlands) 
●             Leuven University, University of Gent (Belgium) 
  
The Faculty is also negotiating agreements with several other universities. 
  
These agreements usually allow for student exchange, which can be for a research visit, 
for credits, or for a degree, depending on the nature of the agreement. 
  
If you are interested in overseas studies, you should commence or continue with the study 
of a foreign language (German, French, Dutch) as a non-legal module in your first year 
already. 
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If you have a good academic record and are interested in studying abroad, please consult 
the notice boards for any new information. Details of any of the exchange agreements may 
be obtained from the Dean's office. 
 
 
TERMINATION OF STUDIES 
 
Students who wish to discontinue their studies completely (i.e. to cancel their registration) 
must give written notice of their decision to the Student Administration Office 
(helpdesk@uwc.ac.za) and deliver such notice personally.   
 
All outstanding university fees become payable as soon as you terminate your studies. 
Please note that there is a deadline for termination of studies and thereafter full costs will 
incur. 
 
If you de-register before or on the deadline, the year will not count as a failed year. 
 
If you de-register after the deadline, the year will count as a failed year. 
 
If you wish to return to UWC in the future, you must apply to do so before the official 
closing date for applications. 
 
TESTIMONIALS 
 
If you apply for a bursary, a new programme of study or a job, you may be asked to provide 
a testimonial or reference.  Who should you approach in this regard? 
 
Lecturers write testimonials for students regularly.  However, there is little point in asking for 
a testimonial from somebody who does not know you, so it would be preferable if you would 
please approach lecturers with whom you have had some contact (eg those whom you have 
consulted about legal academic problems). 
 
It also makes sense to approach a lecturer in whose subject you have done well rather than 
one whose subject you have failed once or twice, as you want your testimonial to present 
you in your best possible light! 
 
A lecturer with whom you have worked well as a research assistant or as a GLA usually will 
be happy to provide you with a testimonial. 
 
TIMETABLES 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you obtain the correct timetable information for all 
your lectures, tests and examinations. 
 
All such information is easily available in the timetables published from time to time by the 
faculty or the university and can also be located on the student portal. 
 
Please ensure that you read all notices carefully that are regularly posted on the Law 
Faculty’s web page. 
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Please note that a student’s misreading of a test or examination timetable is never 
accepted as a justification for granting such student a special test or examination. 
 
TIMETABLE CLASHES 
 
The university’s computers are programmed to detect timetable clashes, so they ought not 
to occur other than in exceptional circumstances. 
 
If you do have a clash, please contact the Faculty Office and see the lecturer in charge of 
your module as soon as you become aware of the problem. The lecturer/Faculty Office 
should be able to sort out the problem relatively easily - provided that he or she is made 
aware of it timeously. 
 
VENUES, DATES AND TIMES 
 
If you wish to establish the venue for a lecture, test or examination, notifications will be 
sent via iKamva. 
 
The same applies to the date and time of a test or examination.  
 
Please make sure that you locate all your lecture venues before the start of your lectures in 
each module. 
 
You will start your year off badly if you miss lectures because you do not know where you 
are supposed to be! 
 
Please note that it is your responsibility to consult the website to establish the information 
which you require to sit for a test or examination.  Please do not telephone or e-mail lecturers 
or administrative staff for such information 
 
WINTER SCHOOL 
 
The Faculty of Law (UWC), in conjunction with the University of Missouri and Howard 
University, offers a selected number of final year LLB students an opportunity to enroll in a 
number of courses during the June holidays.  
 
The courses that have been offered in the past include: 
 
Courses offered jointly by Missouri/UWC 
 

● Comparative Criminal Justice  
● Interpretation, Transformation and Critique (CRI431) 

 
 

Students wishing to take part in the winter school must take note of two important things: 
 
1.The requirements and procedure for applying for these courses; and 
 
 
2.The process for getting these courses credited to your academic record 
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Students interested in taking part in any of these courses should fill in the application form 
available at the Faculty Office and hand it to Ms L Thomas (Room 4, 2nd Floor, Law Faculty 
Building) for the Missouri/UWC courses. Information regarding eligibility for these courses 
can also be requested from Ms. L. Thomas.  
 
Students selected for the Missouri/UWC course, Interpretation, Transformation and Critique 
(CRI431) MUST register through UWC in order to have the courses credited to their 
academic record.  
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APPENDICES 
 

 
FORMATTING RULES 

 
All assignments and essays submitted for credit in the Law Faculty must comply with the 
following formatting requirements: 
 
 
1. Typing 
 All assignments, essays, research papers, mini-theses and thesis must be typed. 
 No hand-written pieces will be accepted or marked. 
 The following formatting requirements are compulsory: 
 

Font type Times New Roman or Arial 

Font size for text 12 point 

Font size for footnotes 10 point 

Line Spacing Double 

Paragraphs Indented 

Margins (No binding) Normal all round (2,54cm or 1 inch) 

Margins (Binding) Normal except LHS 4cm 

Justification LHS justified; RHS not justified 

Page Numbers 12 point; Top RHS of page 
 

Assignments and essays which do not comply with these guidelines will not be 
accepted or marked. 

 
2. Cover Page 

Every assignment or essay must have a cover page containing the following 
information: 
● Surname 
● First Name(s) 
● Student Number 
● Name of Module 
● Title of Assignment or Essay (if applicable) 
● Number of assignment or essay (if applicable) 
● Date of Submission 
● Name of Lecturer 
● Name of GLA (if applicable) 
● Tutorial Group (if applicable) 
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3. Sections and Subsections 
Longer written pieces will usually need to be divided into sections, subsections and 
even sub-subsections.  Distinguish between section and subsections by using an 
ascending numbering system, as illustrated in the following example. 
 
Example 

 Chapter One: Criminal Conduct      1 
 1.1 Defining Criminal Conduct      1 
 1.2 Forms of Criminal Conduct      4 
  1.2.1 Commissions       7 
  1.2.2 Omissions        10 
 1.3 Voluntary Conduct        13 
   1.3.1 Volition        14 
   1.3.2 Unconsciousness       18 
   1.3.3 Superior Force       21 
 1.4  Liability for Omissions       26 
 
 Chapter Two: Causation       32 
 2.1 Introduction         32 
  2.1.1 Consequence Crimes      34 
  2.1.2 Factual Causation       37 
  2.1.3 Legal Causation       42 
 2.2 Determining Factual Causation      46 
  2.2.1 Conditio Sine Qua Non      47 
  2.2.2 Conditio Cum Qua Non      50 
 2.3 Determining Legal Causation      54 
  2.3.1 Public Policy       55 
  2.3.2 Theories of Legal Causation     59 
    2.3.2.1 Proximate Cause     60 
    2.3.2.2 Foreseeability      62 
    2.3.2.3 Novus Actus Interveniens    65 
    2.3.2.4 Adequate Cause     68 
 2.4 Conclusion         70 
 
 
4. Bibliography 

Every assignment or essay must have a bibliography which contains full details of 
sources consulted. 

 
 Distinguish the sources (whether paper or electronic) as follows: 

● Books, Chapters from Books and Articles 
● Case Law 
● Legislation and Regulations 
● Official Publications (eg White Papers; Government Gazettes) 
 
List all items alphabetically under each heading, according to the Rules of 
Referencing. 
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5. Plagiarism Declaration 
Each submitted assignment must have attached to it the prescribed Plagiarism 
Declaration which you have completed and signed. 

 
The Plagiarism Declaration may be downloaded from the Faculty web-page at: 
http://www.uwc.ac.za/portal/faculty/law/student_forms.htm. 

 
 
6. Page Order 

The order of the pages in your assignment or essay should be:  
● Cover Page 
● Plagiarism Declaration 
● Text with Footnotes 
● Bibliography 
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FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE 
 

REFERENCING AND STYLE GUIDE 
 

 
Students are required to read their manuscripts very carefully, and to check them carefully against 
this reference guide.  
 
1 Style 
 
1.1 Type 
 
Italics are used only for emphasis, for case names, names of journals and titles of books, and for web 
sites and other electronic references. They are also used to indicate paragraphs in legislation, as in s 
34(1)(a). Italics are not used for foreign words. All italics in direct quotations are reproduced, 
however. 
  
1.2 Headings 
 
Main headings are in caps. (e g ‘1 INTRODUCTION’). 
 
Subheadings and further sub- divisions are in sentence case (eg 1.1;1.2;1.1.1;1.1.2) 
 
1.3 Lists 
 
Bullet points may be used for any list, and should be used particularly where the list consists of 
phrases as opposed to full sentences. Full sentences should start with a capital letter and end with a 
full stop. Phrases may, however, begin with lowercase and end with a semicolon (and a full stop right 
at the end of the list). 
 
Lengthy items consisting of whole sentences or several sentences may appear in numbered lists (using 
(a), (i) or whatever seems appropriate). Such items always begin with a capital letter and end with a 
full stop. 
 
Use ‘first’ (not firstly); thereafter ‘secondly’, ‘thirdly’. 
 
1.4 Spelling and capital letters 
 
Use the ‘s’ form of English spelling: recognise, emphasise, analyse, realise. Students should ensure 
that they use the ‘UK English’ spell check. 
 
Capital letters are used only where essential, i e in all proper names (South Africa, Constitutional 
Court) and by tradition for a few other things, such as, Act, President (of the country), Parliament and 
the Constitution (in the sense of a particular document; otherwise lower case).  
 
Capital letters are not used for court, appeal court, judge, judge of appeal, committee, board, council, 
municipality, province, premier, etc. (When in doubt, use lower case.) 
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1.5 Numbers, dates, percentages, currencies 
 
Use words for all numbers between one and ten and for all approximations (about two hundred years, 
a thousand ways).  
 
Numbers higher than ten are in figures. All numbers in tables and graphs are in figures. So are ages 
(5 years old), percentages (use the words ‘per cent’ in the text (10 per cent), and only use the figure 
% in tables), and measurements and quantities and amounts (6 cm, 40 km, R5 million). It is advisable 
also to use figures where a lot of numbers appear in a piece, as a consistent style looks better. A space 
(not a comma) is used in large numbers, as for instance in 42 567. Where a ‘rands and cents’ figure 
is used, the cents should be connoted by a dot (R456.45). For other currencies, use US$, ₤, €. 
 
A sentence should never begin with figures. 
 
Dates and centuries: on 4 July 1978; in the 1980s (not 1980’s – there is no apostrophe); in the 
twentieth century. 
 
1.6 Quotations 
 
Quotations are reproduced exactly, including all original italics and original punctuation.  
 
Quotations appear in single quotation marks. Quotations within quotations appear in double quotation 
marks.  
 
Short quotations appear as part of the text. Long quotations, i e quotations of more than three lines or 
more than one sentence, are isolated from the text by being indented from the margin. It is permissible 
to isolate a shorter quotation for emphasis. 
 
Whenever a quotation is introduced with a colon, the quotation itself should begin with a capital letter 
(using square brackets to indicate an alteration where necessary). If no colon is used, the quotation 
should start with lowercase. Where the quotation begins with a capital letter, the closing full stop 
should normally appear inside the closing quotation mark. But if the quotation forms part of the larger 
sentence, the full stop should appear after the closing quotation mark. 
 
Ellipses need not be used at the start of a quotation but must be used in the middle and at the end of 
a quotation to indicate missing words. Use three dots for any missing word/s and a fourth dot to show 
any missing full stop. (The placement of the dots indicates where the full stop appeared, so it will be 
… . or . ...) 
 
Square brackets are used for all changes and interpolations.  
 
2 Referencing 
 
2.1 Cases 
 
Broad (Pty) Ltd v Thin 2008 (4) SA 456 (SCA) 
Ex parte Stoter [1996] 4 All SA 329 (E) 
Harris v Minister of Education 2001 (8) BCLR 796 (T) 
Franks v University of the North (2002) 22 ILK 1158 (LC) 
S v Martin 1996 (2) SACR 378 (W) 
 
All case titles are to appear in italics. 
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The case name and citation should be given in full and exactly as it appears in the relevant law report  
 
Paragraph references or page references (with marginal letters) may be given. 
 
If the case is not reported in a published set of law reports, provide some form of citation for the 
purposes of reference. This could be a JOL or JDR citation, or a neutral citation used by the courts 
and Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII).  
 
With the proliferation of electronic databases and neutral citations, there is less and less call to refer 
to a case as being unreported. However, where it is necessary to do so, use the following, the date 
being the date of judgement: 
 
Dlamini v Jacobs (NPD) unreported case no 98/05 (3 August 2006). 
 
2.2 International Law Reports 
 
International Court of Justice Reports cited as ICJ Rep. Year as on the spine of ICJ reports. Provide 
a page on which case begins, and a page cited, if necessary.  If an advisory opinion, do not cite names 
of parties. 
 
Examples: 
Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v US) (Merits) [1986] ICJ 
Rep 14 92 
 Corfu Channel (UK v Albania) (Merits) [1949] ICJ Rep 4. 
Interpretation of Peace Treaties with Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania (Advisory Opinion) [1950] 
ICJ Rep 65 68. 
 
Permanent Court of International Justice cited as PCIJ.  These were published in six series (A to F).  
Cite by number of the case, not the page on which the case begins. 
 
Examples: 
Chorzow Factory (Germany v Poland) (Jurisdiction) [1928] PCIJ (ser A) No 178. 
Diversion of Water from the Meuse (Netherlands v Belgium) [1937] PCIJ (ser A/B) No 70 7. 
 
United Nations Reports of International Arbitral Awards 
Trail Sineltere Arbitration (US v Canada) (1938 and 1941) 3 RIAA 1905. 
 
2.3 Books 
 
When a book is referred to, the author/s’ name/s must be given as follows in both the footnotes and 
the bibliography: Smith JD, not John D Smith or Smith John D. 
 
In a reference the co-authors of any work (book, article, chapter, whatever) take an ampersand: Smith 
& Dlamini. Cite up to three authors: Smith, Dlamini & Pillay. Thereafter use ‘et al’. When referring 
to authors in an ordinary sentence the ampersand is not used: ‘Smith and Dlamini believe that . . .’. 
 
If the named person is the editor, then the abbreviation (ed) or (eds) must appear after the name. 
 
Book titles take the title case and appear in italics. 
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If the book is in an edition after the first, the number of the edition must appear after the title: 2 ed, 3 
ed, 4 ed – but not 2nd or 3rd ed. If it is the first edition of the book, then no edition need be referred to; 
it will be assumed that it is the first edition. 
 
The year of publication must appear in brackets after the title (first editions) or edition. 
 
The precise page number where the authority was found comes next, if necessary. If the book operates 
by paragraphs or sections (to be connoted by ‘para’), then this will be a sufficient reference. If it is 
necessary to refer to both paragraph/section and page, then do so as follows: para 27 160. This latter 
method should be used only where absolutely necessary. Where the reference is generally to a chapter 
in the book, this should be indicated by the abbreviation ‘ch’ (unless the word chapter starts the 
sentence, in which case it must be in full). 
 
Examples: 
 
In footnotes 
 
Smith JD & Dlamini S Hand’s Law of Arbitration 5 ed (2006) 115.  
Boberg PQR The Law of Delict: Aquilian Liability (1984) ch 3. 
 
In bibliography: similar, but omit page number and add publisher and place, for example: 
 
Boberg PQR The Law of Delict: Aquilian Liability (1984) Cape Town: Juta 
 
 
2.4 Chapters in books 
 
Where an author refers to a chapter in a book written by a specific author (most commonly in a book 
constituted of chapters by experts on a common theme, and which have been collected and edited by 
a general editor or editors), then both the chapter and the book must be referenced in full when the 
work is cited. 
 
The author must be referred to exactly as indicated above, and the titles of chapters in collections are 
always in sentence case and roman. The book is to be cited as above. 
 
Example: 
Bear M & Bear D ‘Too hot, too cold, just right?’ in Goldilocks M (ed) The Politics of Cookery 3 ed 
(2004) 23–7.  
 
In the bibliography, the page numbers must be omitted, and replaced with publisher and place of 
publication. 
Some works (especially LAWSA and looseleaf books) can give problems. Try to follow this style: 
 
Kerr AJ ‘Lease’ in Joubert WA (founding ed) The Law of South Africa vol 14 First Reissue (1999) 
para 164. 
Bloggs J ‘Executive government’ in Woolman S et al (eds) Constitutional Law of South Africa 2 ed 
(Service 12) 6-18. 
 
2.5 Journal articles 
 
The name of the author(s) must appear as indicated for the author/s of a book. 
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The title of the article must appear in sentence case, in roman, and within single inverted commas. 
 
The year (in brackets) the volume (where relevant) and the title of the journal must be supplied. The 
title of the journal must be in italics. 
 
The names of well-known journals (such as SALJ) should be abbreviated. Otherwise LJ, LR and other 
abbreviations may be used. 
  
Examples: 
Dube J ‘The new Consumer Protection Act: An introduction’ (2002) 119 SALJ 700 725. 
Moyo SP ‘The decline and fall of constitutionalism’ (1998) 23 SAJHR 456. 
 
Where the periodical carries no volume number, the year is not placed in brackets, e.g. 2006 Acta 
Juridica 43; 2003 TSAR 89; 2004 Annual Survey of South African Law 776. 
 
The above referencing style is followed for references to journal articles in footnotes.  In the 
bibliography the first and last pages of the article must be included. 
 
2.6 Theses 
 
Brown M South African Theories of Justice (unpublished LLM thesis, Rhodes University, 2001) 334. 
 
2.7 Newspapers 
 
Jones A ‘Nuclear reactor in trouble’ The Star 24 May 2005 2. 
 
2.8 White papers, etc 
 
The White Paper on Energy Policy (GN 3007 in GG 19606 of 17 December 1998). 
The ‘National Policy on HIV/AIDS for Learners and Educators’ (published in GG 20372 of 10 May 
1999). 
 
 
2.9 Law Commission papers 
 
South African Law Commission Issue Paper 20 (Project 123) Protected Disclosures (2002) para 3. 
South African Law Commission Discussion Paper 107 (Project 123) Protected Disclosures (2004) 
para 56. 
South African Law Commission (Project 123) Report on Protected Disclosures (2007). 
 
2.10 Reports and policies of governmental bodies 
 
Use the governmental body as the ‘author’ and list title and year as if it were a book. In the 
bibliography, add publisher and place (as if it were a book). 
 
Ministry for Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development White Paper on Local Government 
(1998) 25.   
 
International Organisation for Migration World Migration Report 2010 - The Future of Migration: 
Building Capacities for Change (2010) 22-29.  
 
In bibliography:  
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Ministry for Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development White Paper on Local Government 
(1998) Department of Constitutional Development: Pretoria. 
 
International Organisation for Migration World Migration Report 2010 - The Future of Migration: 
Building Capacities for Change (2010) International Organisation for Migration: Geneva. 
 
 
2.11 The Constitution 
 
The new long citation (used when referring to the Constitution for the first time) is simply the 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996. The interim Constitution remains the Constitution 
of the Republic of South Africa, Act 200 of 1993. 
 
2.12 Legislation 
 
In the first reference give the short title, number and year of a statute without any punctuation: the 
Judicial Service Commission Act 9 of 1994. Thereafter variants may be used: the Judicial Service 
Commission Act, the Act, Act 9 of 1994. 
 
Use abbreviations for sections, subsections, paragraphs and subparagraphs, but never at the start of a 
sentence: chapter = chap, section = s, sections = ss, subsection = subsec, paragraph = para, 
subparagraph = subpara, article = art. (Plurals: subsecs, paras, subparas, arts.)  
 
Use italics as shown to avoid confusion: s 45(2)(b)(i)(aa). 
 
Schedules: ‘in terms of Schedule 4 to the Act’ (capitals), but ‘according to the schedule’ (lower case). 
 
2.13 Delegated legislation  
 
A proclamation is cited as follows: Proc R46 GG 24567 of 31 January 2003. 
  
Regulations are cited by referring to the notice in which they appear, eg the Road Accident Fund 
regulations in GN 232 GG 24568 of 1 February 2003. A regulation is abbreviated to reg, as in reg 
5(1) (but not at the start of a sentence). 
 
Some pieces of delegated legislation should be abbreviated, others not: 
 

Government Notice = GN 
General Notice = General Notice 
Proclamation = Proc 
Provincial Notice = Provincial Notice 
regulation = reg 
 

If unsure whether you are dealing with a proclamation, a government notice or a general notice, 
consult the list of contents on the back page of the Government Gazette in question or check Juta’s 
annual index to the Government Gazette.  
 
2.14 Treaties and Conventions 
 
Provide the ILM reference, if available.  Alternatively, provide the UNTS reference or the full UN or 
OAU or EU reference. 
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Examples: 
 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969 (1969) 8 ILM 679. 
OAU Convention for the Elimination of Mercenaries in Africa, 1972 OAU Doc. CM/433/Rev.L, 
Annex 1 (1972) 
 
International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries, 1989 
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 44/34 (1989). 
 
2.15 Internet references 
 
Where an internet reference is to be used, it must appear as follows: 

 
Bringardner J ‘IP’s brave new world’ available at http://www.law.com (accessed 12 May 2008). 
Stick BIG ‘Time to bring back the death penalty?’ The Star 24 May 2005 2 available at 
http://www.thestar.com/arts/wed (accessed 23 February 2009). 
 
NB: the URL must appear in italics and must be underlined.   
 
2.16 Footnotes  
 
Use the referencing format indicated above. 
 
Do not use: ibid, item, op cit, loc cit and supra.  The following options are available for multiple 
references to a work: 
 

● repeat full reference, or  
● use acceptable abbreviation for the title of the work, or 
● state author(s), year and page. 

 
Example: 
 
First reference to work: 
Du Toit F South African trust law: Principles and practice 2ed (2007) 81 (hereafter South African 
trust law). 
 
Thereafter: 
Du Toit F South African trust law (2007) 82. 
or 
Du Toit F (2007) 82. 
 
This approach can also be adopted for articles and cases. 
 
2.17 Bibliography 
 
Create categories for the various kinds of materials.  List contents for category in (author) alphabetical 
order.  Add place of publication and name of publisher for books and similar works. 
 
Create as many categories as are required (in alphabetical order), and do not use all-inclusive 
categories.  Common categories include: Books; chapters in books; articles; cases (with different 
jurisdictions in alphabetical order); legislation (with different countries in alphabetical order); treaties 
and conventions; internet sources; newspaper articles. 

http://www.law.com/
http://www.thestar.com/arts/wed
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Example: 
 
Robinson OF, Fergus TD and Gordan WM An Introduction to European Legal History (1985) 
Abingdon: Professional Books Limited. 
 
2.18 Miscellaneous 
  
A name should appear in full before any acronym is used for it. However, this does not apply to 
acronyms that are very well known, such as, NGO and UN and US.    
 
If at all possible, avoid starting a sentence with an acronym or any other kind of abbreviation. 
 
Where an entire sentence appears in parentheses, the full stop is placed inside the second closing 
bracket. (Here an entire sentence is bracketed.)  
 
When giving starting and ending page numbers and paragraph numbers, chop off the unnecessary 
ones: thus 34–5 and not 34–35. Care must be taken with ‘teens’: it is 514–15 not 514–5. However, 
with ‘ones’ it is correct to say 20–1, 400–1 and so on.  
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PLAGIARISM DECLARATION 
 
Students are required to complete this Declaration and include it after the Cover Page of 
every assignment, essay and take-home test submitted for credit in the Law Faculty. 
 
An assignment, essay or take–home test submitted without a completed Declaration will not 
be evaluated. 
 
I hereby declare and warrant that √ x 

I have read and understood the relevant sections in the Law Students’ 
Handbook relating to plagiarism, citation and referencing. 

  

I understand what plagiarism means and that it is the worst academic 
sin. 

  

I have acknowledged all quotations which I have used in my 
assignment, essay or take-home test. 

  

I have acknowledged all the ideas of others which I have used in my 
assignment , essay or take-home test. 

  

I have acknowledged all my sources in accordance with the referencing 
rules found in the Law Students’ Handbook. 

  

I have included a bibliography of all my sources.   

I have not copied anyone else’s assignment, essay or take-home test 
or any part thereof. 

  

I have not permitted anyone else to copy my assignment, essay or 
take-home test or any part thereof. 

  

I have not plagiarised.   

 
Surname:  …………................................................................................................................ 
 
First Names(s):  …...………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Student Number:  …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature:  ............................................................................................................................. 
 
Date:  ……………………………………………………………………………………….............. 
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PRIZES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES 
The following scholarships, bursaries and prizes may be won by law students: 
 
● Leigh Day Scholarship (London, UK) 

 
The scholarship covers two years tuition fees for second and third year LLB as well as 
for the LLM where applicable. Applications open in September of each year. Students 
receive email notification from the faculty once applications open.  
 
Criteria: 

 1. Financial need, 
 2. Academic merit, 
 3. South African Nationals only, 
  
● Joel Joffe Scholarship  

 
The scholarship covers two years tuition fees for third year LLB. Applications open in 
September of each year. Students receive email notification from the faculty once 
applications open. 
  
Criteria: 

 1. Financial need, 
 2. Academic merit, 
 3. South African Nationals only, 

 
● Bheki Mlangeni Memorial Scholarship  

 
The scholarship covers R25.000.00 for final year LLB. Applications open in February 
of each year. Students receive email notification from the faculty once applications 
open. 
 
Criteria: 

 1. Financial need, 
 2. Academic merit, 
 3. South African Nationals only, 

 
● The Dean's Medal is awarded to a student who has graduated Summa Cum Laude 

or Cum Laude.  
 
● ENSAfrica Prizes are awarded to the best first year student and the best Advanced 

Corporate Law student.  
 
● Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Prizes are awarded to the best second year students (first 

and second ranked) and the best Law of Delict student.  
 
● Bowmans Prize is awarded to the best third year student.  
 
● Webber Wentzel Prizes are awarded to the best Critical Legal Analysis, Advanced 

Labour Law and Law of Insurance students.   
● Adv Kessler Parumalsamy Prize is awarded to the best Jurisprudence student.  
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● Werksmans Prizes are awarded to the best Law of Insolvency, Law of Contract, 
Administrative Law and Legal Interpretation students.  

 
● Smith Tabata Buchanan Boyes prize is awarded to the best Law of Conveyancing 

student. 
 
● Herold Gie Prize is awarded to the best Law of Things student. 
 
● Pricewaterhousecoopers Prize is awarded to the best Tax Law student.  
 
● Raymond McCreath Inc Prize is awarded to the best Law of Civil Procedure student. 
 
● LexisNexis Prizes are awarded to the best Criminal Law, Constitutional Law, SA Bill 

of Rights and Legal Process students. 
 
● UWC - DVC Academic Prize is awarded to the best Legal Research student.  
 
● Other Bursaries and Loans 

 
Students are advised to also consult websites of the various law firms which 
periodically list bursaries for LLB students.
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UNIVERSITY TERMS AND SEMESTERS 

 
FOR  

 
2023   

 

Monday 
13 February 2023 

Start of First Term 
Start of First Semester 

Friday 
31 March 2023 

 
End of First Term 

 
VACATION 

1 April 2023 - 10 April 2023 

Monday  
11 April 2023 

 
Start of Second Term 

Friday  
19 May 2023 

End of Second Term 
End of First Semester 

Mid-Year Final Assessments 
25 May 2023 - 9 June 2023 

Mid-Year Supplementary Assessments 
19 June 2023 - 28 June 2023 

Senate Discretionary Assessments (SDAs) 
26 July 2023 - 27 July 2023 

VACATION 
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07 July 2023 - 23 July 2023 
 

 
 

UNIVERSITY TERMS AND SEMESTERS 
 

FOR  
 

2023   
 

Monday 
24 July 2023 

Start of Third Term 
Start of Second Semester 

Friday 
01 September 2023 

 
End of Third Term 

 
VACATION 

02 September 2023 - 10 September 2023 

Monday 
11 September 2023 

 
Start of Fourth Term 

Tuesday 
24 October 2023 

End of Fourth Term 
End of Second Semester 

Year-End Assessments 
30 October 2023 – 14 November 2023 

Year-End Supplementary Assessments 
22 November 2023 - 01 December 2023 



 

56 
 
 

 
Senate Discretionary Assessments (SDAs) 

In January 2023 over 3 days 
 
 
 

 
 

FACULTY OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, AND THURSDAYS  
 

09:00 – 11:00 
14:00 - 15:00 

 
FRIDAYS 

 
9:00 – 12:30 

 
Alternatively, you may contact us at lawundergradenq@uwc.ac.za OR consult the website 

for updated information.  
 
 

mailto:lawundergradenq@uwc.ac.za
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